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An engine ot the Indian Airlines Airbus sits close to the tail section after the crash. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


The remains of the Indian Airlines Airbus. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Fire brigade personnel try to control the fire of the Airbus atBangalore airport 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


Aoun captures 
LF stronghold 

$ Death cries mingle with gunfire in devastated Beirut 


Black box to be analysed abroad 

lAchairman quits 


BEIRUT, Feb 16, (Agencies): East Beirut shook to widespread 

- 1 - - - ■ J_4 - - r 


blocks set on fire by the bloodiest battle ofthe inter-Christian war. 

General Michel Aouri claimed to have scored a major victory 
overthe Lebanese Forces (LF) militia, saying he had seized their 
stronghold of Ain Al-Rotimmaneh after two days of ferocious 
tank and artillery battles. 




Aouns' troops were combing the 
area for militiamen, whose command 
was negotiating the terms of their 
surrender to Aouns" forces, the sour- 
ces said. 

"The militiam en .wanted to bold 
on to their weapons, while Gen. 
Aoun insisted that they give up with . 
tbasr hands behind ihoi 1 headstone : 
source said. 

The onslaught was the third 
against LF strongholds since fighting 
erupted on Jan 31 when Aoun, seek- 
ing sole control of the Christian 
enclave, ordered the militia to dis- 
band. 

"The military operation is now in 
the stage of deanmg after the main 
military operation," Aoun said in a 
radio broadcast after fighting died 
down in Ain Al-Roummanch. 

“There are no more problems in 
Ain Al-Roummaneh ... I can say it 
has been liberated from militia pres- 
sure and liberated from oppression 
which it has been subject to." 

The loss ofthe district would be a 
major blow for the 1 0,000-strong LF. 

: Aoun’s forces last week overran an 
. .LF base at Dbayeh north of Beirut 
and fought the militia to a standstill 
on Qlaiat ridge overlooking the 
.capital. 

As dusk fell today tank, artillery 
and machinegnn Jire broke out over 
the areas orEast Beirut, starting fires 
m high-rise Modes. 

Aoun’s forces sheDed two of the 
faux areas controlled by the LF in 
East Beirut, Dora and Ashrafiyeh, 
while the militia fund on Aoun’s 
positions in Yarzeh. Baabda and 
Hazmich.- 

; Hospitals, desperately short of 
, blood, oxygen and bandages, cram- 
V/med the wounded into emergency 
basement wards for safety. 

Many casualties could not be res- 
, - cued from the ruins of 10-storey 
apartment blocks in Ain AJ-Roum- 
.4^ maneh. an area of about nine square 
fan (5.5 sq miles) which once housed 
K>, 000 people. 

• “We could hear them screaming, 
but no one could help them and I 
don't know what happened to 
them," said George Nseir. 28, being 
Utttrt in Hawk hbspital for shrap- 
nel wounds to his legs. 

Radio stations carried appeals for 
rescue from people telephoning from 
burning buildings. 

■ Aoun’s artillery emplacements, 
targeting another stronghold of 
Lebanese Forces, also hit the moun- 
tain! op Notre Dame orphanage in 
Harises, north of Beirut. 

' The orphanage called on relatives 

to evacuate the orphans “as soon as 

possible because we cannot continue 
providing them with our services.” 


"Ain Al-Roummanch is like a cemetery hit by an earthquake," said a 
witness who toured the battle zone in the heart ofEast Beirut Hospitals 
and security sources reported up to 60 dead and nearly 200 wounded in 
the dose-quarters fighting. . 

Security sources said the heavily populated Ain Rumman eh neigh- 
bourhood target of a massive bombardment by Aoun's troops qn <r 
yesterday, has practically fallen. 
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Facing each other 

Soldiers and residents of the capital of Soviet Tajikistan face each other in the down town area of Dushanbe 
where a state ot emergency and curfew were declared as tension there continues. (Reuter wirephoto) 


NEW DELHI, Feb 16. ( Agencies): The chairman of 
beleagured Indian Airlines resigned today, saying 
he accepted responsibility for a recent plane crash in 
southern India that killed 91 people. 

Prime Minister V.P. Singh said he "reluctantly*' 
accepted the resignation of R.K.. Prasad and asked 
the joint secretary of the Civil Aviation- Ministry, 
P.C. Sen, to lake over as manag in g director of the 
government-owned domestic carrier. 

Prasad joined Indian Airlines in 1956 and took 
over as chairman and managing director last April. 

The airline has been dogged for years by com- 
plaints of frequent schedule delays and allegations 
of mismanagement, poor morale among staff, 
inadequate supervision and training of pilots and 
poor maintenance of planes. 

Details of Prasad's resignation were not released 
by the government except that he had accepLed 
"moral responsibility'' for the crash. 

A three-month-old Indian Airlines Airbus 320 
crashed on Wednesday about 50 yards (metres) 
short of the airport runway in Bangalore. The airline 
said 146 people were on the hourlong-flight from 
Bombay and 55 survived. 

The government has ordered an investigation into 
the cause of the crash. The weather was dear and 
there were no -signs of an emergency on board, 
officials said. 

Some Indian newspapers have speculated the 
crash of the sophisticated aircraft may have 
occurred because the pilot tried to change the mode 
of control from computer to manual. 

Others reports have suggested the plane’s ins- 
truments may have indicated the wrong height, 
leading the pilot to lower the plane earlier than he 
should have. Both the pilot and the co-pilot died in 
the crash. 

The twin-engined, nairow-bodied jet is the first 
civilian airliner with a fully-computerised flight con- 
trol system. 

Aviation Minister Arif Mohammed Khan said 
the plane’s "black box,” the digital flight data 


recorder that logs all changes in altitude, speed and 
direction, would be sent abroad for analysis. He 
refused to say where it would be sent. But he said the 
recorder would not be sent to France, or to any other 
country involved m the consortium which built it. 

The plane is manufactured by Airbus Industrie, a 
European consortium based in France. Airbus sent 
a team of experts to Bangalore to hdp in Lhe inves- 
tigation. 

At least 36 foreigners were on the flight, offidals 
said. American, Japanese, West German, British, 
Sudanese, Somalian and French nationals were on 
the plane but the airline did not give complete details 
of nationalities. 

Wednesday's crash is the second accident involv- 
ing an Airbus 320 and the first of an Airbus 320 in 
commercial service. 

Britain, West Germany and Spain as well as 

List of killed - Page 2 

France are partners in Airbus Industrie, the plane's 
builder, and aviation experts said Khan's decision 
left the United States as the most likely destination 
ofthe recorder. 

Indian officials said the reason for not sending the 
recorder to any consortium member was to reassure 
Indian public opinion >.at everything was being 
done to find the cause of the crash impartially. 

Preliminary repo rts on the crash show similarities 
to an accident involving another model in 1988, a 
top Indian official said today. 

Probir Sen, director-general of Indian Civil Avia- 
tion, said both planes were flown by highly experien- 
ced pilots. 

"Also, in both cases, the air craft suffered a sudden 

loss of height,” he said man interview. • 

Sen said India was looking for a country other 
than France to decode the flight data recorder, 
which should yield dues to the cause of Wednes- 
day's crash, because that was where the aircraft was 
assembled. 


Quit, Tajiks 
ask leaders 


Armenians mutilated 




Weather 




FAIR Weather with slight to moderate 
ttonb westerly wind. 

Stale of set: Moderate 
High water: 300 am, 3.30 pm 
Low water. T30 am. 10 00 pm 
Swtnae: 6.34 am 
Sumer 5.32 pm 

Maximum temperatures recorded: 
Kuwait- ETC 681= 

AhnutcU: 19TM4F 
Foilaka; 

Minim am temperatures recorded 
Kuwait 9*C48T 
A*ra*di:«*4S*F 
Fudfeka. 1 IT S5”F 
^Maximum temperatures expected: 
Kuwait: 2rC TOT 
Ahmad! MT WF 
Faflaka. BTC WF 
. Maximum humidity recorded. 
Kuwait ttf percent 

AtapadrWJ per cent 

Foilaka: 54 percent 


MOSCOW, Feb 16, (Agendes): 
Tajik Communist Party officials 
today rejected offers by the 
republic's leaders to resign, and 
the legislature formed a commit- 
tee to investigate more than a . 
dozen deaths in ethnic rioting. 

Thousands of protesters yes- 
terday defied a ban on demon- 
strations to demand the resigna- 
tions of leaders in their Soviet 
Asian republic. On Wednesday, 
the party chief, premier and 
president offered to resign, but 
said they could not quit until the 
party and local Parliament 
released them. 

The Tajik party Central Com- 
mittee declined to accept the 
offers and decided to keep the 
current leadership, said Anatoly 
Larenok. a correspondent for the 
national newspaper Vozdushny 
transport, Russian for air trans- 
port. 

Meanwhile, twelve mutilated 
corpses, 11 of them Armenians 
from a home for invalids, have 
been found inasandmtin Soviet 
Azerbaijan, the official news 
agency Tass said today. 

Tass did not say who was susp- 
ected of lhe killings. Buuhe corp- 
ses- H women and one man — 
appeared to be victims of an eth- 
nic conflict between Armenians 
and Azeris which has killed hun- 
dreds over the past two years. 

Eleven were identified as han- 
dicapped Armenians who disap- . 
pared from a home for invalids 


in the Azerbaijani city of Gyand- 
zha on Jan 24, Tass said. 

Residents interviewed by tele- 
phone said the streets were quiet 
today in Dushanbe, Lhe capiLal of 
Tajikistan. Western reporters 
have been barred from travelling 
to the region. 

The republic's Interior Minis- 
try raised the death toll from 18 
to 20 in the violence that began 
Saturday, Larenok said. An 
Interior Ministry spokesman 
said 568 people were injured, of 
whom 178 are hospitalised. 
Forty-two were arrested. 

The presidium of the Tajikis- 
tan Supreme Soviet formed a 
special deputies commission to 
investigate the deaths, said Boris 
K. Fugo. 

"The situations during the 
aggravation of events were com- 
plex. For example, there were 
many bullet wounds. But so far 
it's not known who was shooting 
and from where.” Pugo told the 
army newspaper Red Star. 

In another sign of a split at the 
top. Intenor Minister 
Mamadayez Navzhuvanov 
called on party and government 
officials "tocomeouuo lhe peo- 
ple and not hide m their offices.” 

. Islamic fundamentalists mob- 
bed abusand a Hacked Tajik girls 
because their heads were 
uncovered, and protesters 
demanded a ban on the sale of 
pork in the mainly Sunni Muslim 
republic, news reports said. 


UN urged 
to expel 
Tehran 

i_*->NDON. Feb 16, (Reuter): More 
ii.ua 200 British members of 
Parliament urged the United 
Nations today to expel Iran for what 
they called repressive and terrorist 
policies. 

The group, from all or Britain's 
main, political parties, urged UN 
recognitioh or the Iraq-based 
National Council of Resistance of 
Iran, the exiled opposition led by 
Moassoud Rajavi. 

A statement by the 248 politicians 
said the renewed death threat a gains 
British author Salman Rushdie by 
Iranian spiritual leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei proved Thai terror- 
ism is an inherent characteristic of 
the ruling regime in Iran.” 

The British politicians appeared to 
be following the lead of parliamen- 
tarians in the Council of Europe in 
Strasbo urg who signed a similar peti- 
tion on Feb 2. 

They said the death threat against 
Rushdie, accused of blaspheming 
against Islam in his novel The 
Saianfa Verses,* was "an extension of 
the domestic repression in Iran which 
has to date brought, about 90,000 
political executions.** 


Health charges 

Insurance proposed 

By NashtAl Agha 

THE Ministry ofHeaith has concluded that it is impossible to continue with the 
free medical health services and it is now imperative that the health insurance 
scheme be introduced. 

Speaking to the Seyassah, Planning Minister and acting Public Health 
Minister, Abdul Rahman AI A wadi said that the nineties will witness both a 
qualitative and quantum leap in the level of medical services provided by the 
state and these could only ne effectively translated through the individual 
participation and involvement of the beneficiaries of these services. 

Commenting on the leading medical issue Aids, the official said that no full- 
fledged Aids cases have been discovered in the country. 


Law may stop 
Aids deportation 

By Diana Abou Haidar 

INDIVIDUALS living and working 
in Kuwait who test positive for the 
Aids virus will not be deported, 
according to the newlaw on Aids that 
is expected to be passed by the 
Cabinet in a few weeks, according to 
Dr Hussain AlMomeo,head of the 
Kuwait Third International Con- 
ference on Aids press committee. 

Momen said that 55 cases of infec- 
tion with the virus have been iden- 
tified in Kuwait. Seven of those were 
Kuwaitis and the rest were non- 
Kuwaitis. 


Muslim 
devotees 
fired on, 
two die 


SRINAGAR. Feb 16, (Agencies): 
Security forces kiUed two people and 
wounded two today when they 
opened fire on anti-India demon- 
strators in Srinagar, and suspected 
Muslim secessionists shot two other 
men to death, police said. 

The northern city has become the 
flashpoint of the Muslim separatist 
campaign in the Indian-controlled 
Kashmir region. 

Police offidals who cannot be 
identified under briefing rules said 
the paramilitary border security for- 
ces fired on about 2,000 Muslims 
after militants in the crowd had fired 
guns. 

They said the crowd was staging a 
procession after weekly Muslim 
prayers in the Khanyar Chowk dis- 
trict of Srinagar. 

Police also said suspected militants 
fatally shot a local court clerk at his 
house. They said the clerk, a Muslim 
identified as Mcrajuddin Teh. was 
killed for being a sus p ecte d police 
informer. 

An assistant manager of a govern- 
ment-nm bank also was shot to death 
by suspected militants in downtown 
Haba iCadal as be was walking to his 
office, police said. They said it was 
not clear why the clerk, Anup 
Kumar, a Hindu, was IdQed. 

The deaths, which occurred during 
a 10-hour relaxation of a 24-hour 
curfew, increased the overall toD to 
96 people kiUed since Jan 20, when 
the latest violence in the decades-old 
secessionist movement flared. 

The curfew was lifted today from 5 
am (2330 GMT Thursday) to 3 pm 
(0930 GMT), allowing worshipers to 
attend the weekly prayers for the first 
time this year. 

Authorities had imposed an all- 
day curfew every Friday for the last 
twomontbs because they feared anti- 
India speeches in mosques could 
incite demonstrations. At least 
50,000 people congregate for prayers 
at the Jama Masjid, the largest 
mosque in the city of one million 
people. 

■ Pakistan yesterday rejected as 
"preposterous” claims it is foment- 
ing a militant secessionist movement 
in India’s troubled Jammu-Kashmir. 

Foreign Secretary Tanvir Ahmed 
showed reporters a 26-page dosser 
of Indian charges against Pakistan 
and said: “This document is prepos- 
terous, ridiculous and a tissue of 
lies.” 


Iraq will try 
journalist 

LONDON. Feb 16, (Reuter): An 
Iraqi revolutionary court will try a 
British nurse and an Iranian-born 
jounuHstonroyisgchaxgeslatcrthis 
month, the British Foreign Office 
said today. 

Daphne Parish, who^ worked for a 
private hospital in Baghdad, was 
arrested with journalist Fanzad 
Bazqfl while he was checking reports 
of an explosion at a military installa- 
tion south of Baghdad for Britain's 
Observer newspaper last year. Parish 
took him to the area in a hospital car. 
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Most bodies charred 

52 of the 90 Indian Airliness disaster victims identified 


By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 


NICOSIA, Feb 16, (Agencies): Iran- 
ian President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
today called the order to km author 
Salman Rushdie an exclusively 
Islamic issue and condemned the 
uproar it sparked, Tehran radio 
reported. 

“The Imam's sentence on the 
apostate writer of the The Satanic 
Verses' is an opinion of Islamic 
expertise and there is no need for the 
kind of ruck us that has been raised by 
the enemies of Islam," Rafsanjani 
said in a sermon. 

While radical I ranian leaden have 
been trying to get media attention by 
highlighting the Rushdie affair for 
the past week, Rafsanjani appeared 


BANGALORE, Feb 16: There 
were heart-rending scenes out- 
side the mortuary in the Victoria 
hospital here, where the bodies of 
the victims of Wednesday's air 
crash were kept. 

When this correspondent 
visited the mortuary Thursday 
morning, relatives and friends 
had placed hundreds of wreaths 


on the bodies wrapped in white 
sheets. 

Most bodies were charred 
beyond recognition. Relatives 
were seen moving from body to 
body, desperately trying to iden- 
tify their near and dear ones. 

By Thursday night, about 52 
of the 90 victims had been iden- 
tified. All the unidentified bodies 
will be cremated here in a mass 
funeral Sunday afternoon. The 
o|her bodies are being handed 


over in coffins to relatives and 
.arrangements bemgmade to take 
them to their home towns. 

Latest information available 
Thursday said there were about 
30 foreigners on the ill-fated air- 
craft 

Relatives of the victims started 
arriving in Bangalore on Wed- 
nesday night itself in two 
scheduled and one special Right. 

At the hospital, this corre- 
spondent saw most people reaefa- 


to be trying to play it down. 

“If they (the West) deal with the ( 
issue logically, the result will be that , 
the Imam's sentence will be regarded 
as an issue of Islamic expertise, not 
anything else. 

“If an expert offers his opinion 
about an issue, it should not need (to 
produce) such a scandal," the radio 
quoted Rafsanjani as saying in his 
sermon on the Tehran University 
campus. 

He said the reason for the media 
attention over the Rushdie affair was 
that die West wants “to accuse fclnm 

“The contents afTlveSatanic Ver- 
ses' are not just those of a normal 
book, which can be related to 
freedom of speech," the radio quoted 
him as saying. 

“This blasphemous book is an 
insulting attack on Tslamir sanctities, 
and the penalty for an offensive, 
abusive person is different from diar 
for a reasonable, logical person," he 
said. 

Militant Iranian students announ- 
ced yesterday they would march to 
the British mission in Tehran next 
Sunday to reaffirm Iran's death 
order against Rushdie. 

An organisation of Muslim 
university students called on people 
to join the march “to voice their 
hatred towards global arrogance led 
by the United States and the ominous 
conspiracies of Britain," Iran's Irna 
news agency reported. 

“Self-sacnficing guardsmen are 
ready to materialise the wish of 
world’s Muslims once Rushdie emer- 
ged from his hideout." Mahmoud 
Mirlohi. deputy commander of 
Iran's Islamic Revolution Commit- 
tee — a revolutionary police force — 
said in an interview published is the 
dally Abrar newspaper. 

Official and press comments stres- 
sed the death order, issued by 
Khomeini on Feb 14, 1989,couldnot 
be lifted even if Rushdie repented. 

“like a mother-cat carrying her 
kittens between her teeth. British 

hovel another,’’ . Ataollah 
Mohajerani, vice-president for cul- 
tural affairs, said on Tehran radio. 

Abrar labelled Rushdie “the most 
unfortunate victim of British foreign 
policy in 1989." 

Jomhuri Eslami daily, saying that 
Rushdie affair had dragged on for a 
year only because of London's 
intransigence, urged the British 
government, to hand over the author 
and apologise to Muslims. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Alt 
Akbar Velayati sent a message to the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference 
urging Muslim nations to close ranks 
against what he termed the West's 
conspiracies against Islam. 


Thousands missing: Amnesty 

Lanka lifts restrictions 


COLOMBO, Feb 16, (AP): The government has dynd fri 


allows security forces to dispose ofbodies without inquest, 
a senior minister said yesterday. 

The announcement came hours after Amnesty Inter- 
national harshly criticised the restrictions and said 
thousands of people had disappeared or were murdered by 
the government forces and death squads last year. 

Foreign Minister Ran j an Wijeratne told reporters six 
emergency regulations imposed in June would be repealed 
at midnigbL They involve restrictions on publications, 
political parties and travel on rail and public transport. 

President Ranasinghe Premadasa assured rival 
politicians on Wednesday that he would revoke some of 
the emergency rules imposed to try to quell a two-year-old 


uprising by ultranationalist Sinhalese extremists. 

Mote than 6,000 people have been killed in the fighting 
in southern and central Sri Tj>nit»_ 

A separate rebellion by minority in the north and East 
has cost 1 1,000 lives since 1983. Sinhalese militants began 
attacking the Sinhalese-dominated government when it 
tried to make peace with the T amil rebels, contending the 
government was making too many concessions. 

The emergency regulations, which need the approval of 
Parliament each month, give broad powers to security 
forces to search, arrest or detain suspects for idefiulte 
periods. 

Amnesty International said reports ofkillings increased 
sharply after emergency regulations were introduced. 



mg there straight from the air- 
port, with their baggage still with 
them. Some people from abroad 
were also expected soon. 

Inside the morgue, it was a 
near hopeless situation. The 
authorities had set up a counter 
displaying possessions found on 
the victims to help in the idea- * 
tification. 

“My son was taller,” R.S. Sujir 
of Bangalore could be heard cry- 
ing. An engineer in the Indian 


Bid to 

destabilise 

Colombo 

COLOMBO, Feb 16, (Reuter): Sri 
Lankan Foreign Minister Ru#u 
Wijeratne saM yesterday an Indian 
in tcttgcnce agency was plaiwfag to 
UM key men in the Sri Lankan gomn- 

Hc said 160 people had been 
delated far farther qnestiontag orar 
the dated ptoC 

Wljcratae w as r e plying to qaarttaea 
at a news conference about Ms 
Sts trine nt on Wednesday that the 
Research and Analysis ^ Wing (Raw) of 
thr Iniiaa tow i — rat wai atlriapling; 
to “destabilise" Colombo. 

Arite how Raw planned to do this, 
WQeratne said “by kflHsg hey men la 
the government.’* 

W tiers tac, who is also depnty 
defence ■ tester, declined to identify 


defence ■ tetter, declined to Uotify 
the targets. 

The ■hdster said of the 100 people 
detained, 7ft were Tates and the rest 
Shte h ac . Scre e ha d hrr a csngM w i th 


Mudslide horror 

Part of a house is carried away by a mudslide after • -Annecy, in'the HadW^^re^iah'oTttie’Frencfi than 7» people have died ia 

torrential rains continued for three-days near ' ” ' • Alps.'(Fleut^wtrephoto) riokw* m Karachi since February 7 . 

Paris appeals to Cancel vacations in Alps as bad weathar kills 1 0 


“This coaatry is not going to 
tolerate Raw or anybody die,** he 
said. Tw ai n t here (Raw agents) that if 
I catch there, war be ante there." 

An Itean high ro— item spohes- 
ana on Wednesday denied the accusa- 
tion. 

Two MQM activists 
tortured to death 

KARACHI, Feb 16, (Renter): Two 
activists of u ethnic groop were 
abteaed in Karachi on W edaesdey 
and tortured to death, poftce said. 

The bodies of the two re en ters of 
the Mohaju- National Movement 
(MQM) which dates to apeak for 
Mohaflr integrants from India, were 
(bond duped in aa isolated area. 

The MQM blam ed foHowere of 
Prime IVfiaisaer Benazir Bbnttofor the 
kilfiap — a charge denied by a spokes- 
man for Bhutto’S Pakistan People's 
Party. 

More than 7ft people have died ta 
violence re Karachi stee Febrapry 7. 


PARIS, Feb 16, (UPI): Environment Minister 
Brice Lalonde appealed to French families today to 
postpone or cancel vacations in the Alps this week- 
end because T do not want to have dozens of 
victims” from avalanches plaguing the mountain 
range. 

Authorities said at least 10 people were killed 
since the latest spell of bad weather hit France on 
Wednesday, four of them including a Briton in the 
Alpine Savoy region. 

“Families should consider defering their depar- 
tures or not leaving on vacation for they risk Ending 
tempests, floods or avalanches," Lalonde said in a 


statement. 

Many skiing resorts in Savoy were isolated by 
avalanches that cut highways and delayed train 
services. 

Floods have caused widespread damage in 
Britanny and Normandy. 

In Geneva authorities said three people were 
feared dead after heavy rains and mudslides in low- 
lying areas, while 1 .80 metres (six feet) of new snow 
in the Alps over the past 48 hours stranded 
thousands in ski resorts. 

In St GaD stale, near the German border, mud- 
slides ripped through houses. 


SERVICE 

MANAGER 

Required to run a successful Modem Garage 

operation of a large Distributorship serving 

American and Japanese Make of Cars in Kuwait 

(1) A minimum of 10 Years Post-Apprenticeship 
Automotive experience with Professional 
Qualifications, and currently holding a 
comparable Management Post. 

(2) A thorough knowledge of Service and Repair 
work with reference to V8 engines, emission 
control systems, electronic ignition and fuel 
systems, Automatic Transmissions, Power 
Steerings etc. 

(3) Must be Profit motivated and able to develop 
good Customer Relationship and knowledge of 
normal Administration including independent 
office routine, Cost Control and Preparation of 
Budgets and Warrantly Procedures. 

The Terms of Employment will be on a Renewable 

2 Year Contract with Salary and Housing 

Allowance. A Company Car will also be provided. 

In ackSfon the Company ofie^ 

Personnel Manager— S.M. 

P.O.Box 24047 
13101 Saf&t 
Kuwait 






Qualified Electricians 

Having Kuwait experience required for a 
reputed leading cpmpany. 

Please cad: Tel* *4094*9 during 
7 an to 4p 


Feel at Liberty 

to Indulge 

I S IHI II MIYV1 

It's hi' time for a hoedown at the Hunt Room! Tuck in to 
your favourite U5. fare, like T-bone steak, prime spare 
nbs, chili con came, chicken creole, baked potatoes, eorn- 
on-the-cob... Plus, all those traditional baked goodies such 
as pumpkin pie, cheese cake, oatmeal cookies and apple 
pie. Enjoy live country and western music, great decor, 
and family “Wild West 1 ' fun with sheriffs office, Indian 
tent - even a jail for those who try and slip out without 
paying their check! 

Don t miss out on this US. extravanganza! One week only. 

I ebroo rv ! X ',p.i 

Reservations recommended. Tel: 2*122055 


1 O 4* IjJ-iil j* 

Kuwait Sheraton Hotel 

the hospitality peopfc of j Tjlljl 


At least two people drowned yesterday and 50 
were forced to leave their homes after heavy rain 
and snow caused flooding in the southwestern 
Ger m a n sta t e ofBaden-Wuememburg, police said. 

Floods caused widespread damage m Alsace and 
in Normandy. A motorist was swept away and 
drowned near Masevaux and a man was irifled at 
Soultz-Sous-Fomwheu a tree he was cutting down 
was blown on top of him. 

In the Alps access to many skiing resorts was cut 
by ava l anches. Authorities sent 100 firemen and 60 
soldiers equipped with sniffer dogs to the Savoy 
region in case they were needed to cany out 
rescue work there. 


Telephone Industries (111) Sujir 
had lost his wife, Jamuna, a jour- 
nalist with Bombay-based Lana 
group of publications, and his 

two year-old son. 

“Also, my son's ears were big- 
ger” he said. Sujir had been 
shown the body of a toddler but 
was quite certain it was not his 
son, Ashwin. 

Sujir told this correspondent 
that he had talked to his wife on 
the telephone the previous day 
for hearty 40 minutes. “I also 
talked to my son. He asked me to 
come to the airport and pick: him 
up in the car,” he said. Lute many 
others, Sujir was waiting outside 
the arrival lounge for the aircraft 
to land when they heard a loud 
noise. It is only some 20 minutes 
later thai they had their worst 
fears confirmed. 

When informed that -there 
would be a mass funeral of all 
unidentified bodies Sunday, 
Sujir immediately said, “I will 
attend thaL’’ 

Civil Aviation Minister Arif 
Mohammad Khan- vis ted the 
mortuary Thursday morning 
and- consoled: some of the. 
relatives. As he listened to their 
tales of agony, Khan himself 
broke down on occasions. 

Many relatives and friends 
could be seen making repeated 
trips to the halls, taking a second 
and third look at the bodies. 
“Mere ko 16 M teek lagtahai" (I 
think body with number 16 M is 
the right one), one man was 
heard telling another. 

All of them, some wailing, oth- 
ers just grim-faced, filed pari the 
bodies, wading through the 
water melting from the ice-slabs 
kept in thehalL Two nurses were 
on hand, ready to assist in the 
identification of bodies through - 
their dental history. Some con- 
- fusion arose when the same body 
was claimed by more than one 
person. 

Amon^ those who tamed up at 
the hospital were friends of the 
London-based Gujarati family 
of the Vagji&nis, who perished in 
the crash. The friends were heard 
telling the airline officials that 
relatives of the Vagjianis would 
be reaching Bangalore later. 

. They had already seenthe todies 
, and tentatively identified them. 
“But the final identification wifl 
be made by the family. TOl then, ; 
I please do hot hand over these 
bodies, to anyone else,’-’ they 
i.. .pleaded apparently, 'the- same 
. bodies., had been ^c&aiined, !|ry 

romeppt else .also. TteVagpams 
1 belonged to the Bhuj area of 
Gujarat. 

i The victims also included an 
1 employee of the Oil and Natural 

Gas Commission, RJ>. Srivas- 
1 tava. Another victim was 47- 

1 year-old Ashok Birla, the 

1 prominent industrialist, who was 

1 chairman ofBiria Yamaha, Biria 

t 3M and Dagger Forst, among 

3 other companies. His wife and 

f daughter were also killed. 

x There were some 13 couples 
among those who were lolled in 
the crash. 

Though Bangalore is a major 
aviation centre, this was the first 
air crash in the city. The fire 


the ground staff of Indian 
Airlines and others are reported 
to have responded to the crisis 
magnificently. 

List of those reported killed in the 
Bangalore crash: B. Balachandcr. R. 
Barboza, CM. Befi, A.V. Birla, Ms 
S. Biria, A. Chad, SJ. Cbabira, Ms 
H.N. Gandhi, P.C Jain, J. Joshin- 
iwai, MsS. Mehta, SLD.Munishi, Ms 
PM . Nayak, PM. Nayak, PaiasmaL 
HM. Padrpt EM. Patel, Ms S.. 
Prema, Ms V.S.. Ranjana, Sbdat, D. 
Shroff,- N. Singh. Ms BJ». Singh, H. 
VrhoVvH, Dinah, Ms Rajalakshmy 
(air hostess), BJC Govindraj, Akk- 
amma, Ms J. Bell, K.N. Bhafla, Ms 
C. Bhamagar, Ids M. Bhatnagar, 
BN. Bbat, Chandrashckhar. A-A. 
Dean, Tom D*Sa, Alex Frances, N. 
Gosaliya. C- Giada, Tirath Gupta, 

R. Hater, L Haque, S. Harish, Horn, 
Howell, Ms S.Howefl, Ms Jama Yas- i 
min. Jama Y unus , Ms L. Jhmnhtm- 
wala, P. Kabxa. Ms Y. Kabra. M. 
Kakkar, K. P Krishnan, Ms K. Kri- 
shnan, V. Kolkarm, H_ link, A. 
Madan, Ms V. Malpani, P. MateanL 
O.P. Malta, Ms A. MossTvjL 
Nagarajan, Orayen, Ms Orayen. P. 
Rajkumar. R. Randhawa, Ran-' 
teiaian, Shah, S.C. Shah, VJL 
Shdkar, R. Smq, Skhuvasan, R_P. 


Thambi. Jhunflnmwala, V J5. Ulnnk, 
Ms UlnnJc, D.R. Vagj iani, pj>. 
Va^mani, KLD. VagSteri, TJ>. 
VagfajianL, A. Wabed, three uniden- 
tified infants, CapL Gopujkar. C. 
Cap*. Cyril Fernandes, Ms Mary 
Chako (airhostess). 


Gas leak kills 
4, hurts 90 

CALCUTTA, Feb 16, (AP): 
OhJorine gas seeped fr om a small 
paint faci^e3alytodxy,kflfingfour 


g in a nearby shantytown, ponce 

said. 

The dfd Tnrindffri a three-year- 
old giri, her o^it-year-old brother 
and their 35-yrar-old father, and a 

worker at the factory, located in one 
of the city’s most dandy populated 
and poorest naghbourtioods, pohee 
said. 

At least 20 of the injured were 
hospitalised, many in serious condi- 
tion, said police officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 



Anxious relatives of passengers of the Indian Airlines Airbus crash near 
Bangalore wail for news of survivors at Bombay's Santa Cruz airport 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


w 










Coffins containing the bodies of some of the 90 people ItiHed injfee 
Bangalore plane crash arrive at Bombay airport (Reuter wirephoto) 


Global warming 


DHAKA, Feb 16, (Reuter): 
MorefrtharlS'ueruCnrof BhB- ; 
gladesh’s total knd area will dis- , 
Bfrp fcarua der vwder 1 

yeafs draetp'^ warmih^ I 
trend known as the greenhouse 
effect, a leading environmental 


expert said. 
Fasihuddi 


Fasihuddin Mahtab, former 
planning minister, told aseminar 
on Wednesday: “The sea will 
swell by up to one metre by the 
year 2050 due to the greenhouse 
effect, inundating 15 per cent of 
Bangladesh, mainly .coastal 
areas. 

“The greenhouse effect and 
da mag e to the ozone layer will 
also send in saline water down 


the countrVs vast nctwork bf 
'riVere? changing cropping pafp .. 
teiu^ andc^using foodgrainlc»* 

- „,fy 

-.Mahtab, who recently coiif- 
pleted a study on the subject, 
suggested massive forestation 
along the country's coast and 
building of flood barriers to 
overcome salinity problems. 

Bang la d e sh, which holds a 
population of 1 10 million craxnr. 
med into 55,600 square miles 
(144,000 sq km), last month 
proposed that the United 
Nations set up a committee ny 
Dhaka representing all countries 
likely to be affected by glob*) 
warming. ; -i 
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Opposites 
fAttract ' 
fstill tops 

YORK, Feb 16, (AP* Paula 
«AbduI stayed on Wednesday for the 
••;Bsiac 0 Ddwedtixiar©WBttbctopofthe 
I*™™ -singles record charts in the 
p Umtetf . States with her hit 
[“Opposites Attract,” 

■_r_ “Two to make it right" by Scdnc- 
. r tion bopped up two notches to 
JL second -position on the Cash Box 
^magazine chart "Janie’s Got a Gun" 


AT and T offers language line ||Simpie values 


Simultaneous translation into 143 dialects world-wide 


NEW YORK* Feb 16, (AP): American 
Telephone and Tefegraph said it had 
expanded the availability of its simultan- 
eous telephone translation service to cus- 
tomers world-wide. 

line, offers English translation oFtek^ 
phone conversation in 143 languages and 
dialects. It is.avaflable to customers who 
pay a monthly fee of S25 to $50. phis a 
per-call charge of SI .94 to 52,75 a min- 


American Telephone and Telegraph 
Co. bought the company that originated 
the service, Communications ? nd T an- 
goage Lme Ino, in August 1989. Since 
then, the service had been offered in 
Hnrited areas. 

AT and T said it has a staff of inter- 
preters on duty in Monctxey, California, 
around the clock. The service also main- 
tains a file oflanguage experts who can be 


8 >wsmith dim bed from fifth to 
K*- 

wtek’s number two hit, “How 
Supposed to Live Without 
ty Michael Bolton, slipped to 
wink Rod Stewart’s "Down- 
'rain’' toppled from third to 

ingupthetopfirtwere**Dan- 
’ by Rosetta, up from 13th to 
Jin, mod “Whai Kind of M^nWould 
>. I Be" by Chicago, up from 12th to 

if 6th. . 

Two other newcomers to the list 
- h were "Peace In Our Tina” by Eddie 
Money, op from llth to 8th, »nj 
I. 'TeD Me Why" by Expose, up from 
^ 14th to 9th. 

XA As for the Country ' and Western 
Ob rinses, "Heartbreak Hurricane” by 
IS Ricky Skaggs made it to number one 
lJ#oo the Own Box dost 

ESecood was Eddie Rabbitfs “On 
frSecood Thought," and “Overnight 
•Success" by George Strait was third, 
f Tie top 10 pop stocks, as rated by 
RCsABox sagsztoc, with last week’s 
IMriibutahnidac 

1) Opposites Attract — Paula 
-fTAbdul (Virginia). , 

12. (Q Two To Make It Right — 
■Seduction (Veodetta-A and M). - 
.p. (5) Janie's Got A Gun — Arrow- 
.pnrith (Geffen). 

K4. (2) How Am I Supposed to Uve 
- ^Without You — Michael Bolton 
' [ (Columbia). 

1.5. 0 3) Dangerous— Roxmtc 


I Remember You — Skid Row 

wfc). 

(1 1) Peace In Our Time — Eddie 
(Columbia). 

TeH Me Why — Expose 

10. (3)' Downtown Train — Rod 
^Stewart (Warner Brothers). 


Em rated by Cash Box magazine, with 
lest week's posMeasta brackets: 

(1. (4) Heartbreak Hurricane — 




called if the staff is confronted with a 
language they are unfamiliar with, the 
company said. 

Among users of the service are the 
Hertz Rent-A-Car company and the city 
of Minneapolis, which uses it to translate 
calls to the city’s emergency lme . 

The service also can be used by subs- 
cribers to translate English into a foreign 
language, AT andT said. 

The phone company would not dis- 


close the number of customers for the 
service or its projections of the possible 
market foriL 

AT and T said that later this year, it 
plans to offer the service of a non-subs- 
cription baric that will allow occasional 
customers to use it for S3.50 a minute. 

The AT and T language line service, is 
aimed at businesses, institutions and 
government and social agencies, the 
company said. 



Genetic 


most dreadful performers of the 
decade. 

The Golden Raspberry 

Foundation, a group of film Eons 

who celebrate the worn in cin e ma , 
announced nominees Monday for 
the 10th Razzie awards. 

Christopher Atkins, Ryan O'Neal, 
Prince, Stallone and Travolta were 
nominated for worst actor of the 
decade. The nominees for worst 
actress of the 1980s were Miss 
Derek, Faye Demur, Madonna, 
Brooke SkUda and MuvZadora. 

The nominees for worst new star 
of the decade nominees were 
Atkins, Madonna, Prince, Miss 
Zadora and Diana Scarwii of 
SflkwoodL 

Nominated as the wont films of 
the 1980s were Miss Derek’s 
“Bolero," Howard The Dock, Miss 
Zadora’s The L— e fr Lady, Miss 
Dunaway's M on k Dearest and 
Star Trek V. 

The nominations are determined 
by ballots from more than 275 
Raspberry Foundation member s in 
22 states, Canada and Switzedand, 
the Foundation said. 

The awards wffl be presented on 
March 25, the night before the 
Academy Awards. (AP) 

* * * 

RIVIERA BEACH, Florida: Actor 
Ben Veraen and Mayor Marin 
Barry ofWashmgton, DC. showed 
up at the same church service and . 
addressed the congregation. 

Vereta was expected, but Barry 
. surprised worshippers at New 
Macedonia Missionary Baptist 
Church with his appearance Sunday 
and a short speech admitting a 
dependence on alcohol 




mat 
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Di upholds marriage , 


LONDON , Feb 1 6, ( AP): Princess Diana says**very simple” values can 
triumph over the complex difficulties encounters in modern 
marriages. 

Marriage offers stability, and perhaphs tbgt is why nearly 7.000 
couples tie the knot every week in Britain, the Princess said Wednesday 
in a speech to Relate, a marriage guidance organisation. 

“Sadly, for many of these marriages, reality fails to live up to 
expectations. When that happens most couples discover and draw on 
new reserves of love and strength," Diana said. “But for many, their 
cram resources are not enough." 

The Princess, a patron of Relate, presented the charity’s family of the 
year award. 

The winners were Rico and Heather Gopaul, both 30, and children 
Rico Jr, 7, Ryan ,6. Rickey . 3, and Rosiia, 2. The mother and father are 
nurses who care for mentally handicapped people at a hospital near 
their home in Colchester. 

”1 must admit to having been rather puzzled when 1 heard of the 
family of the year award. 1 didn’t realize ' that family life was a 
competition, let alone one for which you got prizes,” Diana said. 

However, she said, the award was the tribute to the thousands of 
families whose daily lives were constructive, loving and unselfish. 

“These are the families who {live of their best ... to each other and to 
society . while quitely coping with a daunting array of pressures.” 


if- 
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‘Kissing lips’ 


Artist Art Grant shows off his five-tonne sculpture 
'Kissing lips' at Laguna Honda Hospital Feb 13. The 


Valentine piece is made from one million Hershey*s 
kisses. (Reuter wirephoto) 



(10) On Second Thought— Eddie dependence on akohoL 

bbitt (Universal). “Part of the recovery process is 

(3) Overnight Success — George having a spiritual focus/’ laid the 


3. (3) Overnight Success — George 
Strait (MCA). 

A (6) Little Girl — Rcba McEntire 
(MCA). 

5. (9) No Matter How High— The 
-Oak Ridge Boys (MCA). 

6. (1) Fait Moving Train— Resdess 
Heart (RCA). 

7. (12)Ghams — Petty Loveless 







S~Cr6) 5ttih' My Father ‘fo Me — 
Paid Overstreet (RCA). 

9. (2) Southern Star — Alabama 


,10. (14) Quittin Time — Mary 
Qiapm Carpenter (Columbia). 


church's {pastor. “We were fhO of 
love, forgiveness and support for 
him." (AP) 

DALtAS,Tem AdorG«i»- ' :■ ■ *. N®rpleS Trump IKflk 
MacLeod said he does not regret .. ' ' ' . ' ■ . 

hirg^B^Mn-Tti^tyThrlirTr Biaf ■ - Model Maria Marptes,’ who has been romantically linked with. US 
other for the television series* kmg- .billionaire Donald Trump in published reports, is shown in this undated 

nmning cruise or itslatesftx^L *" model agency photo. (Reuter wirephoto) 

“Even though it’s railed mnMevt 

The actor, who played the gxisk “Tm very Indcy," said RtznidL dia gno sed with lung and kidney 

boat’s CaptetoMenfl String* was 54, in Boston last week to receive cancer last spring. After treatment, 

promoting dw new two-hour “Love the Jack Ixmmmm award, given by at a Maryland hospital, Ronick 

Boat” television movie last week the Waag Centre to an outstanding recuperated at herhomein 

before its s c h ed ul e d Monday night perfor m i n g artist with a Ostovtlk oa Cape Cod with her 

broadcast (AP) Massachusetts connection. “They husband, producer Kip Gowk. 

trea te d m e with all sorts of 
. extraordinary things and removed a 
kidney. Thor they continued to take 




TOWSON, Maryland: Joe dart, 
principal of a New Jersey High 
School who was qpticaed For his use 
of a baseball bat and bullhorn to 
move thing* akmg at school said 
bats and bombs are needed for drug 
gnuari er* and ik ukm 

“Btowthem out of the air, that’s 
bow you stop them,” Clark told 
Towson State Unmanly students 
Sunday. “Drop * megaton bomb on 
the ship," be stud of sailing 
smugglers. “Blow diem to 

smithereens." 

To dear street corners, Clark 
would set upon small-time drug 
dealers with 100 bat-wielding 
women because “they’re the 
dangerous, ferocious fighters.” 

The remedy for poverty and 
failure is simply, “do for yourself, ” 
he told the students. (AP) 


my picture ac! nauseam, and they 
see nothing now. It’s amazing.” 

Remidc, who grew up in the 
Massachusetts town of Qnincy, was 


cancer last spring. After treatment, 
at a Maryland hospital, Remick 
recuperated at herhomein 
OsterviHe oa Cape Cod with her 
husband, producer Kb) Gowns. 

Remick ts busy reading scripts 
but has not yet found one to interest 
her.(AP) 


increasing length of day 

Earth slows slightly 

WASHINGTON, Feb 16,fUPI): A slight slowing of earth’s rotation has 
increased the length of the day by about five ten-thousandths of a second 
every 10 days, the US Naval observatory reported yesterday. 

Ast ro nomers observed the change, the largest since 1984, from data 
from the National Earth Orientation Service, a joint operation of the 
observatory, the National Geodetic Sovery and me International Earth 
Rotation Service in France, an ofifervatoiy statement said. 

Previous changes in the length ofthe day have been related to changes 
in the average speed of Earth’s east-west winds from large weather 
rfMtipg, which acton themrfgee of Earth tn irrinnfHy change the speed 
of rotation, according to die statement. 


Photographer dies 

British society photographer Nor- 
man ParMnson died Feb 15 of brain 
haemorrhage in a Singapore hosp- - 
rial at the age ot 76- 

PROVO, Uriah: One of the 
American west's best-known 
editorial cartoonists has some 
ample advice for public figures who 
want to avoid bring ridteukd by 
him on editorial pages across the 
country: 

Drop dead: 

As far as nationally syndicated 
cartoonist Steve Bewail 
concerned, dying is the best way 
pobbe figures can expect to be 
treated fairly in his cartoons, Much 
appear nearly in 200 newspapers 
across the United States. 

Benson says the job of cartoonists 
is to catalyze discussion. Some 
credit cartoons he drew for the 
newspaper the Arizona Republic as 

a factor in the impeachment of 
former Arizona G w — r Evaa 


NEW ORLEANS, Feb 16, 
(UPI): A cont ro ve rsi al study of 
t u lMrepaia tedrfhirthuricorered 
what app ears to be a strong gen- 
etic link to Job and religions 
interests, researchers reported 
today. 

Thomas Bouchard Jr on the 
U m v en it y ofh B—e a ota s aid e ven 
he was su rpria e d at the inherited 
Knks to religiosity aad vocational 
interest s uncover ed by his stndy of 
about 100 sets of twins. 

*T was astounded,” said Bon- 
efcard, who presented bis tinting* 
at the annul of the 

American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. “I jnt 
dttaot have wy notion that sodal 

hr ynm 

aa^tt explore fw genetic effects.” 

The twins — 60 per cent of 
whom are identical, repairing they 
have the same eeneric make m» — 


were separated shortly after birth 
aad r ais e d in separate families. 
Most Bring apart for about 30 
years untfi they were remitted. • 

Bouchard’s group created 
waves in the psyc holo gi c a l com- 
immity several yens ago when it 
reported separated Identical twins 
appeared to share about 50 per 
cent of their peraonaBty traits like 
extroversion, while fraternal 
twins, who are as ckiseiy related as 
normal sfljfags, had about 25 per 
cent in common. For two 
■related p e o p l e chosen at ran- 
dom, the expected sharing of per- 
sonality traits is zero, B on char d 
sad. 

The Minnesota team said its 
•res ea rc h indicates about 80 per 
cent of hateffigence appears linked 
to inherited factors, hut details of 
tha t stu dy have pot yet been made 
tMc. 

. Bonchard said be was not surpr- 
ised that genetics seems to play an 
eqpal or paaribfe larger role than 
fain3y environment in mCeffigeace 
and person al ity. But the psy- 
chology professor said be always 
tho<^it t VgMlBnSkdy”tfaata 
person's interest fatieSgioa, Ms or 
inr job preference mid o&er social 
attftndes, like tratitionri valnes. 
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4 A Tf\nD 1 Upton Polyester Cotton Sports Shirt 
IU I Urw OR 1 Packet 100’s Upton Teabags 


15 TOPS 1 Parker 'Vector' Roller Point Pen 


25 TOPS 1 Upton School Bag/Travel Bag 


TODC 1 Upton Calculator OR 
I viO 1 Lipton Beach Towel 


65 TOPS 1 Lipton Wall Clock 


TOPS 1 Casio Wrist Watch 


125 TOPS 1 25 Quart Igloo Ice Chest 


130 TOPS 1 17-piece Noritake Teaset 


n 

140 TOPS 1 Russell Hobbs Electric Kettle 


330 TOPS 1 Braun Mixer 



Five receive St Valentine’s ‘A Year of Love’ award 

6. (AP): A woman who waged The recipients w«tc the foflowiixjf isercsaid. 


L Italy. Feb 16. (AP): A woman who waged 
two-year campaign to free her kidnapped son and 
Lebanese militia fighter who turned to charity 
writ were among five people who received awards 
|mta the city that calls itsdf St_ Valentine's bo mo- 
wn. 

The government of Terni, in central Italy’s 
bria region, said it chore the winners of the “A 
r of Love' Ward from among 300 nominations 
^rred from five contin en ts- ^ ^ 

tbgecy of S^Valcntinc, awards dflwr a gold 
Podal or a cheque for 5 million lire ((S4,000), 
eepeadmg on the winner’s pre f erence. 


■ Angela CueQa of Italy, She touched the hearts 
of Itahans through her dogged, mnrimwi cam* 
paignfor the release ofher sou Ceane, grabbed bya 
kidnaping gang in 1988. He was freed ou Jan 30. 

■ Jocelyn Kouery of Lebanon. She re ceived the 
award for establishing an interfaith centre 
dedicated to helping orphan*, young mothers and 
students in Lebanon. She set up the centre after 
abandoning her membership in a Phalangjit 
women’s militia, organisers said. 

■ BrcadaTraumoflsraeLSbedonatedtheheartDf 
her husband, an Israeli soldier shin in an ambush, 
to an Arab needing a transplant, the Term orptn- 


isensaid. 

■ Rafiacfla B<riini of Italy. She opened a centre to 
aid African immigrants near the southern town of 
Foggia, where hundreds of migrant workers con- 
gregate every year for the tomato harvest, the Term 
organisers said, 

■ Maurizo Chiarenza of Italy. The 25-year-old 
youth died in a fruitless effort to rescue his drown- 
ing girlfriend during a storm. He also rescued 
another friend with them, organisers said. 

The Vatican says 17 Valentines are listed in the 
official encyclopedia or saints. Authorities in^ Terni 

believe the man who led TernTsChristian commun- 
ity in the 3rd century is the Valentine. 
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YOUR 

MIRACLE 

HAIR 

RESTORER! 


1; : *#js M 

ZHANOGUANG 


Available 9t: 


AL-M0JIL PHARMACY, 
TEL 2428754 


REQUIRED 

JAPANESE 
SALES EXECUTIVE 

MUST HAVE TRANSFERABLE 
RESIDENCE PERMIT 

ATTRACTIVE COMPENSATION PACKAGE 
COMMENSURATE WITH QUALIFICATIONS 

FOR APPOINTMENT 

CALL TEL: 4742000/47321 00 
Extension 6005/6006 


NEW YORK: Comerfian Carol 
Burnett says she still thinks about I 

the late LacffleBal every day. . j 
“She died on my birthday,” ! 

Boxnetl said in an interview with 
MeCiFi magazine “I’ve known 
and loved Lucy all my professional 
fife." 

Burnett recalled that Ball came 
hadesrage to visit heron the second 
night of Once Upon A Mattraw, 
Burnett’s first Broadway show and 
one of her first steps toward 
stardom. 

“We had never met each other 

until then, bat she sat for half an 
hour, giving me all kinds of advice 
and encouragement," Burnett said. 
(AP) 

» • » 

AIKEN, South CarohM US 
Senator Storm Thremoai, who at 87 
says the secret to long G& is good 
diet, exercise and optimism,^ has 
announced he will run for re- 
election in November. He has no 
formal challengers. 

Thurmond became the oldest 
member of Congress when 
representative Unde Pepper, 

Democrat from Florida, tied last 
year at tee 88. IfThunnond wins, 
be would be 94 when his new term 
—his seventh— ends. He made bis 
announcement Monday. (AP) 

• » • 

LAS VEGAS, Nevada: Ptere 

Motor Corporation finally lifted the 
advertising lid on its mfiniti fuxmy 
cars, showing off i1k vehicles 
msiead of rocks, birds and plants. 

Nissan was criticised by sonas 
au t o m a t ive adver tising ana ly ct^ for 
its unusual advertising campaign 
last year. While an announcer spoke 
softly, viewers saw such pastoral 
scenes as countryside or adds. 
Viewers did not sec the car. 
Smulariy, prim ads were car-less. 
(AP) 




*eph»S Eastern Em-ope have 
D rough t a new fashion gimmick to 
— Soviet jeans and jackets. 
But the dothes. which are sdfing 
S ' m designed and cut 
frffaBau stylists before being 
s®*™cd together in Moscow. 

“They were styled for 

EarDpttTO," a spokesman for 

&£ v c£?£? xaSovia 


Now, resafts from the 11-year 
twin study inticate that id en tic al 
twins had a 50 per cent sharing of 
vocational interests, as measured 
by two-standard psychological 
exams, Bonchard said. 


Genetics seemed to play a far' 
loser role in the job federate of 
fratenal twtos, who showed a 10 
per cent tioQaxit; on the tests, < 
sfightty fare than the ereretata 
betw een a parent and cMML 
SeBgrosfty, as measured by 
teste that ask qnestiops abort how 
often a person attends rdfekm 
services and wortd they Hkc to 
take holy orders, showed a com- 


You can exchange pack tops 
at the following centres: 


KUWAIT 

l M. A. AJ-Banar Warehouse. Shuwaikh. Opp. Sunkist 
Mondays 4.30 pm \oS30pm.Tei 4610724 
Z As/our and Koya Supermarket. Sharq 

Tuesdays 4.30 p.m. lo 5.30 p.m Tel 2439646 

3. Al-Balad Supermarket. Fahahed 
Wednesdays 4 30 p m. to 5 30 p.m 

4. EOEE General Siore. Salmiya 

Saturdays 4.30 p m. 10 5 30 p.m Tel 5635962 

5. AIMOaaiya Supermarket. Jaleeb « Shuyukh 
Saturdays 6.00 p m. to 7.00 p.m. 

6. New Modem Super Market. Fsnvamya 
Sundays 4.30 p.m. to 5.30 p m. Tel. 4730004 

Ad the gift hems are subject to availability. 
Dirty, mutilated or tom 
pack-tops win. not be accepted. 
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Bonchard said tiwre was 50 per 
cent sfaafiarity hi the rettefons 
outlook ofidertkal twte and a 20 
per cert commoaafity among the 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 


Some people be&eve that you cannot gel a good education through Distance 
Education Some people believe that because you are getting your education 
throuqh.a correspondence school that you don’t have to work for your diploma or 
your degree. Some people confuse "phony degree mi Us" with legitimate Distance 
Education Schools, ff you are one of these people, don't read any further. 

ICS is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, whether 
attending a traditional college or studying by mail We are looking for people who 
will appiy themselves and work hard to get the fuH value of training that ICS 
offers Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful completion of a course 
accredited by the National Home Study CounciUyour guarantee of a quality edu- 
cation. If you take your education senousty and want to train for a new career or 
improve your job Skills for advancement on vour present job, ICS may have the I 
right career training for you. Choose from 46 career courses fisted below. Select 
the one career tiekf you would like to train for and indicate that choice in foe cou-. 
pon below. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODffif. We will send you a detailed 
course outline and tuition schedule by return Air Mail There is no obogatioa 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS — NO OBLIGATION zez 


TBe Minnesota study has been j 
Amply criticised by adafab 
who argue that the number of 
twin examined is for too small to 
make any d ef i n i te combahw . 
Another posable problem, which 
Bonchard concedes is that mnri of 
the reumted twins vohmteered for 
the stody, poagflrfy iadiratteg they 
were more sfike than those who 
tid not come forward. 

Researchers who stress adtnral 
and eoriroomerta] factors over 
genetics ia the development of per- 
sonality and hteffigCMe refused 
to comment on Bonchard* s latest 
research, winch has not yet beta 
pODDSDCtta 
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Professionals, do you 
want to work and live in 
USA? People from 69 a 
countries use our service. 
We are a registered 
company No. 186774AA 
Write for an application. 


273 B San Pedro ML Suite -H 
Albuquerque, MM. 87110, USA 
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Ex-presidents don’t want the job again 


It’s time lor young — Ford; happy in new life — Reagan; I don’t miss it — Carter; It’s silly question Nixon 


WASHINGTON, Feb 16, (AP): None or 
the four Kvtng former US presklents shows 
any interest in having the job again, accord- 
ing to an artide in the forthcoming issue of 
the Sunday newspaper supplement USA 
Weekend. 

“The time has come for younger people to 
serve the country,” General Ford, 77, told 
the magazine in an interview for its Feb 16- 


18 issue. 

Ronald Reagan .79, asked if he would like 
tobeprwkieutagaixi,said, l ‘ldonottltinkso 
...Nancy and 1 are happy in our new life now 
and I like being back out there on ‘the 
mashed potato circuit' talking with the peo- 
ple and, I hope, inspiring them to urge their 
represe n tatives to do some of the things we 
weren’t able to accomplish.” 


Jimmy Carter, 65, said he sod his wife, 
Rosalyxm, don't “miss the pomp, ceremony 
and perks but we often remember how nice it 
was to viat Camp David.” He said he would 
not want to return to office, but would “be 
happy if one of my grandchildren becomes 
president.” 

Richard Nixon, 77, asked if he would 
want to be president a gain, replied only. 


“not if I have to answer such silly questions 
as this one.” 

Reagan, Carter and Nixon responded to 
questions in writing. Ford was interviewed 
over the telephone. 

All four said they do not believe former 
presidents should have any formal role in 
government, such as a seaaxor-at-large seat 
that has sometimes been suggested. 


Reagan and Ford both supported 
President George Bush's decision to invade 
Panama. Carter said he “deplored the 
invasion" buthopeditwfflkadto^freodorn, 
democracy and economic prosperity." 
Nixon said. “I understand wiry President 

Bush acted as he did,” but added that in 
general the UmtedStates should not directly 
depose foreign leaders. “When the United 


States decides by itself who agoing to run a 
country, it runs the risk oTendingiipnntQiiu 
the country itsetf,” be said. * 

Carter, commenting on the suggestion of 
some writers that he is gainin g moc* dime, 
non as an active cx-prrsidcot than b-did iq 
office, said it “does not bother me, aid l ag, 
grateful for the more favourable attitude of 
the news media in recent years.” 


Marion Barry. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Drug , 
charge, 
Barry 
to fight 


Vow to fight drugs 


US forces in. Andean region ruled out 


CARTAGENA, Colombia, Feb 16, (AP): The president of the United 
States and three cocaine-producing nations of South America have 
forged an agreement on a new drug-fighting strategy during a tense 
summit under an air, sea and lapd security shield. - 


WASHINGTON, Feb 16, a 
(Reuter): Washington Mayor ci 
Marion Barry has been formally re 
charged .with eight drug-related 
offences and vowed to battle yc 
what he branded a “political lyn- ki 
ching” by the US Justice Depart- ai 
mem. n 

A US grand jury climaxed a a 
year-long probe with an eight- B 
charge indictment yesterday. If 
convicted on all counts, Barry S 
would face a maximum 20 years c 

in prison and SI. 25 million in d 
fines. p 

Barry, one of the nation's most a 
prominent black leaders, was p 
charged with three felony counts r 
for allegedly lying when he told 5 
the grand jury that he had never c 
used drugs and on five lesser mis- 
demeanour couts of cocaine pos- I 
session. s 

Barry, in his llth year as t 
mayor of the US capital, was 1 
accused of possessing cocaine < 
four times in 1 988 after a probe of i 
an incident at a hotel here and on i 
January 18, 1990 when he was 
arrested in an undercover opera- < 
tion after agents videotaped him i 
allegedly smoking highly addio- i 
five crack cocaine. 

Since his arrest, Barry, 53, has 
been under voluntary therapy for 
what he has called alcoholism at 
a drug and alcohol treatment 
centre in west Palm Beach. 
Florida. 

Although Barry’s political 
future seems in shambles, he 
promised a stiff Fight to prove his 
innocence in a statement he 
issued from his office here after 
the indictment. 

“Today's indictment does not 
surprise me at all because it 
represents a continuation of the 
political lynching and excesses of 
the justice department in this 
multi-year, multi-million dollar 
effort "to investigate me and the 
Barry administration/' the 
Barry statement said. 

The political lynching charge 
was seen as potentially racially 
explosive in a city that is 70 per 
cent black. He had beea very | 
popular but his popularity star- 
ted fading after the much publi- 
cised grand jury probe started. 

The prosecution is led by US 
attorney- Jay Stephens, who is 
white and has denied repeatedly 
that his pursuit of the black 
mayor was politically or racially 
motivated. 

Barry also vowed to fight to 
maintain his innocence and 
rejected suggestions that he 
resign, although he has turned 
over most duties to an acting 
mayor. A felony conviction 
would bar him from office. 

Avianca 

lawsuit 


NEW YORK, Feb 16, tAP): A man 
who was aboard Avianca. flight 52 
with two newly adopted Colombian 

children has filed a multimillion* 
dollar lawsuit against the airline for 
injuries the three sustained in last 
month’s crash. 

The suit, filed Wednesday in US 
district court, seeks S105 million in 
comwrnsatory and punitive damages 
for William and Alelia Heidt. of 
v*>ckcff. New Jersey, and their 
adoptive children. Peter, II and 
Bianca. 13. 

Hetd: was returning from Colom- 
bia with the children when the 
Av.ap.c4 jet crashed Jan 25 in Cove 
Neck on Long Island, just northeast 
of Kennedy airport. They were 
among 55 injured passengers. 
Set ;niy -three people, including the 
flight crew. died. 

“The claim against Avianca is that 
the pilot ran out of gas. It's as simple 
as that,’* Kenneth Nolan, Horn's 
attorney, said. 

Heidi. 5 1 , a machine shop superv- 
isor. severely fractured both legs, his 
neck and several ribs. He has under- 
gone several operations since the 
crash. 

The children suffered lesser 
phv steal injuries but Nolan said both 
arc experiencing extreme psy- 
chological problems. 


yesterday with Presidents Yirgjlio Baico of Colombia, Alan Garcia of 
Peru and Jaime Paz Zamora of Bolivia would create the world's “first 
anti-drug cartel.” 

A joint communique signed by the four presidents apparently ruled 

presented an imposing force off 
shore and helicopter gunships 
hoveced nearby. 

But Colombian guerrillas 
made their own point, abducting 
a US priest in Cali, the third US 
citizen taken prisoner by the 
rebels this week. 

A small bomb also exploded 
yesterday morning, 4.5 miles (7/2 
kilometres) from Barranquilla 
airport, damaging a voltage 
regulator of a line that fed the air- 


out the use of US military forces in the Andean region. “Each country 
may involve its armed forces in this fight within its own national 
territory,” the document said. 

In their meeting, they steered away from some of the most controver- 
sial drug initiatives, such as the idea of a naval cordon off Colombia, 
andchose instead to deal in broader themes, Thathelped keep harmony 
among the sometimes differing leaders. 

Extraordinary security precautions were taken to protect the four 
leaders: 5,000 uniformed troops guarded the proceedings; battleships 


conditioning of the airport where 
Bush landed two hours later. 


Bush pledged that the Urn ted 
States would step up its efforts to 
cut down on drug use and lower 
demand for the cocaine 
produced in Bolivia, Colombia 
and Peru. The three Latin 
presidents had come to the sum- 
mit complaining that the United 
States had not done enough to 
curtail demand. 

Back in Washington DC, the 
US capital, federal prosecutors 
sent their own message — 
announcing the indictment of 
Mayor Marion Barry on eight 
counts of perjury and possession 
of a controlled substance, 
cocaine. 

“Every tactic and every 
weapon pales into insignificance 
compared to the need to reduce 
demand,” Barco said. “The only 
law that the narco-terrorists do 
not break is the law of supply and 
demand.” 

Zamora said the leaders had 
talked about creating an “alter- 
nate economy" so the peasants of 
the coca-growing and processing 
nations would not be dependent 
on the crop for their livelihoods. 



Israeli 
hired 
hand in 
jet blast 


on tne crop tor mar Livelihoods. c 

After the meetings, he said, { 

“we understand the true mag- 
nitude of the problem and how to 1 

face it." i 

Bush returned to Washington 
yesterday night on Air Force 
One, the US presidential plane, 
without incident. ( 

At the end of the summit, Gar- 
cia. who once threatened to 
boycott the meeting to protect 
the US invasion of Panama, 
spoke on the need for a vigorous 
crop substitution programme. 

"what has changed here is 
concepts, so that we never go 
back — a better relationship bet- 
ween Latin America and the 
United States,” he said. 

Barco said, “no,” when asked 
if Colombia would be willing to 
have US naval forces patrolling 
in international waters off 
Colombia's coast to keep track 
of drug shipments. “It is not 
necessary,” he said. 

Responding to Colombian 
complaints that US trade policy 
has harmed its major legal 
exports such as coffee, cut 
flowers and sugar. Bush 
promised to work to help open 
more US markets. 

Conferenca 

In their communique, the four 
presidents called for a “world 
conference against illicit drug 
trafficking in 1991." The four 
nations agreed to hold a high- 
level followup to yesterday's ses- 
sion within six months, but 
specified no level of US aid to 
help the South American coun- ! 
tries. 

Bush previously had pledged 
S2.2 billion over five years to aid 
the Andean mountain countries 
economically and militarily in 
waging the drug war. He said 
yesterday he did not foresee any 
immediate increases in that com- 
mitment. 

But he did say the four had 
taken significant steps to work 
together on the problem. “We, in 
fact, created the first anti-drug 
cartel,” he said. 

The statement recognised that 
persuading Andean farmers to 
substitute legal crops for coca, 
the leaves of which are used to 
make cocaine, would have “sig- 
nificant, immediate and long- 
term economic costs” on the 
1 three South American countries. 

US officials also reached 
agreement with Bolivia to help 
i stem the movement of US 

' firearms into South American 

nations and signed tax accords 
T with both Bolivia and Peru 
ti aimed at establishing a system to 

- | trace drug profits and money- 
laundering schemes. 


That One’ 

The : our presidents attending the anti-drug summit (left to right) Alan 
Garcia, Peru; Jamie Paz Zamora, Bolivia; Virgilio Barco, Colombia and 
George Bush, US; study the Cartegena skyline yesterday. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Anti-US protest 

Third kidnap 

BOGOTA, Feb 16, (Reuter): Suspected pro-Cuban guerrillas yesterday kidnap- 
ped a US priest, the third American seized this week in apparent protest against 
President George Bush's visit to Colombia to attend an anti-drug summit 
Police said they presumed National Liberation Army (ELN) rebels kkinap- 
i ped Francisco Antonio Amiko Ferrari, head of a Canadian-sponsored Catholic 


community in the southwestern city of CaK, home of a powerful drugs smug- 
gling cartel. 

On Monday the ELN kidnapped American businessman James Arthur 
DoneQy and on Tuesday American teacher David Leslie Kent was abducted 
near the northern city of Medellin, home of a rival cocaine carteL 
The ELN told Colombian media they kidnapped Donnelly and Kent to 


of Cab by men travelling m a red car and was taken away, Cab police told 
reporters. 

Police suspected the kidnappers were ELN guerrillas, Colombia's most active 
rebel group. This month the ELN blew up the main Cano Limon oil pipeline. 


killed seven soldiers in an ambush and kidnapped a Colobmian senator. 

Scattered disturbances broke out in Colombia to protest against Bush’s visit. 
Students chanting anti-US slogans set ablaze three vehicles in front of the 
University of Anboquia in Medellin, police said. 

EEC bid to make 
laundering a crime 

Law by Jan 1992 


STRASBOURG, France, Feb 
16, (AP): The EEC commission 
proposed draft legislation t« 
make money laundering criminal 
in all 12 European Economic 
Community member states by 
Jan 1,1992. 

If adopted by the member 
stales* governments, banks and 
other financial institutions 
would have to report transac- 
tions they suspected came from 
drug trafficking, terrorism or 
other organised crime. 

Under criminal law, banking 
secrecy rules are Lifted so a bank 
would not be breaching its 
obligations if it reported susp- 
icions of c riminal activity. 

Sir Leon Britran, EEC com- 
missioner for competition, said 
that “those who live by trade in 
drugs, te r ror is m and organised 
crime," should not benefit from 
the disappearance of most restio 
tions on capital movement with 
the community due to take effect 


on July 1. 

Ireland, Portugal and Greece 
are the only EEC nations where 
legislation to make money laun- 
dering criminal is neither in place 
Nor being planned. 

Under the commission's 
proposal, financial institution 
would have to identify customers 
and take “reasonable measures” 
in doubtful cases “to establish 
the real identity of the persons on 
whose behalf as operation is 
carried out or an account is 
opened.” 

If the institution discovered 
facts which made it suspect a 
money laundering offence, it 
would inform law enforcement 
authorities and give them all the 
information asked for. 

The approach is different from 
that in the United States where 
all transactions over SI 0,000 are 
automatically reported to- the 
authorities. 


BOGOTA, Feb 16, (AP): The 
bead of Colombia's teie%ice 
police said that a retired Israeli 
colonel trained the men who 
placed a bomb aboard an Avianca 
airliner that kflled aO 107 aboard 
last fall. 

Gen. Migad Maza Marquez 
said that CoL Yair Klein, who 
previously has been accused of 
training paramilitary squads for 
drug traffickers, was legally res- 
ponsible for the deaths. 

“TMs is the person who has 
done the most damage to Colom- 
bia,” Marquez said ii a news con- 
ference in the city of Cartagena, 
siteof a anti-drag summit between 
President George Bush of the 
United States, Vircffio Barco of • 
Colombia, Jaime Paz of;B*ffyi* " 
and Alan Garda of Pern. 

Last year Colombian auth- 
orities issued an arrest warrant for 
Kkia, whom they accused offead- 
ing a team of Israel, British and 
Australian mercenaries in Cotom- 
Ma. 

Colombian p®Mce seized films 

sqnads and srid that drug traffick- 
ers paid the mercenaries to give 
the courses. 

Maza said that some of the mea 
who received the training later 
blew up the Avianca Boeing 727 
shortly after it took off from 
Bogota on a domestic Bight Nov 
27# 

The attack was one of more 
than 260 terrorist actions 
apparently taken by dnq g tr af fick- 
ers stace the gover nm ent began a 
crackdown against them last 
August More than 200 people 
have died in the attacks. 

“Klein was the man who trained 
the actual perpetrators of the 
Avianca Airline attack,” Maza 
said. “He was the one who taught 
them how to make the bomb and 
therefore is responsible under 1 
Colombian criminal law for this 
atrocious crime.” 

Kkh is tiring ha Israel and is 
being imestigated by the coun- 
try’s authorities. There is no 
extradition agreement between 
Israel and Colombia. 

Maza said that two of the susp- 
ects in die afrliner bombing were 
killed in a chaaa of Bogota mas- 
saaw following the death of Con- 
zalo Rodriguez Gacba, a leader of 
th e Mcd dE n dra g cartel, in a Dec 

A^S^erado^ouriedoutby 
Colombian police and Interpol, 1 
the fote r nan ouml police agency, 
Mcov ered e vidence that two mem- 
bcis of ETA, the Basque Separat- 
ist Organisation, also had carried 
oat terrorist activities ia Colom- 
bia, Maza said. 

He accused the two men of a 
Dec 6 boohing of the mtdtigeace 
pobce headquarters in Bogota in 
which 63 people ded. He dectined 

hm^itioo of*thek activities 
was cantimring. 




Drugs tailored to race: itoyskai differences, 
may explain why blacks suffer more from high blood. 7 
pressure than whites, and doctors must consider nee 
when treating hypertension, researchers said Friday. 

A panel of nedkal experts, in reports presented to 
the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, said recently discovered variations in the. 
blood dynamics of blades and whites have important 


Hallelujah 


US President George Bush raises his arms to the sun 
as he arrivesin Barranquilla, Colombia, yesterday to 
attend drug summit in Cartagena. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 



The nominees are... 


The nominees for Best Actress (top: left to right), 
Jessica Tandy for ’Driving Miss Daisy,’ Jessica 
Lange for ’Music Box' (Below, left to right) Michelle 
Pfeifer for The Fabulous Baker Boys’ and Pauline 
Collins for^Shirley Valentine.’ (Reuter wirephoto) 


First guilty plea in Noriega trial 


MIAMI, Feb 16, (AP): A Panamanian pilot admitted 
yesterday flying 5800,000 in cocaine porfiis from Florida 
to Panama in 1983, becoming the first of Manuel 
Noriega’s co-defendants to {dead guilty in the drag traf- 
ficking case. 

Noriega's lawyers said their cheat had nothing to fear 
from information the pilot, Eduardo Pardo, might give 
prosecutors. 

“If he tdb the truth, he can't hurt us," said Noriega 
attorney Frank Rubino. 

Pardo, 44, was arrested Viy Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration agents in Panama City after the US invasion. His 
attorney, William Meadows, and assistant US Attorney 
MkhariSiilli van srid there was no plea, bargain in the case. 

Noriega sod Pardo were among 16 people indicted in 
Miami in February 1988 on charges of taking pan in a 


conspiracy that made Panama a way station and process- 
ing centre for Colombia’s Medeffin drug carteL 
shaken and occasionally dose to three years, Pardo, 
who faces up to five years m prison and a 510,000 fine at 
sentencing April 25 on a single count of illegal travel, 
admitted to prosecutors’ account of the 1983 drug-money 
flight. 

Pa rrtn and Miran da flew a Lear jet 

fitted “with secret compartments so (bar money could be 
hidden,” Sullivan told the court. “Thqr were worried that 
the secret compartment made tire plane unsafe to fly, but 
they were assured it was OK.” 

Pardo received $40^)00 for the flight and knew it was 
drug money, the prosecutor said. ( „ . 

Meadows sainhe M no idea whether- Itaido would, 
testify against Noriega or any of the Other defendants. 


Directors vying 

The nominees for Best Director Academy Award are: 
clockwise from top left Woody Alien for 'Crimes and 
Misdemeanors,’ Kenneth Branagh for ‘Henry V.’ 
Oliver Stone for ’Bom on the Fourth of July.’ Peter 
Weir for ‘Dead Poets Society.’ There was no photo 
availablefordlrector Jim Sheridan for'My Left Foot' 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Ttedefendant most immediately threatened by Pardo, 



Hypertension or high blood pressure is a common 
disease in the United States, affecting about 20 per ‘ 
cent of the population. Blacks are about twice as 
Hkdy to be afflicted as whites, and often have more 
severe problems with kidney and heart damage from * 
thedisorder. ‘ . . . . fc 

Edward Frohlick of the Alton Ochsner Medical" 
Foundation in New Orleans said his studies have . ‘r- 
uncovered key differences between white and Nad: ' 

blood pressure patients. In both races, the volume of 
blood usually decreases in response to the constrio- - 
tion of blood vessels associated with hypertension. 
(UP! 

* * * 

Muscular dystrophy research: Resear- 
chers hope they nave founds way to treat muscular 
dystrophy by altering the genetic makeup of weak- 
ened musdes. 

Scientists injected donor cells into the foot of a. 
nine-year-old muscular dystrophy patient at the 
University of Tennessee on Thursday, testing a 
procedure called a myoblast transfer which may lead . 
to medical treatments of genetically based diseases. 

Leon Charash, a New York child neurologistwith 
the Muscular Dystrophy Association, said it. 
apparently was the first time cells have been i nj e c te d - - 
into living human tissue in hopes they would bknd- 
with dystrophic cells and restore them to normal. - 
“If I were the family of this child and the thousands 
like him, I would be heartened by this,” Charash said. 

“1 think it is the opening salvo to what's going to ■ a 
happen in the 1990s, which I hope is going to be the 
successful treatment of many genetic disorders. (AP) 

Mouse yilHS poses risks: A common mouse 

virus may be fooling some Aids researches and 
triggering the production of new and more hazar- 
dous strains of the deadly Aids virus, researchers said 
on Thursday. 

A research team led by Dr Robert Gallo of the 
National Cancer Institute warned that the mouse- 
virus, called the murine leukaemia virus, has been 
found able to alter the traits of the acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (Aids) virus when the two 
microbes come in contact in laboratory cultures of 
human cells. 

When the two viruses mingled in the lab, new 
strains of the Aids virus resulted that reproduced 
more rapidly and were able to invade more types of 
human cells than the regular Aids virus, the scientists 
. said in thcc tincifli ssueor Science magazine^ < ST.| 

“So far the Aids virus changes have been seen only 
in cultured crib, butif they occur in (laboratory)mice 
the animals might produce viral variants that can 


sion through the air,'-' Science magazine writer Jean 
Marx wrote in an axxompanying artide. (Reuter) 

Leukaemia moose model: Researchers, 
using an intrica t e manipulation of genes and trans- 
plantation ofbone marrow, haveproduccd a mouse 
that suffers from a vicious form ofhuman leukaemia, - 

SeMte toease 1 ° CW *** 10 lben ^ , * e * a 8 a * Mt 

In a report to be published Friday in the magazine . 
Science, researchers at the Whitehead InstitnteToc 
Biomedical Research said they haveduoovered away 
to give chronic myelogenous leukaemia, CML, to ' 
laboratory mice. CML is a form of leukaemia that 
usually at t acks adults and is only randy cured. 

“With this new animal model, experimental 
therapies that might otherwise be tried in human 
patients can now be tested in these nuce," said George 
Daley, lead researcher in the study at Whitehead. 

Daley said that study also proves that CML is 
initiated by the fusion of pairs from two broken 
chromosomes, a finding that had been suggested by 
earlier studies in other laboratories. Those parts have 
been iden tifi ed as the so-called A3L gene from 
chromosome 9 and a gene called BCR from 
chromosome 22. (AP) 

• • • 

Radiation and child leukaemia Ba - 
ked. High rates ofte n kacm ia in young people Hying 
near nuclear plants may be caused by radiation 
thor fathers received before they were born, accofd- 


en who work at nuclear plants, particularly 
ti,OSC i W ^ / ecc * VB< * high radiation doses in the six 
m ontta before their children’s conception, had more 
offsprin g with leukaemia than men in other jobs, 
according to the study published in the British. 
Medical JouruaL 

One researcher, radiotherapist Michael S r**- , said 
the radiation probably caused a mutation in the 
fathers’ sperm. i 

The researchers, headed by Martin Gardner, 
professor of medical studies at the University of 
Southampton, examined 52 victims ofleukaemia and 


dri££ were compared with 1,001 control 

* * • 

Dutch Aids vaccine trial 


ouiMmmda s attorney, Midori O’Kane, said his dkm 

Plr - 

S4.6 ndllion in bribes 
■^PsMmanian leader, who surrendered to US troons 


if we can reproduce it on a bigger* scat" veterinary 

J*Sda£ ^to) th0n H “ nc S®^a!ISwS- 

_ * • * 

cancerous cell removed: 

rust Lady Barbara Bash had a small cancerous cell 
ftaaoved from her upper lip on Wednesday, her mea 
office announced. 

**No f kk effects or subsequent difficulties are 
expected," her press office sakfnmrsday. 

She underwent outpatient procedure at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital in Maryland. 

a one-paragraph statement, her press offioe 

“At Bcthesday Naval Hospital on Feb 14, Mrs 
push underwent a routine outpatient medical 
proodure to remove a small basal cell carcinoma, a 
common form of sldn cancer, from her upper Ep.Thc 


«*hesda’s chief of dermatology. Dr Harry Parfette. 
S.*$^P? bCtS ^ subsequent difficulties are expeo- 
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Dispute over Falklands remain unresolved: UN hails decision 

— — — — — — ■ — 
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!' HSiSES^i 0 ?? 18 Hurd said 00 Sky television last night that the 
6 floodont reac ‘ ie ° oy officials of the two countries in Madrid earlier in the day was a very 


1* ' v^ PCS ^ we have no quarrel with Argentina and thi« has been 

ac 5. e yS^r ^ sa ? nr,ce of (British) sovereignty" over the islands, he said. 

*■ • gu t presid ent Carlos Menem at a Dews conference in Buenos Aires repeated Argen- 
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Soldier survives failed jump 

A paratrooper dangled unconscious under a West German air force plane for 
20 minutes Thursday as it circled in Arctic cold while the crew struggled to pull 
him In, Mato officials said. 

Pvt. Michael Loeb. 21 , (shown left) of Semsbach. West Germany, was treated 
fOTlrostbite and shock but otherwise was unharmed, said major Lutl Gandorfl , a 
spokesman for Nato exercise Array Encounter, underway in northern Norway. 

A cord from Loeb's military kit tangled Inside the C-160 transport plane when 
hejumped, leaving him hanging as the aircraft flew at 240 kilometres (150 miles) 


Mom gets pregnant to give girl marrow transplant 


tOS ANGELES, Feb 16, (UPl): A 43-year- 
m woman whose daughter has leukemia has 
become pregnant in hopes the baby will be 
abjfeto provide a bone-marrow transplant for 
the stricken teenager. 

Mary Ayala, of Walnut, California, who is 
due to give birth in mid-April, hopes the 
newborn infant's bone marrow will be a 
match for her 17-year-old daughter, Anissa. 

“1 never thought I'd be pregnant at my 
age," the mother-to-be told the Los Angeles 
Times, “but when you're faced with the pos- 


sibility that your child is going to die, you 
desperately seek, and whatever you need to 
do, you do it.” 

Physicians said the bone marrow can be 
taken with little risk from an infant who is at 
least six months old. 

The chances for a bone marrow match 
among siblings is about 25 per cent, while 
there is only a 1 -in-20, 000 chance of finding a 
matching donor in the general population. 

No other family members match Anissa's 
bone marrow, and a search by the national 


una' s claim over the South Atlantic islands 300 miks (480 kms) off his country's coast. 

Argentine Foreign Minister Domingo LavaHo said the deal “means pa^pg from a 
state of war to astate of peace.” 

At the same time, Menem moved quickly to finish the process of normalising relations 
by announcing that career diplomat Mario Campora, who is currently deputy foreign 
minister, would be named the new ambassador to Britain. 

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has consistently refused to discus Fa IV- 
lands sovereignty with Argratma. In return, Argentina refused until Thursday to say it 
regarded hostilities withBritain in the South Atlantic to be ended. _ 

mm — United Nations Secretary- 
“ - " . | Genera] Javier Perez de Cuellar 

1 ’ - ' said; “1 very much welcome the 

* • --- decision ... to re-establish 

fc _ ;.'.t diplomatic relations. This 

■VSL * . • • immediately creates an atmos- 

-- phere of confidence.” 

' Talks between British and 

- * Argentine officials on resuming 

v normal relations began last 
' *■ r - . August after Menem sard Argen- 

- ^ v « -.-j.- - tina would not raise its claim to 

’ CIk '-Vi Falklands sovereignty at them. 

' ill- Talks in Berne, Switzerland, in 
■- a ^ = i -\y. July 1984 foundered over Argen- 

' tina’s insistence on raising the 

.-*‘<5? •**- - sovereignty issue in the face of 

M|jS Britain's refusal to discuss it. 

• The Falklands war erupted 

•' after Argentine forces invaded 

.* • ‘the islands on April 2, 198Z 

'v Britain sent a military task force, 

• [•:' - which recaptured them after a 

• ‘ " - the lives of 712 Argentines, 255 

^ .-v- ■ • - - Britons and three islanders. 

Argentina c laims the island.^ 

which it calls the Malvinas, are 
^ . _ . . , . pan of its . Spanish colonial 

es (960 feel) above the ground, Gandorf said. heritage and savs Britain stole 

uld have been cut loose and completed the jump. That wasn’t 

he lost consciousness, probably d ue to the cold he said. The . 

minus 4 degrees Fahrenheit (minus 20 Centigrade). A key to the Madrid deal was 

Bn tarns agreement to lift its ISO 
is soon as I get the chance," Loeb, serving in the 252 para mile (240 km)- radius military 

ighold. West Germany, said from a hospital bed after the protection zone around the 

accident (Reuter wlrephoto) islands, from which Argentine 

t warships and planes were 

marrow transDlant was patroned by 

1,1111 " WWW British submarines, ships and 

. . . . .. planes, while the islands tbem- 

, you marrow donor programmer of unrelated don- selves arc guarded by 2/WO Brit- 

ed to ors has failed to find a match. isb troops. 




per hour, 300 metres (960 feet) above the ground, Gandorf said. 

Normally, he would have been cut loose and completed the jump. That wasn’t 
possible because he lost consciousness, probably d ue to the cold," he said. The 
temperature was minus 4 degrees Fahrenheit (minus 20 Centigrade). 

I’ll jump again as soon as I get the chance," Loeb, serving in the 252 para 
battalion from Naghold. West Germany, said from a hospital bed after the 
accident (Reuter wlrephoto) 


marrow donor programmer ofunrelfltcddon- 
ors has failed to find a match. 

While parents must give consent for chil- 
dren to be bone-marrow donors,-the news- 
paper reported that a mother giving birth to a 
child for die purpose of providing a donor 
raises ethical questions. 

“What they're doing ethically is. very trou- 
bling, but on the other hand, 1 can sympathise 
with their desire to do everything possible to 
save their daughter's life," Alexander M. 
Capron, professor of law and medicine. 



diplomat who led the British 
team in Madrid, said; "‘The zone 
is being lifted (from March 3 1) ... 
what we have done instead is to 
create security areas of impor- 
tance to both countries.” 

The British Foreign Office 
said last night that the two 
nations had agreed to inform one 
another about movements of 
their warships and military air- 
craft in key areas of the South 
Atlantic and give notice of large 
military'exerases. 

JJnder the deal, Argentine ! 
warships wishing to come within 
SO miles (80 kms) of the islands 
and Argentine warplanes wish- 
ing to come within 70 miles (110 
kms) will have to give 48 hours 
notice. 

Menem said the Madrid deal 
opened up trade possibilities for 
Argentina, a major meat expor- 
ter. “Aside from having etimin- 
; aied ... the possibilities of an 
armed conflict, it opens for us 
wide possibilities in ... the 
European Economic Comjntm- 
.ity,” he said. 


Ride thrives on research: Nothing can 
reproduce the thrill of the launch pad, but former 
astronaut Sally Ride is finding satisfaction in the 
qukl of the university campus. 

Ride. America's first woman in space, joined the 
faculty at University of California, San Diego, last 
faH She tenches physics and directs the California 
Space Institute, which co-ordinates space research 
among the state’s eight UC campuses. 

Rid e said she thrives on hours spent in her research 

'—the design office ejection lasers — and in meeting 
with students- (AP) 

• • • 

-Bowie lawsuit dismissed: a federal judge 
dismissed a lawsuit against rock star David Borne 
that claimed he sexually assaulted a fan and toid her 
he had Aids after spending the night with her. 

Wanda Lee Nichols said that Bowie assaulted her 
after inviting her to his hold room on Oct 9. 1987, 
during a concert tour stopover in Dallas. 

Bowie conceded he had spent the night with Ms 
Nichols, but denied he had assaulted her. A grand 
jury dcrimnd to indict Bowie on November 18, 1987. 
(AP) 

* * » 

Close: woman of the yean Actress Ginn 

Close scooped up another honour from a college, this 
rime from the Dartmouth Him Society in Hanover, 
NcwHampriitrCQOining Robert Rcdford and mi»«n 
Gish as recipients of the organisation's award. 

“I hope 1 can keep doing the kind of work that 
warrants this overwhelming response,” the actress 
said at Wednesday’s ceremony at Dartmouth 
College. “It's deeply moving and 1 thank yon from 
the bottom of my heart." 

Close, a five-tone Academy award nominee, made 
her film debut in 1982 in “The world According to 
Garp.” Since then, she has starred in such films as 
“Fatal Attraction," and “Dangerous liaisons." (AP) 

• * • 

American lords take on: Broadcast 
executive Laurence A. Tisch and publishing' Mogul 
Malcohn Forbes are pan of a corporate bridge team 
taking on British parliamentarians as the lords of 
Amencan meet real British nobility. 

Sir Peter Emery of London and the selector Duke 
of Atholl will co-captain the British parliament team 
in the February 23 match in London, said Kathy Wei 
of the American Contract Bridge League. 

Ms Wei, one or the top world bridge players, said 
Wednesday she win be master of ceremonies for the 
event (AP) 

• • * 

The change will do y on good: win or lose, 
transsexual Terri Pohrman’s biaformayor promises 
to enliven the political landscape of YountviUe, a 
sleepy northern California town. 

Pohrman, a 37-year-old costume jewelry sales- 
woman who underwent a sex change operation in the 
1970s, is campaigning on the slogan “die change vnU 
do you good." 

A one-time female impersonator who moved to 
YountviUe two years ago.Pohrman faces two oppon- 
ents in the April 10 election. If elected, she said, she 
plans to donate the S180 a month mayor’s salary to 
charity. (Reuter) 
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Giant African frogs probe: Before giant 
Goliath frogs from Africa are allowed to hop in the - 
annual Calaveras county frog-jumping jubilee in 
Angels Camp, California US contest officials have a 
few questions for the folks bade home. 

What do Goliaths eat? 

How do they catch their prey? 

Can they spread disease by biting? 

When is their mating season? 

TbeCalaveras county fair beard, concerned about 
' the foreign frogs, wants to know the answeis before 
rahng whether the Goliaths may enter the May 17-20 
contest. (Renter) 


Tsunami, hits Monterey: The earthquake 

that walloped northern California in October trig- 
gered a four-foot-high Tsunami, a huge undersea 
landslide and a feeding frenzy by fish in Monterey 
Bay, scientists say. 

Towns along the bay were lucky the Tsunami, a 
quake-caused sea wave, occurred near low tide. If the 
jolt had come at high tide, “there could have been 
problems.” oceanographer Frank Schwing said 
Thursday in a telephone interview. (AP) 


Bolivian wealth 

Peasant leaders chew coca leaves Feb 15 during a 
protest held In Cochabamba. The leaders ot peasant 
groups declared yesterday National Coca Chewing 
Day In reaction to the drug summit held in Cartagena. 

The sign reads 'Coca is the wealth ot Bolivia.' (Reuter 
wirephoto) 

Voyager 1 appears successful: The 

Voyager 1 spacecraft sent radio signals to Earth on 
Wednesday indicating it successfully snapped pic- 
tures of most of the planets to create the first family 
portrait of the solar system, Nasa said. 

“Engineering data we received show the proper 
commands were executed. It looks like the pictures 
were taken properly," said Mary Hardin, a spokes- 
woman for the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration’s let Propulsion Laboratory. 

Voyager I, which photograhed Jupiter m 1980 and 
Saturn in 1981 , was ordered to snap the photographs 
Tuesday evening, but it took five hours and 36 I 
minutes for signals confirming the commands were ^ 
executed to travel the 3.7 btmon miles (5.9 billion 
kilometres) to Earth, Hardin said. (AP) 

• • * 

Reactor shut down: The nation's principal 
maker of radioactive isotopes for nuclear medicine 
was shut down indefinitely because of leak in its 
reactor cooling system, the third in three months, 
officials said in Sterling Forest, NY. 

The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the 
State Department of Environmental Conservation 
ordered the Cintichem reactor shut down Tuesday 
until the company proves it can operate without 
radioactive leaks, according to a joint statement. (AP) 

Sandinistas threaten expropriation: 

President Daniel Ortega said Wednesday that if his 
leftist Sandinista Party wins this month’s elections, it 
will seize property owned by opposition leaders, 
including the only opposition newspaper. 

"If we win. 1 say be will hand them a complete bill, 
so they will be left without a newspaper — LaPrensa 
— and the homes of the candidate and the vice- 
presidential candidate wfil be converted into chil- 
dren’s homes on the day after the elections." Ortega 
told a campaign rally. 

Ortega and Vice-President Sergio Ramirez are 
seeking re-election Feb 25, running against LaPrensa 
publisher Violeta Barrios de Chamorro and Virgilio 
Godoy on the ticket of the 14-party United National 
Opposition, or UNO. (AP) 

• • » 

Bombs thrown at embassies: Leftist 

guerrillas threw bombs at the United States and 
Panamanian embassies and an American-owned 
auto parts company office, causing some damage 
both no injuries, police said Thursday. 

In separate, nearly simultaneous attacks, the 
bombs were thrown from pasting cars shortly before 
midnight Wednesday, police said. 

Authorities found flyers at the facilities linking the 
three bombings to the pro-Cuban Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement, police said. (API 


3 German hackers convicted of selling codes to KGB 


CELLE, West Germany, Feb 16, (AP): Three West 
German hackers were found guilty yesterday of 
selling Western nuHtary- computer codes to the 
Soviet KGB and giving suspended sentences rang- 
ing from 14 months to two years. 

Dirk Brzezinslri, Peter Carl and Markus Hess 
were arrested in March after an investigation by US 
and West German officials revealed the three had 
obtained passwords and codes giving them a cce s s 
to key military and research computers in the 
United States. Western Europe and japan. 

A fourth man, 30-year-old Karl Koch, who was 
also arrested in the case, committed suicide in May. 


At the trial, which began Jan 11, all three admit- 
ted guilty in obtaining the codes to sell them to a 
Soviet KGB agent in East Berlin. 

In yesterday’s decision, chief Judge Leopold 
SpiUer said the three were given suspended senten- 
ces because “it could not be proven that substantial 
damage had been done to the federal republic (West 
Germany) or its Nato partners." But SpiDer also 
said the three sold the computer codes for money. 

Carl was sentenced to 24 months, Hess 20 mon- 
ths and Brzezinski 14 months. 

All three men were freed on suspended sentences 
as long as they stay out of trouble with the law for 


the duration of their terms. 

Carl, 35, tokl the court during the trial that be 


reprisals. 

Court records show tha* Carl made at least 25 
contacts with the Soviets and received a total 90,000 
marks IS 54 .500) for the computer information, 
which was split among the hackers, amateurs who 
figure out ways to access private computer systems. 

Bnerinski. 30, told the court that Koch had the 
original idea of selling the information to the KGB. 


f ! 


House no to austerity plan 

Sweden finance minister quits 


STOCKHOLM, Feb 16 (AP): 
Finance Minister KieH-Olof 
Fcldt resigned today from me 
day-old caretaker cabinet, one 
day after the government resig- 
ned when his economic austerity 
package was defeated m 
feliamenl. 


Fddt’s resignation appeared 
to be an attempt by the Social 
Democrats, the former govern- 
ing party, to regroup, regain 
public confidence and build 
political support to form a new 
government. 

On Thursday, Prime Minister 


jKto ..* 35 OnTTiursday, Prime Minister 
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ingvar Carlsson subnutted the 
government's resignation, set- 
ting off a political crisis, after 
Parliament rejected the econ- 
omic austerity measures 
proposed by the widely respected 
FeldL 

Carlsson announced that Fel- 
dt’s deputy and .budget director. 
Odd Engstrom, would fill the fin- 
ance minister's post in the 
caretaker government 

The government lost a vote 
190-153 on the bill to freeze 
prices, wages, rents, local taxes 
and corporate dividends for two 
years. 

Fddt told a news conference 
he did not have the political 
backing or the personal will to 
scrap ms programme and start 
over. 

“With the plans I have had, 1 
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don't have the strength to begin 
afresh. To have a new policy, I 
have to hand over to younger and 
better forces.” he said, with Carl- 
sson at his side. 

Asked if the Social Democrats 
had an effective alternative to the 
wage-price freeze, he said, “no, 
not today." 

He said he had wanted to anil 
for several months, but his 
departure was hastened by the 
political crisis. 

In a separate development 
today, mediators said they hoped 
an end could be announced later 
in the day to a crippling three- 
week bank strike. Wage 
demands of up to 20 per cent and 
closure of all Sweden’s banks led 
the government to draw up its 
politically fatal crisis 
programme. 
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US to cut 1 2,000 troops in Asia, Pacitiq 

_ ... . ffi — ^1 


Cheney peers through binoculars at the North Korean border. (Reuter 

wirephotd) 


SEOUL, Feb 16, (AP): US Secretary of State Dick 
Cheney told Seoul officials that he wants to cut US 
forces in Asia and the Pacific by 10 to 12 per cent — 
at least 1 2,000 troops — over the next three years. 

He said about 5,000 of the troops would be pulled 
out of South Korea and another 7,000 to 9,400 
would be withdrawn from the Philippines and 
Japan. There are 120,000 US troops based in the 
three countries. 

Cheney flew by helicopter along the heavily for- 
tified border between North and South Korea today 
and lunched with combat-ready American troops to 
discuss cutbacks in US forces. 

Morning fog in the rugged terrain along the 


demilitarized zone delayed Cheney s helicopter 
tour, but the weather unproved by noon and he flew 
56 kilometres (35 miles) northeast of Seoul to Camp 
Casey, headquarters of the US 2nd infantry div- 
ision. 

Cheney saw dozens of tanks, bunkers and'guard 
posts covered with camouflage, buildings painted in 
speckled olive-drab and brown and soldiers in full- 
dress battle fatigues, the standard uniform for com- 
bat-ready troops along the border between com- 
munist North Korea and the capitalist South. 

Journalists were told Cheney asked to have an 
informal lunch with 12 non-commissioned officers 
“with no generals present.'" 


Cheney explained thebackground of cuts in troop 
strength and defence spending to senior enlisted 
men and asked for their comments, one witness said. 

There are 43,000 US. troops stationed in South 
Korea under a mutual defence pact. US officials said 
yesterday about.5,000 are expected to be withdrawn 
in the next three yeais. 


Cheney, who also will travel to Manila and 
Tokyo, said the troop cuts in Sduth Korea would 
not be pushed “precipitously.’’ 


' “Qur commitment remains strong,” Cheney told 
reporters yesterday. 

At a meeting with South Korean President Roh 


Tae-Woo yesterday, Cheney reaffirmed Washing! 
ton’s firm security commitment to Seoul and war-f 
ned the military threat from communist Nor* 

Korea ‘‘remains undiminished.” 

The Koreas, divided since 1945, face each othrif 
with more than 1 .5 million troops deployed onbottf 
sides. , . , - -i 

Yesterday, North Korea charged that Qjeney. 
was in the region to observe South Korean prepare-, 
dons for war against the North- 
At a news conference at the end of talks yesterday; 
South Korean Defence Minister Lee Sang-Hoott 
said his government would give “positive consider-' 
don" to increasing its support for the US troops; . 


LDP win ' 
predicted 
in Japan 
election 


TOKYO, Feb 16, (AP) - . Unusually 
high voter turnout is expected m 
Japan's parliamentary election this 
weekend, with more poQs today 
showing the governing Liberal 
Democratic Party likely to stay in 
■power. 

Less than two days before the 
ballot, Japanese media predicted an 
80-93 per cent voter turnout in Sun- 
day's election for representatives to 
Parliament's powerful lower house. 

The high voter interest reflects the 
importance of the election, which 
could drive the liberal Democrats 
from their 34-year hold on power. 
Last July the liberal Democrats lost 
control of the less powerful upper 
house in the wake of the imposition 
of an unpopular new saks tax and the 
influence-buying Recruit scandal, 
named after theunn at the centre of 
the controversy. 

The newspaper Y omiuri Shimbun 
said today its poll showed that “the 
people's concern over the Recruit 
scandal and the consumption tax has 
weakened while convent over basic 
standard-of-livmg issues such as 
land, housing, prices and welfare has 
increased." 

A survey by Kyodo News Service 
released today showed the Con- 
servative governing party winning 
46.7 per cent of the vote and the 
Japan Socialist Party, the No l 
opposition group, taking 23.8 per 
cent The Liberal Democrats' share 
increased by I.S per cent from a 
Kyodo poll taken before parliamen- 
tary elections in 1986. while the 
Socialists registered 13.2 per cent 
support at that time. 

Other media polls during the week 
have given the Liberal Democrats 
259-285 seats in the 512-seat lower 
house, down from their current 295, 
and the Socialists 120-140 seats, up 
from their current 85. 

A party needs a minimum of 257 
seats for a simple majority in the 
chamber, which selects rise prime 


Cory plays down 


snub to Cheney 


‘Just leave it at that’ 


MANILA, Feb 1 6, (AP): President Corazon Aquino refused yesterday to be drawn into an argument with 
US President George Bush over her decision not to see US Defence Secretary Dick Cheney during his visit 
next week. 

Bush, in an interview with the New York Daily News, said Aquino would “earn a great deal from Dick 
Cheney about the way we view the very important United States presence in the Pacific.” 

“President Bush and I have mutual respect for each other’s personal and official views,'" Aquino said in a 
statement issued in response to request for comment on Bush's remarks published in Manila's newspapers. 

“Regarding the visit of secretary Cheney, we have given our respective views. Let ns just leave it at that,*' 
Aquino said. 



Hawke calls 


snap election 


Close fight likely 


minister and has the power to adopt 
ties with- 


the national budget and treaties wi 
out approval of the upper house, 
which can block legislation on other 
issues. 

In all the surveys, 30-40 per cent of 
the voters polled remained uncom- 
mitted to any cand id a t e. leaving 
jopen the possibility of a defeat for the 
governing party. 

Yomiun, Japan's largest news- 
paper, said 80 per cent of those 
surveyed will cast ballots, while 
K>odo said 93 percent of those they 
survey ed expected to. Voter turnout 
was 7 1 per cent in the 1986 balloting 
and 65 per cent in rite upper house 
election last year. No margins of 
error were available for the polls. 

■ Japanese officials today rebuffed 
suggestions by Soviet Premier Nik- 
olai Ryzhkov that economic rela- 
tions between their two countries 
should be considered separately 
from a thorny territorial dispute. 

"We're not desperately in need of 
money, in fact we have too much, 
acting Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Shigco Takenaka said when asked 
Japan's reaction to Ryzhkov's sug- 
gestion that Tokyo could miss outon 
economic opportunities in the Soviet 
Union if it continues to insist on the 
return of the southern Kuril Islands. 

Takenaka said the disputed 
territory is “the centrepiece of any 


SYDNEY, Feb 16, (Reuter): 
Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke today called a snap elec- 
tion for March 24. and predicted 
a close fight as his Labour Party 
bids for a record fourth con- 
secutive term in office. 

“I'm not in any sense com- 
placent or cocky about this cam- 
paign ... it's going to be a tight 
campaign,” Hawke told a news 
conference where he announced 
the election. 

Opinion polls show labour 
inching ahead of the Liberal/ 
National Party coalition led by 
Andrew Peacock. 

Political analysts said the cam- 
paign would hinge on econ- 
omics, with Hawke defending his 
record and the conservative 
opposition, riven by leadership 


disputes, trying to show it has the 
abilil 


ity to govern and do better. 

“It is going to be a matter of 
people deciding which of the two 
major parties looks the most 
credible at pulling Australia out 
of the economic slump it’s in,” 
said Dean Jaensch, reader in 



politics at Flinders University, 
Soi 


relationship that might develop bet- 
ween Japan and the Soviet Union.” 


South Australia. 

No-one was surprised by 
Hawke's decision to call the pou 
on March 24, almost two months 
early. Major parties have been 
involved in unofficial election- 
eering for months. 

Despite voter discontent 
towards Labour because oftaigh 
interest rates and other economic 
problems, the latest opinion polls 
show the Hawke government 
three percentage points ahead of 
the opposition. 

A Morgan Gallup opinion 
poll released this week showed 50 
per cent of Australians favoured 
the charismatic Hawke as prime 
minister, while only 18 per cent 
supported Peacock, who heads 
the Liberal Party. 

"Clearly, (all the signs) suggest 


Bob Hawke. (Reuter wirephoto) 

that it is the right time to call an 
election.'’ said Jaensch. 

"Labour was certainly out of 
favour at the end of last year but 
it seems that the trendline has 
come back towards labour.” 

The opposition needs only a 
2.6 per cent swing nation- 
ally to win power, or a net gain of 
12 out of the 148 House of 
Representative (lower house) 
seats. 

* Hawke, who took office in 
1983, has given Australians the 
choice between what he says is 
labour’s visionary government, 
with a proven record of econ- 
omic management, or a bank- 
rupt opposition. 

“There is a truth of Australian 
politics which has been reflected 
over a long period of time: If you 
can't govern yourselves, you 
can't govern the country,” 
Hawke told today's news con- 
ference. 


Nujoma elected President 


UN chief to swear in new leader on March 21 


WINDHOEK. Feb 16, (AP): Sam Nujoma, leader 
of the South-West Africa People's Organisation for 
30 years, was elected Namibia's first Preside n t today 
in preparation for the territory’s independence 
March 21. 

The 72-member constituent assembly unan- 
imously elected Nujoma, who helped found Swapo 
in 1960*andledit through a 23-year bush war against 
South African rule of Namibia, formerly called 
South- West Africa. 

"Chi behalf of the Namibian people and myself I 
v. ant to express my sincere appreciation for the trust 
and honour you nave bestowal upon me," Nujoma 
told the assembly. "Once again I call on all 
Namibians to remain united behind our govern- 
ment and work together for peace and stability." 

Nujoma is to be sworn into office on indepen- 
dence day by United Nations Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. Namibia’s South African 
administrator Louis Pienaar will continue to be in 
charge of the territory until then. 

South Africa, which has ruled Namibia since 
1 91 5. has agreed to grant the territory independence 
under a regional peace accord signed m 1988 with 
Angola and Cuba. 

More than 6,000 UN militaiy and civilian person- 
nel have been monitoring the transition to indepen- 
dence. which began last April. 

Former US Presidential candidate the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson attended the assembly session and was 
oven time to address the members. 

“I'm impressed by people civilised enough to 
agree and disagree.’ 1 Jackson told the assembly. 
“This isan example of how ademocratic society can 
w ork when people move from polarisation to coali- 
tion." 

Jackson, who completed an eight-day visit to 



Cheney sliced a day off his 
schedule to visit Manila after 
Aquino decided not to see him. 

Aquino’s decision followed 
the Bush administration's failure 
to fulfil aid commitments this 
year under a 1988 agreement In 
which it pledged to secure 
approval from the US Congress 
for S962 million in aid to Manila 
in the next two years. 

Cheney, who is expected in 
Manila Monday and Tuesday, is 
on a four-nation trip to Asia to 
discuss propose cutbacks in US 
military presence in the region. 

Bush, on Aquino's request- 
sent F-4 Phantom jets on per- 
suasion flights and helped her 
government quell the Dec 1-9 
coup attempt, the sixth and 
gravest in her almost four years 
as president. 

The United States maintains 
sixmilitaxy facilities in the Philip- 
pines, including the huge Clark 
Air Base and Subic Bay Naval 
complex, under a 1947 treaty 
expiring in 1991. 

US Ambassador Nicolas Platt 
said Cheney will announce 
reductions at the San Miguel 
communications station and at 
Clark home of the 13th air force. 

Five senators in interviews 
with United Press International 
defended Aquino's position on 
Cheney and criticised Bush for 
his statement which they regard 
as a rebuff to Aquino. 

“Why should Bush be offen- 
ded?” said Sen. Teofisto Guin- 
gona. “We have the right to be 
offended and not Bush because 
(the United States) have short- 
changed us from the beginning," 
Giringona said. 

"I think President Aquino has 
put the Americans in their proper 
place,” said Sen Wigberto Tan- 
ada. “It is strange that after not 
respecting and complying with 
our constitution, our laws, our 
agreement with them, Lbey even 
have the temerity to rebuke our 
president.” 

Opposition Senator Juan 
Ponce Enrile said, however, that 
Aquino “should not have 
precipitately and publicly stated 
she would not meet with 
(Cheney). After all, this man is 
representing her counterpart in 
the United States." 

US officials yesterday warned 
US citizens to lake “appropriate 
precaution" when travelling in 
the Philippines because of 
threats connected to the visit next 
week of Cheney. 

A US state department adv- 
isoty said travel to and from US 
military facilities in the Philip- 
pines remained normal but “a 
threat exists against US official 
personnel and facilities and 
travellers should take 
appropriate precaution.” 

The advisory also urged US 
citizens not to travel to the cen- 
tral island of Samar, the provin- 
ces of Lanao Del Sur, Sulu and 
Basilan in the south and Kalinga 
Apayao. Cagayan and Isabela in 
the north due to ongoing com- 
munist insurgency and criminal 
activity.” 

■ In other developments, 
police safely detonated a time 
bomb early today after it was 
found by a security guard at the 
entrance to the Makati Stock 
Exchange, officials said. 

Police Maj. Remy Macaspac 
said the guard found the device at 
about 1 1 pm (1500 GMT) yester- 
day . 








Philippine soldiers in full battle gear watch a basketball game Feb 16. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Filipino students belonging to the leftist 'Kadena' hold anti-US placards during a demonstration in Manila 

on Feb 15. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Sino-UK 
deal on 
HK not 
enough 


Jack 


BEUING, Feb 16, (UPI): A * 
compromise between Britain 
and China on a mini-cons tilu- ^ 


tion for Hong Kong after it 
reverts to Chinese rule in 1997 is 
unlikely to restore the territory’s 
shattered confidence, Hong 
Kong negotiators said yesterday. 

The assessment came as 
officials clarified the confusing, 
announcement Wednesday that 
agreement had been reached on 
key disputed issues in talks on the 
so-called basic law, the. 
document by which Hong Kong 
will be governed after 1 997. 

China made some concessions 
on the pace and form of how the 
territory will become more' 
democratic, Hong Kon 
negotiators said, but not enou 
to substantially ease fears that 
intensified after last year’s Chin- . 
ese crackdown on the pro- jt 
democracy movement. * 

“It’s a little bit of ; 
improvement, bits and pieces,” 
said Raymond Wu, a Hong 
Kong member of the committee 
drafting the mini-constitution. 



A 
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‘Every change is along the line 
of what Hong Kong people have 


NEW YORK, Feb 16, (UPI): A judge yesterday 
rejected a request to unseal secret documents that 
defence lawyers argued would support a claim that ‘ 
former Philippines First Lady Imelda Marcos and 
her late husband were kidnapped and brought 
“involuntarily" to the United States. 

The ruling by US district court judge John 
Keenan marked a setback for Imelda, who is seeking 
to get federal racketeering charges against her dis- 
missed based on the abduction daim. 

In denying the request, Keenan said defence 
lawyers failed to prove that classified government 
documents would bolster the daim that the Mar- 
coses were kidnapped by US military forces and 
taken to Hawaii after Ferdinand Marcos was ousted 
in February 1986. 


Although Keenan has not yet ruled on themotion 
to throw out the charges against Imelda, the judge 
said the abduction claim was “completely belied” by 
a June 8, 1988, letter sent to president Reagan by the - 
former Philippine leader. 

In that letter, the judge noted, Marcos wrote how 
“we came to the United States at your invitation” 
and went on to state that “Imelda and I are grateful 
to you for the hospitality you extended to us mote 
than two years ago.” 

“This is hardly the language of a kidnap victim,” 
the judge said in his 10-page ruling. 

The Marcos letter was made public last year when 
prosecutors tried to discount the abduction claim, 
originally raised on the couple's *1986 and 1987 
federal income tax returns. 



Death penalty extended? Singapore inten- 
sified its anti-drug campaign Thursday by extending 
tbe death penalty to cover traffickers in cocaine, 
opium and marijuana. 


Execution by hanging is now mandatory for 
icted of trafficking, manufacturing. 


anyone convicted 

importing or exportingmore than 30 grammes (1.06 
ounces) of cocaine. 500 grammes (17.6 ounces) of 
marijuana, 200 grammes (7.05 ounces) of ha^lch 


and I -2 kilogrammes (2.6 pounds) of opium. Under, 
the new law. possession of those amounts is equaled 


with trafficking. 

“We have contained the drug problem but it has 
not been eradicted. Drugs are still quite readily 
available in the region,” said Poh Geok Ek, director 
of the central narcotics bureau. 

Before the law was amended, the death penalty 
applied only to people convicted of trafficking in 
more than I S grammes (0.5 ounces) of heroin and 
more than 30 grammes (1.06 ounces) of morphine. 
(AP) 


foreign minister visits Sofia next month, government 
officials said Friday. 

Officials of both countries signed a protocol on 
diplomatic relations in Sofia on Thursday and agreed 
to establish formal diplomatic ties next month, they 
said. 

South Korea approved a similar protocol with 
Czechoslovakia lan month. 

South Korean Foreign Minister Choi Ho-Joong 
plans to visit SoGa and Prague in mid-March to sign 
formal agreements to open relations with the two 
East European coimtris- (AP) 


Stripper-politician gets jail: Hsu shao- 

tan. Taiwan's stopper-turned-poli urian. was senten- 


ced on Friday to three months in prison for makinga 
pornographic movie, court officials said. 

Under Taiwan law. sentences of under six months 
can be settled by paying a fine — amounting in Hsu's 
case to only 8.100 Taiwan dollars (5310 US) — 
instead of serving the time. Hsu did not appea r in 
court for the sentencing. 

She admitted appearing in the movie but said the 
nudge scenes were not of her body. 

Hsu narrowly lost a race for a seat in parliament in 
- December el e ctions. One of her campaign slogans 
was: “Nipples against knuckles.'' 

She is still awaiting judgement in another case 
brought after she took off her clothes in front of the 
legislature. (Reuter) 


Queen heads home: Queen' Elizabeth II and 
her husband, tbe Duke of .Edinburgh, flew out of 
New 7ra)and on Friday after a 16-day visit. 

Go veraorGeneraiSn Paul Reeves. Prnne Minister 
Geoffrey Palmer and a number of cabinet ministers 
were among those who gathered on the tarmac at 
Christchurch airport to farewell the royal couple. 

Before entering the British Airways plane for tbe 
journey to London, the Queen, dressed in royal blue, 
turned and waved to a small crowd lining the airport 
viewing deck. (AP) 


Seal Sofia tics* South Korea will establish 
formal diplomatic relations with Bulgaria when its 


Malaysia won’t apologise: Malaysia will 
not apologise to the world for laws that require the 
h a nging of drug traffickers. Deputy Prime Minister 
Gfaafa r Baba said Thursday. 

He said Kuala Lumpur also would not protest if 
other countries imposed si milar sentences on 
Malaysians found guilty of trafficking abroad. 

“ We wantihe world w know about our firm stand. 
We do not need to apologise for having laws provid- 
ing hanging to drug traffickers,” he told a news 
conference. 

“(US) President (George) Bush himself U now 
talking about banging offenders. Some countries, 
not the United States, have criticised us for hanging 


their people. We do not hang their people. — we ha no 
those who t raffic m drugs, we don’t care where they 


come from,** he said. 


asked for. but whatever changes 
(were made) will only satisfy a 
certain number of people to a 
certain degree,” he said. 

He also said it would take “a 
lot of other things” besides the, 
basic law to restore confidence in 
the territory. 

Britain and China had been 
unable to agree on the details of 
the basic law and have been 
negotiating behind the scenes, 
before this week’s round of talks, 
the final session on the 
document, concludes tomorrow. 

The final draft is to be com- 
pleted Ity the end of the five-day . 
plenum for ratification by the 
Chinese government in March. 

Wu told reporters the main- 
land-dominated group oversee^ 
ing political affairs agreed to 
propose several amendments to. 
the existing draft. 

He said the number of directly . 
elected seats in the territorial leg- " 
islativecoundL. known as Legco, 
■will bfc increased to 20 in 1997 
from 18. The figure represents 30 
per cent of the legislature and is 
four seats short of Britain's latest 
proposal.* 

Wu said the 20 seat number 
was agreed without a vote by the 
majority of drafters. Asked 
whether there were proposals for 
a higher number of directly elec- 
ted seats, Wu said, “No -v 
because that seems to be the 
agreement." 

There has been widespread 
ec ulation that Britain and 


specula 

China already have hammered J^\ 
out the details of the basic law, . : ■ 
and Hong Kong drafters ’ '• 
appeared resigned to the figures 
h a n ded down for a final vote. 


Burma detains 
25 candidates 


BANGKOK, Feb 16,(AP): Burma's 
military rulers have detained at least 
25 opposition parliamentary can- 
didates and hundreds of other dis- 
sidents in advance of promised elec- 
tions. Western diplomats in Ran- 
goon said today. 


AD 25 candidates bad been held 
smee Feb 8. Most are members of the 
'ea^g opposition group, the 
National League for Democracy,, 
according to the diplomats, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

They said, the candidates were all 

nmmng ,n May 2? ekctioili 

which wdl be the first multiparty vote 
since 1960. 




It was not dear for how long the 
candidates would be detained, or 
wbat charges they faced, if any, said 
^bediplomats, readied by telephone 
from Bangkok. All the detained can- 
didates were running for office .in 
Rangoon. 


Nujoma elected to be the first President of Namibia 
after independence. (Reuter wirephoto) 


South Africa yesterday, said Namibia could become 
3 k’.* of democracy for South Africa. 


Missing Kenyan foreign minister found killed: bodv set aliaht 

body <>f . Ouko, 57, wished near his home at failed to atmrar at .... 


Jackson, whohas known Nujoma for many years, 
told the Namibian leader tiiat “God has rewarded 
you for all your suffering.” 

The black USdvil rights leader said he would urge 
the US government to increase aid to Namibia and 
other black-ruled countries in the region. 

Leftist Swapo won 41 assembly seats in elections 
last November and six other parties captured the 
remaining 31 spots. 


\wrij. me Doay oi 

Kenyan Foreign Minister Robert John 
Ouko, missing for three days, was found 
drad this afternoon near his home, the 
official Kenya New* Agency announced. 

He had apparently been murdered and 
his body set alight, according to police 
search team officials, who spoke on condi- 
tion that thev not be identified. 

In an official statement. Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap Moi expressed 
•profound sorrow” at Ouko's death. 


Koru in western Kenya. 180 miles (290 
. km) from the capital Nairobi, early Tues- 
day, and was sought in vain yesterday bv 
government security forces. 

The body was found six kilometres (four 
miles) from his home, Moi's statement 
said, in circumstances sug gesting foul 

pfey- 

Ouko disappeared in the early hour of 
Tuesday morning, but his absence was not 
discovered until late Wednesday, when he 


to appear at Nairobi airport, from 
where he was to fly on an official visit to 
Gambia, ministry officials said. 

In an earlier statement, Moi said he had 
then immediately launched a search for 
Ouko, and appealed for citizens with any 
information leading to his whereabouts to 
come forward. 


Ouko's absence was first made public in 
a family appeal broadcast last night. 

The 57-year-old minister of foreign 
affairs and international co-operation left 


^,L 0me , ne * r Kisumu, m western Kenya, 
in the early hours of Tuesday morning. 

He was due to fly the 150 miles (240 km) 
hyhe capital, Nairobi, ahead of his state 

According to a report in the official : 
Kenya Times newspaper, he was picked up 

£ ha ™ g t0ld HiS 

He had not been seen since. The news- 
paper said he had left his official briefcase 
rnd readingglasses behind in his bedroom. 
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Poland gets a bitter pill 

Modrow in Warsaw talks on German unification 
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Jackson meets Mandela 


US Civil Rights leader Jesse Jackson met Nelson Mandela 
on Thursday and said the nationalist hero's relationship 
with South Africa's president was crucial to the country's 
future. 

"I think President De Klerk and Nelson Mandela have 
started a relationship which could be the key. M he said. 

Jackson (second from left) met Mandela for 45 minutes 
at the tiny home in the black township of Soweto where 
Mandela has decided to live since being freed from 27 
years in jail on Sunday 

"I wish Martin Luther King could have been here for this 
moment," Jackson said, referring to the legendary civil 


rights campaigner. 

De Klerk's decision to tree Mandela is aimed at breaking 
the political deadlock between South Africa's white min- 
ority and the disenfranchised black majority. 

Mandela, said on Thursday he had never seen a fac- 
simile machine and would like ta have a look at one. . 

Jackson said Mandela was gently criticising media 
stories saying he enjoyed a luxurious life in the last months 
of imprisonment including the use of modem commun- 
ications devices such es fax machine. 

Shown with Jackson and Mandela are their wives Winnie 
and Jacky (extreme right); (Reuter wirephoto) 


WARSAW, Feb 16, (Agencies)'. The prime ministers of Poland an A Hast Germany 
opened talks today on German unification amid reports the United States and West 
Germany rejected Poland's request to join proposed on the subject. 

East German Prime Minister Hans Modrow arrived on a one-day working visit and 
immediately started talks with his Polish counterpart, Tadeusz Mazowiecki. 

The government newspaper Rnezcpospolita said Mazowiecki will raise the 
problem of the restriction of Poles travelling is East Germany and harassment of Polish 
tourists in that country. 

A Polish government source said M odrow will support Warsaw's effort to be included 
in proposed t alks among World Wa r II visitors — the Soviet Union, the United States, 
any country at the hands of the 
Gorman-led axis alliance. 

Polish historians say Poland 
has the right to participate 
because it had one of the largest 
military forces among the 
alliance that defeated Hitler's 
Germany. 

The Bonn government today 
rapped the East Berlin auth- 
orities for complaining about 
lack of West German fina ncial 
support — the latest twist to a 
simmering row between the two 
states. 

“Through its criticism, the 
GDR (East Germany) seems to 
be trying to cover up for its own 


Britain and France — and the two German stales. 

But the Solidarity newspaper Gazeia Wyborcza said Washington “rejected Poland’s 
proposal in an elegant way" to avoid discouraging Mazowiecki before his trip to the 
United States in March. ^ 

The armed forces newspaper Zolnierz Wolnosci said the rejection was a “bitter pill" 
for Poland. 

“For the second time in the history, someone else will decide about us without us.” it 
said in reference to the 1945 Potsdam agreement that fixed European borders following 
the end of World War 11. 

Poland lost six million people during World War II and suffered the most ruination of 



ANC-Pretoria 
dialogue soon 

Klerk asked to quit 

If 

LUSAKA, Feb 1 6, (Agencies): The African National Congress, fight- 
ing for black majority rule in South Africa, said today it would soon 
meet President F. W. de Klerk to help create a climate for negotiations. 

ANC leaders ended three days of strategy talks, called after De Klerk 
freed their leader Nelson Mandela from 27 years' jail last Sunday. 

The ANC, legalised by De Klerk this month after 30 years in exile in 
Zambia, said it recognised reforms announced by Pretoria but they had 
not gone far enough. 

The ANC called on Pretoria to release all political prisoners, end a 
three-year-old state of emergency, repeal repressive legislation, halt 
political trials and remove troops from black townships. 

It said it planned to send a delegation to meet De Klerk as soon as 
possible, comprising leaders from the Lusaka-based national executive 
committee as well as those based inside South Africa. 

ft would be the first meeting between the guerrilla movement's exiled 
leaders. and a South African head 
of state, bio < 
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Health OK: Mandela 

‘Top jab 
honour’ 

SOWETO, Feb 1 6, (UPI); Black 
leader Nelson Mandela raid yes- 
terday he would be honoured to 
become president in a post-apar- 
theid South Africa but that his 
ambition was only to bring peace 
to the country. 

In a second day of interviews 
since his release on Sunday, the 
silver-haired Mandela, 71, also 
conceded he was showing “signs 
of wear and tear.” Bat he des- 
cribed his health as “reasonably 
good" and said he was carrying 
on with his prison life exercise 
routine. 

“My health is reasonably 
good, but of course Tm not as 
young as you, and there are signs 
of old age, you know, signs of 
wear and tear which we must 
expect. But subject to that. I'm 
carrying on with my exercises and 
1 am enjoying them,” he told 
reporters. L 

Mandela Added 26 questions 
during the 30-minute interview in 
the front yard ofhis Soweto home 
shortly after a meeting with civil 
rights leader Jesse Jackson. 


date for the meeting 

was announced. ^ 

~ The ANC also said it would 
orien offices in South Africa.' 

Tnere was no immediate com- 
ment from De Klerk's office. 

The opposition Conservative 
Party charged today that De 
Kleric was spreading fear among 
whites with bis plans to share 
ower with blacks and called for 
is immediate resignation. 

Tbo right-wing parly issued 
the call after thousands of its 
supporters marched through 
Pretoria last night , in a major 
show.of strength to demand new 
elections. Police said today up to 
40,000 whites took' part in the 
march. 

De Klerk's decision to free 
black leader Nelson Mandela 
and legalise the African National 
Congress guerrilla movement 
has created fear and uncertainty 
among South African whites, the 
Conservative Party said in a 
statement in its newspaper. Die 
Patriot. 

“With one stroke, great uncer- 
tainty about the future has been 
created. The voters have been 
lied to too often," the statement 
said. 

“HangF.W. de Klerk” and “keep South Africa white," said placards 
carried by protests as they marched to city hall for a rally at which party 
leader Andries Treurnicht warned that the government faces a growing 
white backlash. 

De KJerk had betrayed whites “by granting people with revolution- 
ary aims, and who want to enslave others by means of violence, freedom 
of movement and the right to organise," Treurnicht tokl the cheering 
crowd. 

The march and rally kicked off the conservatives' campaign to try 
and force elections to oust De Klerk for freeing Mandela. 

Mandela today urged the international community to press South 
Africa to lift a thrce-year-old state of emergency and release all political 
prisoners. 

The ANC leader made his call in an hour-long closed meeting, his 
first with ambassador and senior diplomats of some 20 countries 
represented in South Africa. * 

Mandela told reporters after the meeting at a hotel outside Johannes- 
burg that ANC policy demanded all countries break off relations with 
South Africa in protest against apartheid. But those who chose to 
remain had a role to play. . . 

“Now they are here, they can do the work of trying to heap to 
normalise the political situation in the country,” he said. 

Diplomats quoted him as saying they should urge Pretoria to lift 
emergency rule, which gives sweeping powers to police, and more 
particularly to secure release of all political prisoners. 

Answering reporters* questions. Mandela said he had also appealed 
n to the diplomats to ask their governments to intensify economic 
sanctions against South Africa. . . 

Mandela said Ihc foundations were almost in place for negotiations 
between his ANC and S outh Afri can government 
■ Mercedes Benz workers have got permission to build Mandela a 
luxury saloon car - painted red — to show their admiration for the 
fitted South African mack leader . 


Call to 
keep 
curbs 
on SA 


ADDIS ABABA, Feb 16, (Agen- 
cies): The Organisation . of 
African Unity raged government 
today to maintain economic saac- 
tions against Sooth Africa as pm- 
sure on Pretoria to scrag apar- 
theid. 

OAU Secretary-General Satina 
Ahmed Safim said fatemathmal 
leaders should be wary, even 
though South African President 
. KW. -de Kkxk and taken “bold 
actions” in releasing 'African 
National Congress leader Nelson 
Mandela from jail and legalising 
Ms organisation. 

He urged the world community 
“to heighten vigilance against 
bang swept un w itti n gly . by the 
eupho ri a of a semblance of change 
while the ediface of .apartheid 
remains intact.” 

Salim praised US President 
George Bash and the European 
Economic Com mu nity for sup- 
porting current sanctions and 
attacked British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher for wanting to 
lift them. 

Egypt, the current chairman of 
the Otgmiisatioa of African Unity 
(OAU), denied today it was push- 
ing for the partial lifting of sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 

Egypt's denial that it proposed 
the partial lifting of sanctions foll- 
owed reports eariier this week that 
Cairo held secret diplomatic con- 
tacts with Sooth Africa over the 
past two years, even though as a 
member of the OAU it was com- 
mitted to the diplomatic isolation 
of Pretoria. 


“It is necessary to 
contimang sanctions against the 
Pretoria government until the 
democratic reforms that African 
freedom fighter Mandela wants 
are achieved,” said Boutros 
Ghali, Egypt’s minister of state 
for foreign affairs. 

Japan wiD not relax economic 
sanctions against Sooth Africa 
despite a request to do so from 
Thatcher, the Foreign Ministry 
said today. 

A spokesman said Thatcher 
had seat a letter to Prime Minister 
TodtikiKaifri earlier tHswek. 

President George Bosh can Hft 
US sanctions on tnde with Sooth 
Africa only with the approval of 
Congress, which be is not Gaudy to 
get at this time. Bat there is a 
question bow nmch difference the 
sanctions hare made. 

Herman Cohen, assistant 
secretary of State for Africa, said 
that “the legislation we're work- 
ing under provides for relaxation 
of sanctions when there is 
progress. I think we*re rapidly 
reaching that pood, bet we’re not 
going to make any decisions imtfl 
we’ve consulted ray closely with 
the Congress 


mistakes,” West German gover- 
nment spokesman Dieter Vogel 
said. 

“The West German govern- 
ment is not prepared to accept 
such criticism from members of 
the GDR (East German) govern- 
ment,” he said at a news con- 
ference in Bonn. 

Vogel made the remarks amid 
increasingly angry exchanges of 
words between Bonn and East 
Kerim 

The row started when mem- 
bers of Modrow's delegation, 
visiting Bonn eariier this week,, 
claimed Modrow and they had 
been treated with scant respect 
and even humiliated. 

Modrow himself expressed 
disappointment after his talks 
with West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, who he said had 
been unwilling to discuss con- 
crete steps toward German 
unity. 

Rudolf Seilers, a senior aide to 
the chancellor, today angrily 
rejected the criticism and said 
“the talks were more productive 
than many people want to admit 
now." 

West German Finance Mini- 
ster Theo Waigel had eariier dis- 
missed Modrow's and his minis- 
terial delegation as “a tran- 
sitional government with no free 
range fomegotiating 
East Germany firmly rejected 
yesterday the idea that monetary 
union with West Germany was 
imminent, saying anyone sugges- 
ting this was decewingthepublic. 

Briefing journalists the day 
'after Modrow’s return from 
talks in Bonn, government spok- 
esman Wolfgang Meyer said a 
hasty approach to German 
unification could be disastrous 
for East Germany and Europe as 
awhole. 

Mazowidri described his first 
session with Modrow as “fruit- 
ful,” the official PAP news 
agency reported. 

“Both speakers in an open way 
expressed their views on the 
subject of the process which is 
the last few months has been 
developing and is leading to the 
reunification of Germany,” 
Mazowiecki told PAP. 

This process has to take into 
consideration the “full security 
of the rights of German neigh- 
bours,” Mazowiecki said. 

Poland doesn’t have to take 
part in everything but it has to 
take part in everything that con- 
cerns Poland, it has to be 
present,” he added, according to 
the PAP report. 

Sessions were also planned 
with President Wojriech Jaruzel- 
slri, and Modrow was to address 
the foreign affairs committees of 
the two houses of parliament. 

The European Economic 
Community said today it would 
hold a special summit in April to 
discuss problems of German 
unification. 


Jacuzzi gives woman huge lovebite: a 

Swedish woman who got stuck in a Jacuzzi's suction 
system on Thursday was taken to hospital — with 
back pains and a huge “lovebite" on her bottom. 

Physician Jan Wcfiandcr said the shocked woman 
had not been able to break loose from the suction 
system in the pubbe Jacuzzi until it was turned off. 

He said the Jacuzzi had given her a suction mark 
■ measuring 20 by 30 cm (eight by 12 inches). He urged 
other Jacuzzi bathers to be careful. 

“It was the biggest lovebite I've ever seen," he said. 
(Reuter) 


Dutch magazine banned: a popular Dutch 
magazine whim cold its readers they could print their 
own money easily on colour copying machines was 
banned by a court on Thursday. 

“We'll have Lo withdraw all copies in 48 hours or 
face fines of 30,000 to 500,000 guilders ($23,000 to 
230,000)" Aktuee) magazine editor Pieter de Vries 
said after the court ruling. 

The Dutch central bank sought the court order, 
saying the weekly magazine's disclosure was against 
the public interest and gave detailed information on 
how to forge money. (Reuter) 

* * * 

26 million Soviet died in WW U: Asen- 

ior Kremlin official said yesterday that more than 26 
m il lion Soviet people died in World War Two, six 
million more than previously assumed, but Moscow 
had newer made the figure public. 

Soviet dead during the war had previously been put 
at around 20 million. Hitler's armies invaded the 
Soviet Union in 1941, and the country suffered 
heavier casualties than any other. 

Valentin FaHn, an adviser to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev and member of the Supreme Soviet 
(parliament), told a meeting in Brussels that 
26,340,000 Soviet citizens died during the war. 
(Reuter) ' 



Photo of the year 


The picture of a lone Chinese demonstrator facing a 
column of tanks during the June crackdown of the 
popular uprising in Beijing won the 1 990 World Press 
Photo Award yesterday. 

The photo was made by Charlie Cole, a staff 
photographer with the US magazine Newsweek. 

'The picture symbolises the events of 1 989 . .. it's the 
individual standing up to a repressive regime, to a 
military juggernaut” said Michael Rand, art director 
of London's Sunday Times magazine and chairman 
of the nine-member World Press Photo jury. 

Established in 1955, the World Press Photo award 
is one ot the most prestigious prizes in photo journal- 
ism. This year, 11,047 pictures were submitted by 
1.280 photographers from 64 countries, Rand told 
reporters here. Picture shows a student standing in 
front of Chinese army tank in Beijing. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 



Train accident kills 3: An overnight express 

bound from Milan, Italy, to Paris rammed a railway 
maintenance train early yesterday, killing three peo- 
ple and injuring 12. authorities said. 

Two 1 6-year-old Italian jprls were hospitalised 
with unspecified serious injuries, along with six other 
Italian passengers, three French and a Turkish rail- 
way worker. 

Killed were the train engineers, both Swiss, and a 
19-year-old Swiss passenger, son of the passenger 
tram's conductor, Swiss Federal Railways chief 
Claude Roux told reporters. 

He said the “GaHld" express had a green light and 
was travelling at 1 20 Vans (75 miles) per hour when it 
hit the maintenance train from behind in tills south- 
western Swiss town. The engine and six sleeping cars 
originating in Venice and. Florence derailed. ( AP) 

fefii 



Bomb blast 

A bomb blast in a Brussels University lecture theatre 
injured about 40 medical students yesterday , officials 
said. 

Three students were badly burned in the blast 
which brought down part of the ceiling and started a 
fire. 

Police and fire brigade officials said the bomb was 
planted in the fourth row from the back of the 
auditorium in the medical faculty at the French- 
speaking Catholic University of Louvain. 

A lecture threatre at another university, the tree 
University of Brussels (ULB). was blasted by a suit- 
case bomb in December. Three people were injured, 
two of them seriously. Picture shows bomb experts 
search for cl ues. ( Reuter wirephoto) 


Witchdoctor’s cure for Aids: Parliament 
was told Wednesday there was no truth to wide- 
spread rumours that an African witchdoctor was 
advising Aids victims they could be cured by raping 
white women. 

“The story ... is nothing more than rumour-mon- 
gering at its worst,” Home Affairs Minister Moven 
Mahachi. who is in charge of police, told lawmakers. 

The minister was answering a formal question in 
the national assembly for Andrew Holland, a white 
member of parliament who is also an official of 
President Robert Mugabe's ruling Zimbabwe 
African National Union (Patriotic Front) party. 

Holland asked whether it was correct that a 
traditional h e a ler , commonly known as a witchdoc- 
tor, had been urging suffers of the Aquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome in the northern Zimbabwe 
town of Karoi they would be free of the disease if they 
raped white women. 

Minister Mahadn said he deplored the racial con- 
notations of the question. 

Zimbabwe, a former British colony, has 100,000 
whites and nearly nine million blacks. 

At first, Holland made no reference to “white” 
women in his query. (AP) 


Communism’s dead in Romania: Premier 


the facts show otherwise?" Roman 


BUCHAREST, Feb 16, (Renter): Communism is dead in 
Romania, the country’s debonair young Prime Minister 
Pctre Roman insists, but ordinary Ro m a n i an s are still not 
sure. 

“How can the 
, government when 

' said, when asked why many remained suspicious of the 
interim leadership that took power after the December 
revolution and execution of dictator Ntcolae Ceausescu. 

“The Communist Party and communist ideology in 
Romania are both dead," the prime minister said, in an 
exclusive interview with Reuters. 

“We are a government of technicians who were chosen 


only for our technical competence and managerial 
capabilities. The Tacts can be seen for themselves. We now 
have freedom of movement, freedom of the press and 
political pluralism. 


at odds with communism. They are anti- Stalinist and anti- 
Bolshevik." 

Roman, perfectly coiffured and dressed in an elegant 
double-breasted wool suit and silk tie, said he wasaware of 
the distrust among the population that has led to continu- 
ing daily demonstrations. 

“Their suspicions can be understood because suspicion 
was the basis of political life for 40 years. We are still 
_ suffering from the legacy of C eausescu.” 


Soviets 
leaving 
Prague 
in 10 days 

PRAGUE, Feb 16, (Reuter): Soviet 
troops will start leaving Cze- 
choslovakia in 10 days, the Com- 
munist Party trade union daily Prace 
said today. ’ 

The Soviet Union has 73,000 
troops and some dependants 
stationed in Czechoslovakia follow- 
ing a Soviet-led Warsaw Pact 
invasion in August 1968 which ended 
the Prague spring liberalisation era' 
under Alexander Du bock. 

The paper said the military pullout 
would stan on Feb 26 and a substan- 
tial pan of the Russian military force 
would be withdrawn by May 31 . 

Prace said the pullout date was 
agreed at a meeting of Czechoslovak 
and Soviet experts who started 
negotiating the timetable and tech- 
nical details of a troop withdrawal 
last month. 

For many Czechoslovaks now led 
by a reformist government, the 
Soviet officers and soldiers are no 
longer welcome. 

Thousands of citizens have 
demonstrated in recent weeks to 
demand that the Soviet troops leave 
at once. In one protest 30,000 
in Prague shouting “Ivan, go home" 
The hardline co mmunist leaders 
who invited Warsaw Pact troops to 
throttle the Dubcek-era reforms 
surrendered power last November 
after huge street protests. 

Czechoslovakia was the first War- 
saw Pact state occupied by Soviet 
forces to open talks on their withdr- 
awaL 

It flatly tokl Moscow it wanted the 
first contingent to go before free elec- 
tions in June and the rest out by the 
end of the year. 

Solidarity leader Lech Walesa, 
said yesterday he wants Soviet troops 
out of Poland “as soon as possible." 

The Solidarity-led government of 
Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki 
has adopted a go-slow attitude 
toward Soviet withdrawal, raying the 
40.000 troops in Poland should leave 
only after a new security arran- 
gement is created for Europe. 

But Walesa has insisted the Red 
Army withdraw this year. 

“I will continue activities so that 
the Soviet troops are removed from 
Poland as soon as possible," Walesa 
told reporters at the headquarters of 
Solidarity’s parliamentary caucus, 
the Gtizen’s Parliamentary Club. 

Referring to suggestions from 
President Wojdech Jaruzdsld and 
the pro-Salidarity newspaper Gazeta 
Wybrocza that the troops help 
ensure Poland's security against a 
reunified Germany, the Solidarity 
union chairman said: 


Ethnic Albanians 
protest in Kosovo 

BELGRADE, Feb 16, (Reuter): 
Hundreds of ethnic Albanians staged 
fresh protests today in Yugoslavia's 
southern province of Kosovo, where 
29 people have been killed in riots 
over the past month, Tanjug news 
agency reported. 

It said some 300 ethnic Albanians 
marched through Titova Mitrovica 
towards the town’s high school and 
called for pupils to join them. 

The past month’s strife has been 
the worst surge of violence to 
Yugoslavia since Albanians rioted 
last March against curbs on the 
autonomy of Kosovo, part of the 
country's biggest republic, Serbia. 

Ethnic Albanians, who make up 30 
per cent of Kosovo's population, 
demand greater regional autonomy 
and the resignation of the province’s 
Serbian-controlled leaders. 


On the cards 

BOMBAY 

7 times a week 


DELHI MADRAS 

Once a week ' Once a week 


GOA 

Once a week 


1 


Co-operate to prevent air lines bo mbings: US 

the Freituu uqjiuu vu T uesday from West Germany and 
was scheduled to head to London later. 

At the news conference. Sen. Frank Laucnbcrg, a New 
Jersey Democrat, urged western governments to strike 
back at any state proved involved in terrorist attacks on 
aviation. 

“Wc have to let these states know we mean business,” be 
said. 

Investigators have suggested there ought be an Iranian 
connection to the Lockerbie bombing, which killed all 259 

the Sept 19 bombing of a UTA jumbo jet over Niger, 
investigators say they are convinced a Middle Eastern 
state was involved French press reports have said it could 
be Libya. 


PARIS, Fch Ih.tAP) A l ^presidential panel urged closer 
Western co-operation yesterday to prevent airliner bomb- 
ings and called for a tough response lo nations sponsoring 
s uch attac ks ..... . . 

Ann McLaughlin, former I'S labour secretary and head 
of the comm i won, said al a news conference, a ■•common 
purpose cxuJs wcomhai icrrorism" and urged for more 
sharing of information to protect the travelling public. 

US Praideni George Bush created the commission on 
aviation, securin' and tcrton-.ni Iasi August as a result of 
Ihc Dec 21. W»S bombing of Pan Am llighl 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland 

The seven-member panel is travelling through Europe 
to sound wit anti-tcnnnsm policies. The panel amved in 



TRIVANDRUM 

Once a week 


With more inflight entertainment, more 
delicious cuisine, and more comfort and 
care ... to make you feel at home. 

All in the ambience of traditional 
hospitality. Also available connecting . 
Air-India flights from Bombay to Delhi, 
Madras, Trivandrum. Goa, 
and the Far East, 


For further information and reservations. Diease contact Tel: 24381 54 Kuwait or your Travel Agents^ 


P&NClUf 





KUWAIT ... GULF 

National Day celebrations officially begin today 



ARAB TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, IM^ / 


Flag hoisting at Green Island 


KUWAIT, Feb 16, (Kuna): The coun- 
try’s celebrations of the 29th National 
Day Anniversary will begin Saturday, 
Feb 17, with the hoisting of the flag in the 
Green Island at the sea-front. 

Assistant secretary for external infor- 
mation and secretary of the standing 
committee for celebration of national 
occasions Ridha A1 Fail! said the hoist- 
ing of the flag would take place amid 
official and popular celebrations with the 
participation of government units and 
folklore troupes. 

Faili said rescue teams, fire brigades ' 
and coasts guards would organise 
marine shows on the occasion. 

Recalling statements by Information 


Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak A1 
Hamad A1 Sabah, Faili reiterated that 
participation of the citizens in the 
National Day celebration is the most 
important factor in observing tbe 
occasion. 

Faili said the committee had prepared 
quantities of photos of HH the Amir and 
HH Crown Prince and Premier in addi- 
tion to posters and flags for distribution 
to the public. 

Exhibition 


Meanwhile, the Embassy of Kuwait in 
Brazil inaugurated a week-long exhibi- 
tion to minor the Kuwaiti civilisation in 
particular and the Arabs' in general to 


people living in tbe country. 

Minister of culture in the Brazilian 
Goias state, where the exhibition is 
currently taking place, said such a cul- 
tural event is a unique civilised phen- 
omenon, attracting hundreds of 
Brazilians to get acquainted with the 
Arab and Kuwaiti traditions. 

She stressed that the Arab civilisation 
played a prominent role in the maturity 
of tire world's civilisation in general and 
in Brazil in particular 

The Brazilian minis ter also highligh- 
ted the co-operative spirit of the Arab 
immigrants who enriched Brazilian civil- 
isation. 

For his part, Kuwaiti Ambassador to 


Brazil, Faisal AlGais, said tbe show is a 
salute of frindship from the people of 
Kuwait to the Brazilian people. 

Friendship 


The ambassador also spoke about 
development of Kuwaiti culture and art 
as well as the role of cultural communica- 
tion in enhanriTig friendship and peace 
among people of the world. 

The exhibition, the first of its kind in 
Latin America, consists of 30 pain t in g s 
of three prominent Kuwaiti artists, 
besides pictures and drawings reflecting 
Kuwait in the past and present 
As part of activities and events desig- 
ned to celebrate Kuwait's 29th National 


Day, a special exhibition on architectural 
designs from the -Maxnluk period in 
Jerusalem was opened here Wednesday. 

The exhibition is co-organised by the 
British Council and the Islamic Artifacts 
Society (IAQ and is now open for public 
display at the society's headquarters in 
KuwaitCity. 

Many specialists and officials atten- 
ded the inauguration ceremony which 
was addressed by the chairman of the 
Public. Authority For Agricultural 
Affaire and Fisheries Sheikh Ibrahim A1 
Duaij and the Director of LAC Sheikha 
Hissa Sabah Al-Sabah. 

Kuwait National Day will be observed 
on the 25th of this month. 



Kuwaiti orphanage 
for Afghan children 


Foundation stone laid 


ISLAMABAD, Feb 16, (Kuna): Governor of North West Frontier 
Province; Amir Gulistan Janjua laid the foundation stone of a Kuwaiti- 
sponsored project of an orphanage for Afghan refugees in Peshawar 
yesterday morning. 

In his speech before a large distinguished gathering at the project site, 
12 kilometres from Peshawar city, he thanked the government and the 
people of Kuwait for taking care of Afghan refugees in an elaborate 

man ner. 

Janjua said by financing the Rs 2.5 million orphanage project 
Kuwaitis had performed a “noble and sacred act.” He noted that 
Kuwait had been continuously supporting the cause of the Afghan 
people from the very beginning. 

Tne NWFP governor said that both the rulers and the people of 
Kuwait were true followers of Isl amic teachings, especially in their 
compassion for Muslim people in misery. 

This project, aimed at the welfare of orphans of Afghan mujahedeen, 
was a shining example of their practical love for the Muslim people, he 
said. 

Kuwait-based Lajnat A1 D'awa A1 Islamiah has launched the 
project, through its regional office in Peshawar, spread over an area of 
1 7,000 square metres on the grand tr unk raod on the way to Islamabad. 
The orphanage will accommodate 500 orphans. A provision has been 
kept for f uture expansion to accommodate 300 more orphans. . 
Representatives 
Due for completion in 1 992, the orphanage named 'Kuwait A1 Khair 
Orphanage', will, among others, have a block for classrooms and a 
block lor carpentery, tailoring, shoe-making, plumbing, mechanical 
and technical training besides playgrounds, hostels and administrative 
block. 

Prominent amonth those who attended the ceremony held at the 
project site near Nassirpur Colony in the outskirts of Peshawar city 
ere president of Afghan mujahedeen interim government Professor 
oibghatullah Mujaddadi, Kuwait Ambassador in Pakistan Qasim 
Omer A1 Yaqout, Yemen Ambassador in P akistan, other Arab 
diplomats and representatives of United Nations agencies located in 
rVshawar. 



Re-flagging 
move purely 
commercial: 
Shaheen 


MY WIFE has bear working in a company on visa No. 18. She is 
not witting to work. Is it possible to change tor r«id«Keromy 
spoosorehip-- that is get visa No. 72! If yes. wjat documents do I 
reqmre iBd which mimstry mast be «ppn»ched? 

IF YOU are eligible under the salary requirements rules and ram 
KD650 in the private sector and KD450 in the public sector, then 
you can sponsor your wife. For this, you’ll have to cancel the visa 
No. 18, send her back to your country and call her on the fresh 

^kffyou can sponsor her, under the rules, you’ll have to submit 
an attested copy of the marriage certificate, a cop y of her 
passport and photographs and a salary certificate, recently 
issued by your employer, to the immigration department. If the 
application meets the regulations, a visa No. 22 may be granted 
by the immigration authorities.^ 


I AM contract worker (domestic helper). I hive been wortiog with 

• r il _ miurflw Am I Mtltkfl tn 


mV emwuvor iw imcjous — *»— 

tire mouths vacation and my plane ticket. In owe myemployw 
j 7* i Mv rainJaver said they would 


Palestinian children’s appeal 


Palestinian children in Kuwait on Thursday 
appealed to the Soviet Union, China and France to 
do their utmost to check the mass exodus of Soviet 
Jews to Israel and prevent Israel from settling the 
immigrants in occupied Arab territories. 

The plea came in memos they delivered today to 
the embassies of the three countries. 


The memo noted that the freedom cause was 
inseparable, stressed that the Palestinians have the 
right to return and that no one else was entitled to 
settle in their homeland under circumstances of 
occupation. 


"The most dangerous thing about the emigration 
of Soviet Jews is that it comes within the framework 
of perestroika (reconstruction) and under the US 
umbrella of man's freedom at a time it closed its 
doors in front of Jew immigrants to force them to 
head to occupied Palestine," read the memo. 

it urged the three countries to exert every posable 
effort to spur peace process and put pressure on 
Israel to withdraw from occupied Arab territories, 
recognising Palestinian national rights and stop 
atrocities against Palestinian people inside the 
occupied land. Picture shows Soviet Ambassador 
Ernest Zverev receiving the memo. 


Mso present was a group of officials from Kuwait led by AbdulQadir 
A . Ajeet. direcor of Kuwait-based Baitul Zakat which made a subs tan- 


Thais step up search 
for missing Saudi 


:iu! contribution in financing tbe project through Lajnat A1 D'awa A1 
'sluntinh (Society of Social Reform). 

Speaking on the occasion. Professor Mujaddadi lauded the people of 
wait “for supporting the Afghan jihad from the very beginning.” 

■* I thank the Kuwaitis for this solid support to Afghan mujahedeen,” 
said the Afghan leader, noting that besides this orphanage, Kuwait bad 
set up various other welfare projects in Pakistan for Afghan refugees 
and mujahedeen. These fields included education and vocational 
training, he said. 

The orphans. Prof. Mujaddadi told the distinguished gaUiering, were 
the sons of those Afghan mujahedeen who fell while fighting a superp- 
ower on their soil. 

Sheikh Zahid. the regional manager of Lajnat A1 D’awa A1 Islamiah, 
based in Peshawar, in his introductory address, said: "We are construc- 
ting this project for sheltering orphans of our Afghan brothers who 
sacrificed their lives. It is our modest contribution towards supporting 
the Islamic cause. No doubt the problem of Afghanistan is the problem 
of all the Muslims of the world. We should not leave them alone 
especially at this time. 

Welfare 

The Lajnat representative further said: “These orphans are our 
children. Their fathers laid down their lives because of us. Afghans were 
defending Islam on their land on behalf of Islamic U nun ah. These 
orphans are the future of the Umrnah and they must be protected and 
looked after well, said Sheikh Zahid. 

Addressing the gathering on the occasion. Dr Mohammed Saleera. 
chairman of the Pakistani ‘Dawatui Islami Trust Peshawar,’ said 
Kuwait was the leading Islamic state which had done comprehensive 
work for the well-being and welfare of Afghan refugees and muja- 
hedeen in the North West Frontier Province. The Kuwaitis, he said, had 
established projects like clinics, hospitals, vocational centres, 
educational institutions and primary healthcare units for Afghan 
refugees. 

“In this way the Kuwaitis are preparing Afghan manpower for the 
post-freedom period.” said Dr Saleem, whose trust is collaborating 
locally with Lajnat in the execution of the project. 


Newspaper closed for inflammatory headline • 


Spate of thefts in 
Qurain: residents 


BANGKOK, Feb 16, (Agen- 
cies): Police in Thailand expan- 
ded their search Thursday for a 
missing Saudi Arabian business- 
man whose disappearance foll- 
owed the murders of three Saudi 
embassy officials earlier this 
month- 

Police found the empty car of 
Mohamad A1 Ruwaily in the 
. parking lot of a local hospital on 
Thursday but there was no sign 
of him. They said the car had 
been there for three days. 

They said Ruwaily. a partner- 
in a company sending Thais to 
work in Saudi Arabia, disap- 
peared on Monday shortly after 
telling his wife by telephone he 
was leaving his office for home. 

The Thai media have 
speculated that a labour racket 
was behind the murders as the 
three slain Saudis were partly res- 
ponsible for processing visas of 
Thai workers going to Saudi 
Arabia. 


A NUMBER of Qurain 
residents have called upon 
•ffieials to take the necessary 
measures to prevent incidents of 
:r.efi in the area. 

They added that Asian 
abourera living in the area rob 
houses using screw drivers 
breaking windows during 
cr.ing hours. A local daily 
r'cr'i iewed a number of 
:-.;«LeT,tS in Qurain in order to 
-mniichi their plight. 

V --.t Ibrahim AlT annak said 
■ :e large number of Asians 
• -f in me area have caused 
r.: a lot of problems and 
ment. He stated that Asian 
. particularly Chinese 
.. ;hcir houses which they 
"v ,.i vO iwo months ago search- 
: jobs. 

Hs, blamed companies and 
other establishments for not 
offering this section of manp- 
ower decent salaries which 
makes them steal and in turn 
reflects on residents. He pointed 
'■j: that most of the bachelor 
labourers live in sheds near 
families. He said that he was for- 
ced to deposit all of his money in 
t"’ s bank in order to avoid any 
incidents he may have been 
subjected to 

Tannak indicated that most 
Qurain internal roads lack 
adequate lighting adding that the 
area also lacks telephone 
services. He called upon officials 


at the Ministry of Intenor to 
intensify the number of security 
patrols in the area. 

Abdul Ghani A1 Mwail's 
house was robbed during the 
afternoon. He came to his bouse 
that day and was surprised to see 
his living room entrance broken. 
He added that when he got to his 
bedroom he found his safe wide 
open and all his papers on the 
floor, in addition to some blood 
spots. 

He was lucky that his money 
was not stolen because ic was 
hidden somewhere else. He is 
sure that the robber watched 
them until they left the house and 
used the back fence of the house 
to get inside. He stated that it is 
hard to notice such suspicious 
moves because the area is full of 
Asian labourers. 

He said that one of the officials 
informed him that there are only 
four security patrols in the area. 
He said the area requires Stron- 
ger security patrolling during 
late night hours. 

Adnan Spleh A1 Swaisan 
called upon the Ministry of 
Interior to intensify its security 
patrols in the area and demanded 
contracting companies in the 
area to control their labourers 
and to send the extra manpower 
back to their countries. He staled 
that the responsibility is shared 
evenly between companies and 
the Ministry of Interior. 


The media said the murders 
were the second incident possibly 
connected with the labour export 
business. A Saudi embassy 
official holding a related job was 
shot dead here in January last 
year and the case remained 
unsolved. 

Polioe said Ruwaily's Sincere 
International Recruitment Com- 
pany was one of the several 
dozen job placement agencies in 
Thailand that specialised in sen- 
ding local workers to Saudi 
Arabia and other Mideast coun- 
tries. 

Major-General Thanoo Hom- 
haui, deputy chief of Bangkok’s 


Metropolitan Police, told repor- • 
ters Ruwaily's apartment was in 
the same central Bangkok area 
where one of the three Saudi 
embassy officials was killed by 
unidentified gunmen two weeks 
ago. 

The Saudi embassy's consul, 
second secretary and a commun- 
ications staff member were shot 
dead on Feb « at two different 
locations about 1 .5 km (one 
mile) a part within five minutes of 
one another. 

He said local newspapers and 
television stations had been 
asked to carry a picture of the 32- 
year-old businessman who has 
lived here for at least four years. 

Employment agency sources 
said Ruwaily also ran a business 
selling airline tickets to people 
travelling between Thailand and 
the Mideast. 

Police said they had not deter- 
mined whether the murders were 
politically motivated or linked to 
business conflicts in lucrative 
export of Thai labour to oil-rich 
Saudi Arabia. 

Sr,?dh has suspended issuing 
new visas to Thais seeking to 
work in Saudi Arabia since the 
murders this month but it has 
failed to carry out an initial 
threat to recall its envoys. 

The labour department said 
some 130,000 Thais were work- 
ing in Saudi Arabia and they 
accounted for about a quarter of 
the total number of Thais work- 
ing abroad. 

Police said Thursday they 
have shut down a Thai-language 
newspaper for its reporting on 


the murder. • of three. Saudi' 
Arabian diplomats in Bangkok 
two weeks ago. 

• The newspaper Naew Na was 
banned Wednesday for printing 
what police said was a false 
headline on the Feb 1 killings. 


National police chief Saw aeng 
Thirasawat said the paper would 
be closed indefinitely, reported 


CAIRO, Feb 16, (Kuna): 
Kuwaiti Foreign Undersecretary 
Suleiman Majid A1 Shaheen has 
affirmed Kuwait's firm policy in 
maintaining international 
security and peace and freedom 
of ha.vita.tion in international 
waters and waterfanes. 

Shaheen affirmed in a lecture 
he has given in the strategic 
researches and studies centre at 
Cairo University titled 'Kuwait 
and the Re-regjstration of Oil 
Tankers after the Iraq-Iranian 
War,' Kuwait's stance of refus- 
ing to grant any military bases or 
security facilities under any nam- 
ing to any other country. 

He affirmed that re-registering 
Kuwaiti tankers and ships is a 
commercial (teal that could hap- 
pen in any place and time accord- 
ing to financial and technical 
conditions. 

He noted that “the re-registra- 
tion operation was imposed by 
local, regional and international 
circumstances, most important 
since it hampered economic 
capabilities.” 

He affirmed that (he security 
protection of Kuwaiti or foreign 
. ships and tankers in. Kuwaiti 
regional water "falls only wi thin 
Kuwait's responsibility.' 

Shaheen explained that the re- 
registration of Kuwaiti oil tank- 
ers has put before superpowers 
their responsibility to participate 
in main tainin g security- and- 
safety, of, international- naviga-- 
tiottinitfie Arabiah Gulf ' and r-j 
according la international laws . 
to' secure the flow of ofl to the 
outside world. 

Shaheen said that the United 
States does not desire or support 
the presence of American forces 
on Kuwaiti territories nor wants 
to establish any military base in 
any Arab Gulf country. 


rive me my benefits in January bat they didn’t. Fm ptanmng ioi take 
my vacation four months before my contract finishes. Please 

“ M “- TAB. 

IF YOU have a contract, it must be followed, and you are enti tied 
to get your benefits according to the contract. Vacation, plane 
ticket other benefits must have been included in the contract . 

The Tnattftr must be dealt with according to the contract. As you 
must be aware, domestic helpers are not covered by the private 
sector labour. They come under the civil law. If the employer has 
not paid you, and the payment has been mentioned in the 
contract, you ca r* file a case in the civil court to claim your rights. 


I AM an Indian married to a Filipino in Kuwait My wife was living 
in Kuwait on a domestic visa. After our marriage, her visa was 
cancelled and I seat to to India. My wife has been living in Indw- 
She bolds FSBpfeo nationality. I would like to bring to back to 
Kuwait on a work visa No. 18. Do l have to send her to the 
Philippines to complete the fonnalMcsg Can I bring her to Kuwait 

from India? * ... . . 

Michael 

NORMALLY, work visa formalities must be completed in the 
country of origin. If you obtain a no objection certificate for her 
then the normal procedure is that the immigration authorities 
inform the Kuwait Embassy in the country of origin, where the 
■ formalities are to be completed. She'll have to return to the 
Philippines to endorse papers. I suggest you make enquiries with 
the authorities to find out if there are any other possibilities. 



Lt Col Samphan Sresitthaphon 
of the police department's press 
censorship divistoa. 

The headline was "Saudi 
Arabian diplomats to be arrested 
for ordering killings of three 
compatriots,” which appeared in 
the Feb 8 edition, Samphan said. 

In a statement ordering the 
closure, Sawaeng said the' 
headline was irresponsible and 
was damaging to relations bet- 
ween Thailand and Saudi 
Arabia, he said. 

It also would affect the safety 
of Thais working in Saudi 
Arabia, he said. 

Naew JVo could appear against 
the ban, he said. 

Aryus Pr&leep Na Thalang, 
news editor of Naew Na , said the 
paper already had lodged an 
appeal. 

"We are sure we can fight this 
because there are laws and a 
democratic government,” he 
said. 

The article accompanying the 
headline said the kilhngs resulted 
from a conflict between Saudi 
diplomats who were ca«tii«ig in 
on die export of Thai labour to 
the Middle East. 

Naew Na, founded in 1980, has 
a daily circulation of700,000 and 
a staff of 200, Aryus said. 


THANKS for your kind and hmnamtarian services toward the 
expatriates by answering queries through your columns, to which 
we are-all indebted. 

Many people came to Kuwait some decades ago and since then, 
they have been staying here with their families. Their children were 
born here, brought up and educated here. These senior expatriates 
have maintamed excellent moral character and working records. 

One question disturbs my mind. I notice that on the issae of 

iqamas, both the semor and the jrador expatriates are treated at the 
Both to similar pnuialinicut in the event 

of delays to renewing iqamas dne to unforeseen circumstances 
beyond their control. 

I understand that it should apply to new candidates bat faQ to 
understand why it is done to senior expatriates. Expatriates who 
bavebecn staying for three decadesor more, I fed, deserve a certain 
flexibility of rides from a government that enjoys a reputation for 
ita hmanHa rian services. 

Please look into the matter so that we senior expatriates are 
taken care of and justified in die light of yodr good offices. 

FT.Zaki 

YOUR tetterwas addressed to the Legal Glmic. I-wen t through it-* 
and didmot find aay specific query. You are commenting. on the 
laty.Whicfr has to txrapjtheducross the board.' 'That, I fed 1/ is the- • 1 [* 
purpose of the: law^Ttaere cannot beonClaw for one section of 
expatriates and another for another. If there is any specific query, 
any doubt&aboutthelaw or you need aclartfication, Fd be happy 
to answer your question. 
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I WOULD Eke to know if it b possible to bring my motto to 
Kuwait as my dependent. My father recentiy passed away. If it is 
possible, pleneadvbe me of the procedures that should be followed. 


7/ 


The Kuwaiti diplomat recalled 
a statement made “by Kuwaiti 


Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmed on April, 1987 that the 
protection of international 
navigation in the Gulf is an inter- 
national responsibility bnt 
protection of regional waters is 
the responsibility of each coun- 
try. 


Agreement signed 

KUWAIT, Feb 16, (Kuna): The 
Kuwaiti African Muslim Com- 
mittee had signed an agreement 
with the African Republic of 
Rwanda on customs exemptions 
and diplomatic immunity for 
representatives of tbe committee 
and its offices in that African 
state. 

An official source in the com- 
mittee said its secretary general, 
Abdulrahman Hommod Al 
Sumait signed for the committee 
and Rwanda's Foreign Minister 
Casimir Bizuoimgu signed for 
his country. 


my hasbamTs as we& my gabuy to meet salary requirement I murid 

appreciate yon response. 

S. Rodrigues 

A MOTHER cannot be sponsored as a dependent. Dependent 
visas are issued only for wives and children of expatriates earning 
a specific salary in the public and private sectors. The salary 
requirement is KD650 in the private and KD4S0 in the public 
sectors. But only those expatriates who wish to bring their 
families — wife a n d children — can apply for such visas. There is 
no provision in the law to call parents — mother of father — on 
dependent visa. However, you could try to get a visit visa and call 
her for a brief period. A visit visa is valid for a month. 


H 

l»ni 


I AM phna i ng to leave Kuwait permanently in April. My family 
kit Kuwait to Oct 1989 and wifl not return. WB1 staying out of 
Kuwait for more than six Hwftth« automatically their 

iqaina4? 

SJC Khan 

THE residence of any expatriate who stays out of Kuwait for a 
period of more than six months is cancelled. In other words, they 
cannot re-enter Kuwait. In the case of your family, they would 
not be eligible to re-enter the country after March. However, it 
would be necessary to cancel your residence permit, if you are 
leaving for good. At the time of leaving, you can also inform the 
immigration department that your family has left Kuwait. 


If you havea problem, we will try to bdp the best we can. Drop in a 
fine to Action Line, Arab Times, P.O. Box 2270, 13023 Safet 
Knwair or fax yom questions to os oa Teh 4847495. 
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404 convert 
to Islam 


THE Ministry of Justice 
announced that 404 non- 
Muslims embraced Islam in 
Kuwait during 1989. According . 
to statistics. 312 were of Asian 
nationalities, 31 Arabs, 26 
Europeans. 12 Americans and 
the balance of unidentified 
nationalities. 

According to religion, 315 of 
tiie converts were originally Chr- 
istians, 41 Buddhists, 39 Hindus, 
two Durzi and the balance ath- 
eist. 

Meanwhile, the head of 
Islamic documentation section 
at the Ministry of Justice. Abdul 
Aziz Al Mijren said that anyone 
who desires to convert to Islam 
should come to the Justice Palace 
with two witnesses and declare 
that there is no God, but Allah 
and Mohammed (PBUH) is His 
Messenger before an accredited 
judge. Official documents 
declaring the applicant as having 
been convened to Islam will then 
be provided by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, he said. 


Eritrean official warns 
of anti-Arab pact 


KUWAIT, Feb 16, (Kuna): An anti-Arab, Ethiopean-Israeli pact is in 
the making and Arabs should take urgent action to counter it, warned 
the senior Eritrean official in a statement. 

Israel and Ethiopia, which restored diplomatic relations late last 
year, are co-operating on more levels than one, with Israel seeking 
access to strategic Red Sea points, according to executive committee 
member of the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) Mohammed Ali 
Labbab. 

The Eritrean official was quoted by Kuwaiti daily Al Seyassa as 
saying Israel would supply Ethiopia with $700 milli on and duster 
bombs in exchange for the right to use the Ethiopian Red Sea Island of 
Dahlaq, opposite the Saudi and Yemeni coasts. 

Control over the island would give Israel strategic command on the 
Red Sea shipping route, he warned. 

He said Israeli military personnel had already set up eavesdropping 
equipment and- naval installations on the Dahlaq islan d. 

The Eritrean officials would not rule out that Israel might deploy 
missile batteries on the island to threaten oilfields in the Arab Gulf area. 

Under the same deal, the Ethiopean government would allow more 
Ethiopian Jews (Falashas) to migrate to the Jewish state, almost 
certainly to be resettled in Arab territories occupied by IsraeL 

Labbab confirmed earlier reports that Israeli experts were helping 
Ethiopia in studies on possible diversion of the Blue Nile, a major 
tributary that feeds the river Nile, which streams down to Sudan and 
Egypt. 

^ Lab bab said some 400 Israeli experts had replaced as many East 
Gemaan specialists working in Ethiopia in part of the growing co- 
operation between the two sides. 
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Kuwait actively participates in Expolangues N6W law on Aids 

Computerised system for Arabic displayed AQKriorc cone Au 


PARIS, Feb 16, (Kuna); For the second 
Conseco tive ycar Kuwait is taking part in 
die international exhibition of languages, 
cultures, communications and publishing 
(Expolangues) held in Paris front 14 to 19 
February. 

fa that forum aimed at bringing 
together richness of the world's different 
languages and cultures, high level linguis- 
tic research programmes and pedagogical 
methods, Kuwait together with Morocco 


represented the Arab world. 

The exhibition was inaugurated Wed- 
nesday by the Minister of. State for 
National Education, Research and Sports, 
Lionel Jospin, who visited the Kuwaiti 
stand and was received by the cultural 
attache in Paris, Abdul Law AJ Baijan 

Jospin expressed his pleasure to see that 
Kuwait was actively participating in that 
annual exhibition, and the satisfac- 
tion was voiced by Thierry de Beauce, the 


junior minister in charge of international 
relations at the Foreign Ministry, who 
followed the state minister at the Kuwaiti 
stand. 

System 

Baijan said that the information and 
higher education ministries and the 
University of Kuwait have helped staff at 
the Kuwaiti Cultural Bureau in Paris 
organise the exhibition. 

This year, he went on, Kuwait has more 
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A lab assistant checks the purity of Perrier at a food inspection department in Rotterdam. 


, r - 


Perrier chairman Gustave Leven 
seen moments prior to announc- 
ing world-wide withdrawal of 
contaminated bottles. 


Yuppie tipple hits 
troubled times 


Eau Perrier! 


By Jadranka Porter 

Arab Times staff 

KUWAIT pulled the l 


Associated Press adds Perrier 
President Gustave Leven told a 
news conference the company 
took the step because “half- 
measures were not possible.” 


Perrier mineral water -from AU.. , * We don't want- the least 
stores and restaurants Thursday doubt, as minimal as it might be. 

while ** • Health • . « Ministry* ? ■ter- Weigh. ■xm ■'the ‘‘image "of the 
laboratories began tests to deter-. - .atalitK^and purity of . to 


m&c whether supplies to Kuwait 
have been contaminated. 

The move comes after the 
French company announced 
Wednesday it was withdrawing 
its familiar green bottles from 
markets around the world after 
tithe discovery of contamination 
by a toxic solvent. 

While Kuwait Municipality 
inspectors were making rounds 
of the supermarkets last week the 
Health Ministry appealed to 
international organisations for 
help. Inquiries were sent to the 
World Health Organisation. 


iqnality-and punty of . our 
product," Leven said, calling the 
contamination a “human error." 

But only part of the produc- 
tion will hie withdrawn worn die 
.French market after a prelimin- 
ary ruling by Health Ministry 
authorities that it poses no dan- 
ger to the public, Leven said. 

The recall will affect another 


120 countries that consume, the 
popular water, Perrier officials 
said, estimating it could cost the 
company around 200 million 
francs (SBS million). 

• - Source- Perrier SA stock has 
, plunged. 279-francs ($49) from 
L Friday’s- dbtingjprice of l,'V13' r 
francs. 1 . ($248). The recall was' 
announced at the dose of trading 
Wednesday. _ 

Managing Director Frederik 
Zimmer said importers wfll be 
advised to dump some 160 
million bottles of the water on 
rite and return the bottles to the 
company for cleaning and refill- 
ing 


Distribution should return to 
normal throughout most of the 
world within 21-2 months, Zim- 
mer said, with the new bottles 


booksdisplayed, notably concerning Arab 
civilisation and culture, methods of teach- 
ing and learning Arabic, ami a computer- 
ised system to learn Arabic. 

There are a total of 250 participants at 
this 8th Expolangues exhibition, represen- 
ting some 30 countries with about 60 dif- 
ferent Languages. 

Organisers are expecting about 40,000 
visitors this year, compared with between 
30.000 and 35.000 in 1989. 


Bahrain 
digs for 
clues to 
Dilmun 

BAHRAIN, Feb- 16, (Reuter): 

- Archaeologists is Bahrain are dig- 
ging through 4,000 years of 
tory to leant more about the peo- 
ple who dominated the ancient 
trade rentes of the Mlddk East. 

Ones inearthed so far show 
this palm-covered Gulf island — 
the site of the world’s largest pre- 
historic graveyard — was once the 
centre of the bustling Dflmun 
empire. 

Ancient Dilmnn’g trade net- 
work stretched from the Indus 
Valley in Pakistan to 
Mesopotamia at the head of the 
Golf and Anatolia in what is now 
Turkey. 

Archaeologists say it is becom- 
ing clear that 100,060 grave 
mounds built in Balaam between 
2^00 and 1,700 BC were not used 

who considered the isla^Thoty 
land. 

More than a third of the graves 
have been destroyed by develop- 
ment, but not before many were 
examined by archaeologists from 
Jordan, Denmark, France and 
Bahrain ftseiL 

Now a British team is excavat- 
ing a 4,000-year-old town near an 
oasis in the northern part of the 
island to try to discover bow the 
indent Dflmim people lived. 

“Thanks to all the excavations 
which have beat done so Bur we 
know a great deal about how the 
people fed bat we know remaik- 
bty little about how they lived,” 


carriers, says Awadi 

Prevent prejudice: Mann 


KUWAIT, Feb 16. (Kuna): 
Planning and acting Public 
Health Minister Dr Abdul Rah- 
man A1 Awadi asserted that the 
number of Aids patients in 
Kuwait has never exceeded SS 
cases and said a new law on deal- 
ing with the killer disease carriers 
in the country wifi be enacted 
shortly. 

Responding to questions at a 
massive rally organised at the 
end of the three-day Kuwait 
Third International Conference 
on the Acquired I mm une 
Deficiency Syndrome, Aids, Dr 
Awadi disclosed that 47 of detec- 
ted patients came, from outside 
Kuwait and were sent back to 
their countries. 

He told the rally, which was 
attended by a crowd of 1,700, 
including students and cadets, 
that Aids patients have always 
been put under dose watch and 
dealt with in absolute secrecy. 

“A new law wifi be introduced 
within few weeks to deal with 
carriers of Aids virus in Kuwait,” 
Dr Awadi said. He added the law 
wifi stipulate the rights of both 
the patient and society and the 
punishment to be imposed on 
those who deliberately cause the 
transferrence of the virus to heal- 
thy people. 

The planning and public 
health minister reiterated that 
the fatal disease is a global 
problem and wifi continue to 
pose a serious threat to human- 
ity, noting that Aids will also 
continue to spread as long people 
abandoned their spiritual values. 

He stressed that the public 
Health Ministry will continue to 
strictly abide by current protec- 
tive measures including the Aids 
blood tests for all new workforce. 

The director of Kuwait's con- 
tagious diseases hospital Dr 
Abdulaziz A1 Anri , speaking in 
the rally, said the Public Health 
Ministry has imported a 
medicine that could prolong life- 
time of Aids patient, but would 
not lead to total elimination of 
the fatal epidemic. 

He said the ministry was about 
to complete construction of a 



Jonathan Mann 

special ward for Aids patients 
and another for intensive care to 
treat carriers of the virus who 
were in serious condition. 

Diana Aboa Haider adds: In 
addition to the epidemics of Aids 
and infection with its virus, the 
world today is facing yet another 
one, that of social, cultural and 
political reaction to the first two 
epidemics, said Dr Jonathan 
Mann, director of the World 
Health Organisation's Global 
Programme on Aids. 

The international expert who 
participated in the Kuwait Third 
International Conference last 
week, added that this epidemic 
may be as important to our 
fu tu re as the virus itselfbecause it 
could threaten to overshadow 
and overwhelm the first two 
epidemics by spreading myths 
and unfounded fears about the 
disease and by assaulting the 
rights and dignity of injected 
people. 

"Aids is not just a medical 
question but a problem for 
society as a whole. The reaction 
of a society to the disease could 
be good, harmful or helpful,” 
said Mann. 

He explained that community- 
based educational and care 
programmes can be very con- 
structive in the fight against 
Aids, but the attitudes of 
prejudice and denial are certainly 
a huge threat. 


“A society that is prejudiced 
against people who are infected 
with the virus or those who might 
have indulged in behaviour that 
could lead to infection is doing 
great harm to itself. So are coun- 
tries that accused others of 
spreading the disease in them. It 
is always easier to blame others 
and the deeply ingrained ideas 
that foreigners are bad and we 
arc good should be changed.” 

Mann stated. 

He added that a society that 
denies the problem is a society 
that is increasing its own danger. 
"Look at what is happening in 
this region (the Eastern 
Mediterranean). There are now 
over 400 reported cases and we 
know that the number is greater 
than that because there is always 
a problem in reporting the real 
numbers. The number of infec- 
ted people iseven greater because 
we know that those who are 
infected now were infected five to 
10 years ago.” 

Balance 

"It is a very difficult balance 
we have to achieve between 
informing people and scaring 
them,” said tne international 
expert. “The only thing we can 
do is constantly repeat the infor- 
mation as often as possible and in 
many different ways. There are 
still people who believe that you 
can catch Aida by shaking 
hands.” 

Mann stressed the need for 
national policies and program- 
mes against Aids to be based on 
respect for the right and dignity 
of infected people because it has 
been proven that whenever 
prejudice or discrimination of 
any kind exist, those who are 
prejudiced against become much 
more vulnerable to the disease. 

“Principles of a successful 
fight against Aids are: openness, 

. education, support and non-dis- 
crimination,” he said adding that 
some discriminatory national 
policies should be reviewed 
especially because the fight 
against Aids will be more dif- 
ficult in the '90s than it was in the 
'80s. 


tion and the US Food and Drug 
- Administration, Dr Abdul Rah- 
man A1 Awadi. the planning 
minister and acting minister of 
health, has said. 

Co-operative societies report 
that they withdrew the water 
from shelves before the world- 
wide recall saying that sales 
dropped dramatically after the 
first press reports about con- 
tamination in the US. 

The Sultan Center in Salmi ya. 
one of the most popular Food 
.retail outlets in Kuwait which 
: used to sell some 30 cases of 
Perrier a day, removed the water 
; from its shelves Thursday after 
"being instructed to do so by the 
.... jJPemer agent and the mun- 
tcipali ty. 

The supermarket, which is 
now stuck with a stock of bet- 
ween 100 and 17S cases, said 
Perrier was among the most 
[ -popular drinks on its shelves. 

; Raad Stores, the Perrier 
I importers, was not available for 

comment during the weekend. 
The Safeway store in Farwaniya 
confirmed it withdrew the water 
from the supermarket after a visit 
by municipality officials. 

The Kuwait Meridien, which 
belongs to the French chain of 
hotels, also slopped serving 
Perrier Thursday according to its 
food and beverage manager who 
declined any further comment. 
Out another Meridien manager 
'tStid Perrier was not the hotel's 
guests' favourite drink. Plain 
mineral water and fresh fruit 
juices, he said, were by far more 
popular. 

The Perrier health scare snow- 
balled after small traces of ben- 
zene were found in bottles in the 
US stale or North Carolina 
prompting Perrier to withdraw 
the water from stores across the 
US on Feb 9. The recall was 
extended Wednesday to the rest 
of the world after reports of con- 
tamination in Europe. Announc- 
• tStng the recall at a news con- 
ference in Paris. Perrier top 
J executives said it was caused by 
snail amounts of a toxic gas that 
ty mistake passed through a 
dirty filter contaminating some 
.. bottle*. 


Purified Perrier 
gushes back 

VERGEZE, France, Feb 16, (Reuter): Pure Perrier gushed back 
yesterday at the rate of six million bottles a day when its makers 
rushed to replenish stocks wiped out by a health scare and a 
global recall. 

While Perrier's shares sparkled back up on the Paris Stock 
Exchange, its 3,300 staff at the sacred mineral water source near 
this southern French town were working at full capacity to 
replace the 160 million bottles withdrawn from world markets. 

“We hope to turn a near catastrophe into a gnat success,” said 
Perrier spokesman Jean-Pierre Roux. The decision to withdraw 
all suspect Perrier bottles was “the best demonstration of our 
credibility that we could have made.” 

Besides reassuring investors, the move calmed workers in this 
company town, which locals said would be ruined should disaster 
strike its main employer. 

“Seeing we're producing at full capacity has been the best 
reassurance for the personnel. Now they’re taking on the 
challenge,” Roux said. 

The image of purity is everything for Perrier, which broke into 
the United States and created its biggest export market, wooing 
the chic, health-conscious and upwardly mobile. 

US sales soared from $51 million in 1981 to $550 million in 1 98 
8. Today, Perrier litre for litre can fetch five times more than 
gasoline. 

Roux, the company's human relations director, said some 
employees now faced dismissal for neglecting to dean the filters 
that purify the gas in Perrier. All recalled supplies would be 
destroyed, including bottles, he said. 

Since Roman times, the bubbling spring in the flat, dry 
Mediterranean land between the dues ofNimesand Montpellier 
was known as a source of naturally effervescent water. 

In an ultra-modern plant, the gas. which emanates from deep 
volcanic layers and percolates through an underground stream, 
is separated, filtered to remove impurities, then reinjected into 
the Perrier at a ratio of 3 J parts gas to one part water. 

When filters were not renewed, tiny traces of benzene built up, 
eventually creatinglevels that exceed US Food and Drug Admin- 
istration safety norms, although the FDA itself said there was no 
immediate health risk. 

Benzene is a naturally occurring solvent which is suspected of 
causing cancer. 

Pemer was withdrawn from markets in the United States, 
Canada, Japan. West Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands 
before company chairman Gustave Leven, 75, ordered the total 
recall. 

The only exception to Wednesday's recall order was France 
where Leven said bo tiles would only be replaced on demand since 
the contaminated water still met French safety standards. 

But the company backtracked yesterday after government 
ministers made clear they felt French consumers should be just as 
well protected as American ones. 

The French buy 42 per cent of the one billion bottles sold in 
some 120 countries every year. 

Perrier, aspring blessed by the state since 1863. was bought by 
Leven from Britain's aristocratic Harmsworth family in 1948, 
and was then on the brink of bankruptcy. 

Perrier now not only taps the water but also makes the 
distinctive pear-shaped green bottles and the caps and labels that 
goon them. Roux said these may be altered to show a '“dear" sign 
to show that the water had been bottled after the recall 
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tevclsm the, water to prevent any merefawate red 

recurrence of the cont^ination, 

k „ important international market 

Bernese, a chemical used in 2,000 BG» 

cleaning solvents, entered the Research 

water in trace amounts when 

workers failed, to change a pipe Crawford, who has done extea- 
filter at Perrier’ s natural spring at sire research In Iraq, smd the 

Vergezc in southern France. Mesopotamians once were depen- 

The water and the natural car- dent on goods shipped from D3- 
bon dioxide gas that makes it man. 

bubbly are normally separated Clay tablets found in Iraq 
underground then carried up showed D flmim supplied them 

separate pipes to the bottling with wood, ivory and precious 
facility, Zimmer said. stones from the Indns Valley, cop- 

A filter on the gas pipe that per from Oman and steatite stone 

deans out Benzene and other from Iran and the Arabian Pemn- 
impurities had not been changed sola. 

in “several months,” Zimmer Mesopotamian merchants 
said, malfunctioning and allow- provided wool and grain — a 
mg naturally-occurring Benzene valuable commodity for DSdubbl, 
to seep through. wfakh imported much of its food. 

“We don't know exactly how In torn D flm un, with numerous 
long the filter had been there, freshwater springs, was famous 
that's the problem,” said Zina- for its dates and ’fish-eyes’ — an 
mer. “It was complete old term for pearls, 
negligence.” An ancient Middle Eastern epic ! 

Zimmer ruled out industrial says the warrior Gilgaiiiedi came 
espionage and said disciplinary to Dflmm on a quest for umnor- 
acLion had been taken against the talitytofindZiaaidra,siBvivorof 

workers involved. a pre-inUical Hood. 

Trices of Benzene have been 

found m samples of the water in _ GOgamMh to 

the United States, Canada, the find the flower of immortality by 
Netherlands and Denmark in tyn^^tohisf^Madjimip- 
recem days, but Zimmer said the mgmtoltesea— atectanqs&sGnlf 

chemical could turn up else- pearl divers used mrtfl recently, 

where. _ Crawford said Ditnum — which 

Toxicologists from the unrver- boomed between 2^00 BC and 

sity of Clermont-Ferrand said 1*800 BC - — ini links with 
that the amount of benzene Magan, an earlier culture to what 
found in samples it tested would Oman In the southern 

pose a ranrr r threat only if con- Arabian penmgda, and Faifa k a in 

sinners drank a little per day for modern Kuwait at the opposite 
Ii/- e end of the Gulf. 

The samples exceeded US Cfr«rtar ****** »*** 

standards of 5 parts per billion w™* Dflmim merchants stamped 
and European standards of 10 their goods have also turned up 
parts per billion, Zimmer said. near Samfi Arabia's empty quar- 
French distributors will decide grand at oasis in the United Arab 
on their own whether to pull their Emrates. 

Perrier offthe shelves and ask the Settfements discovered on the 

company for fresh shipments, eastern Saif ' i coast are believed to 
Leven said. have been part of DBmm itself. 

“The water still tastes good,” Evidence 

he s?i d after the conference. “Not much is known about l 

Earlier Wednesday, the ancient Gulf civilisations, 1 

water’s Dutch importer. Hero these days wherever we look ini 
Nederland BV. recalled more area we are fedmjg evidence 
than a milli on bottles in the settlements,” Crawford said. 

Nethe rlands. Unfike other Dflmun sites 

“Small traces of the stufL to Bahrain, the town at Saar Oasa 

the extent of about 10 parts per reaifily accessible because it is l 

billion, have been, found in bi ded beneath layers of la 
several samples,” tested there in Assyrian, Roman and Greek d 

recent days. Managing Director featioos. 

Herman Schieffcis said. Flanked by a cemetery. 

In Denmark, traces ofbenzene ancient temple, and the Oi 

were found Tuesday in several itself the town comprises ah 
Perrier bottles, prompting the one kindred houses — each v 
importer, Peter Hearing, and the its own I^sfaaped courtyard, t 

distributor, Albani Breweries, to place and pot storage area, 

withdraw up to 300,000 bottles. The archaeologists beli 
Heeringsaid. ***** ware used to hold wa 

About 72 million bottles of cereal, dates, and an ancient 1 
Perrier were withdrawn from the brewed from grain or dates. 

US market last week after ben- One of two Dflmun seals 
zene was detected tn tests by the covered at Saar shows two pa 

US Food and Drug Adminrstra- sitting re stoob drinking thro 

, tion, straws from a pot. 



Pak minister visits PPC 

The Pakistani Justice and Law Minister Mr iftikhar Hussain Giiani visited the Pakistan People's Club at 
Mishref. 

PPC president Haji Mohammad Afzal Noor and club members arranged a reception for Gllani. 

The reception was also attended by Pakistani Ambassador Zahid Saeed. A large number of party 
members welcomed the minister and other officials at the club office. 

A delegation ol Kashmiri people also met the minister. 

Saudis behead four 
for heroin smuggling 


RIYADH, Feb 16, (AP): Three Pakistanis and a 
Somali were beheaded today after Islamic courts 
convicted them on charges of smuggling heroin, the 
Interior Ministry announced. 

In separate announcements, the ministry iden- 
tified the Pakistanis as Gomaa Shah din Abdul Rah- 
man, Bir Mohammed Thuweib Khan and Malak 
Am an Sayed Omar Sayed Golkm, and the Somali 
as Mahmoud Bin Hajj Ali. 

The four were caught smuggling heroin into the 
kingdom, with the first stuffing it in the soles of his 
shoes, and the Somali in a handbag. 


grave harm they bring to the individual and to 
society.” 

Beheadings take place in a public square after the 
Friday Muslim congregational prayers. 

Saudi Arabia is ruled by Islamic law or sharia 
which prescribes beheading for murder, stoning for 
adultery and handcotting for theft 


The four confessed to smuggling the narcotics 
tywenew into the kingdom, the announcement said. 

"**?**“ “ “®? n ^* KWt **“ Two Pakistanis were beheaded in the capital 
anrierc Gul f civi lisations, bat Riyadh and a third m the Red Sea port city of 

these days wherever we took in the Jeddah. The Somali was executed in the Muslim 

TOW -™ Bn g «? W “ ce of holy city oFMakkah. 
serae^irts, _ Each Interior Ministry statement affirmed the 

unase other ates ass kingdom's determination to combat drugs “for the 


ancient Gulf rivifisations, but 
these days wherever vre look in the 
area we are finding evidence of 
settlements,” Crawford sahL 

Unfike other Dflmun sites in 
Bahrain, the town at Saar Oasis is 
remffly accessible because it is not 
buried beneath layers of later 
Assyrian, Roman and Greek chfl- 
isatioos. 

Flanked by a cemetery, an 
ancient temple, and the Oasis 
itseUi the town comprises about 
ooehradred houses — each with 
its own L-shaped courtyard, fire- 
pU» and pot storage area. 

The archaeologists believe 
these were used to hold water, 
cereal, dates, and an ancient beer 
brewed from grain or dates. 

One of two Dflmun dis- 
covered at Saar shows two people 
sitting on stoob drinking through 
! straws from a pot. 


the oil-rich countries on the Arabian peninsula with 
the oil boom of the 1970s. 

In 1987, Muslim theologians ruled that the death 
penalty can be applied to drug smugglers because 
they “spread corruption on the face of the earth.” 
Some two dozen men, mainly Pakistanis, have 
been beheaded after the sharia courts convicted 
them for drug smuggling. 

Pakistanis, Y emenis , and many other nation- 
alities make up a 3 million-strong expatriate labour 
force in the kingdom to help with the ofl-fuelled 
economic and social development. 


gcc-ec co-op n 6w hq for Pama 


DOHA, Feb 16, (Kuna): Gulf 

Co-operation Council Secretary THE Deputy Director General of the Public Authority for Minors 
General Abdullah Yaqoub Affairs Abdul Mobsen A1 Mijhem.was quoted as saying that the 
Rishara said Thursday night that authority will receive viators at its new premises situated at A1 Sha™ 

the scheduled meeting between areas as of Feb 26 and aH preparations have been made to complete the 

the six GCC states and the streamlining of the authority’s procedures. 

European Economic Common- He explained that the new headq uarter* of 12 floors with a 

ity in Grenada next Monday will large hail of 1,500 square metres, with a present staffof 35 employees 

discuss horizons of co-operation Mijhem said that the authority isprimkrily concerned in investina its 

between the two groups. funds in the best interest of minors and disclosed that the authoritv k 

Speaking to Qatari News looking after the interests of about 15,511 minors. 3 

Agency, Bishara said that the The authority had disbursed an amount of about KD432.586 im tA 
gathering groups 500 par- the end of 1989 as aid to candidates who have been reeisterelThkteJn 

jg»aj s 0 of them from the addition to a namo unt of KD2.4 million which is dncfroin the Credi t 
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Thought for today 


x wm to v&m> _ . 

m T\Tl£ IN 


A MAN is not old until regrets take the place of dreams 

— John Barrymore US actor ( 1882 - 1942). . 


Najibullah tightens grip 


Peace elusive 


as ever before 


KABUL, (Reuter): \ year after Soviet troops pulled out of Af- 
ghanistan, peace for the battered country of 1 8 million people remains 
as elusive as ever. 

Defying the predictions of Western analysts. President Najibullah 
has strengthened his grip on power since the last of the Soviet soldiers 
supporting him left the country on Feb \ 5 last year. 

But the war against US-backed Muslim rebels rages on, leaving the 
economy in tatters and frustrating any effort to repair the devastation 
caused by 1 1 years of fighting. 

“I am not optimistic the war will end soon even if the superpowers 
agree to stop supplying arms to the belligerents," said one foreign 
diplomat in Kabul. 

Diplomats say neither side is strong enough to win on the battlefield. 

The government has r emained on the defensive since the Soviet 
pullout, battling to protect key towns from rebels attacks. But the 
rebels, attempting to switch from c ommand os tactics to conventional 
warfare, have suffered major setbacks. 


Beaten 


“Under the present correlation of forces, the government cannot be 
beaten militarily,” another diplomat said. 

Kabul has repeatedly proposed a ceasefire, United Nations-superv- 
ised elections and a demilitarisation of Afghanistan as the only way to 
end the conflict 

But the rebels have publidy refused to negotiate with a government 
that they hold responsible for the deaths of more than one million 
people and the exile of five million others. 

Najibullah renewed his offer of a truce on Wednesday in a televised 
address to mark the first anniversary of the Soviet pullout 
The rebels fired five rockets at Kabul on Thursday in an apparent 
rejection of the proposal. 

Najibullah's offer coincided with a call by Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze for the demilitarisation of Afghanistan and a 
four power peace conference. 

Shevardnadze also proposed a halt to all arms supplies to Afghanis- 
tan and a ceasefire followed by the removal of all arms stocks from the 
country. 

An Afghan journalist, who asked not to be identified, said the Soviet 
Union's intervention in Afghanistan had sown seeds of discord that 
were plaguing the country. “It will be a difficult task to reconcile” the 
two sides, the journalist said. 

The war is fuelled by extensive military aid to the government from 



LDP to keep 
power in poll 


the Soviet Union, which entered Afghanistan in 1979 to prop up the 
falteringMarxist government, and to the rebels from the United ; 


I States. 


Halations 


Despite, improving relations between Moscow and Washington. 
Afghan government* spokesman Mohhmmad Naqib said recently that 
the superpowers remained far from agreement on the conflict. 

There is diplomatic consensus here that a deal between Moscow and 
Washington to halt arms supplies would benefit Kabul in the short run 
or, as one diplomat putit, “until their missiles and air power run dry.” 


Strong spirit 


supphei 

enough weapons stockpiled to keep the war going at the same level for 
at least two years. 

Few regret the departure of the Soviet forces. 

Naqib said there were no plans to commemorate the pullout because 
sending troops into Afghanistan was a mistake and “you don't 
celebrate mistakes” — 


The government is trying to win support by distancing itself Grom its 
communist past. Once a staunch proponent of Marxism-Leninism, the 
ruling People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan now claims to be 
Islamic, nationalist and pro-democracy. 

Privately, government officials also agree that the coup which 
brought the communists to power in 1978 was a mistake. “The timing 
was wrong because the people were not yet ready for socialism,” a 
senior official said. 


“Before the revolution everything was cheap and in ab undan ce,* said 
one government employee. “Now we have no security, no peace, no 
food, no nothing.” 


Food 


In the big cities at least, there appears to be more food than last year 
because the winter has been relatively mild. And there have been fewer 
rebel interruptions of a key highway that is Kabul’s main lifeline to the 
Soviet Union. 

But in the countryside. United Nations officials report people are 
staging because of food shortages and a rapid decline in the purenasi] 
power of the afghani. 

The currency has plummeted to 500 to the US dollar in the bazaars 
from 220 one year ago. The official rate is 55 afghanis to the dollar. 

The average local salary is about 3,000 afghanis a month, good for 12 
kg (26.5 pounds) of rice or four kg (8.8 pounds) of mutton in the free 
market. 

Although state workers get coupons entitling them to 50 kg (1 10 
pounds) or rice and four kg of cooking oil every month, not all of them 
get their full quotas because of shortages. 

They are also entitled to four kg of sugar, four bars of soap and 500 
gm& (l .1 pounds! of tea at subsidised prices. 

was awful. Some traders sakUhe oSy good that could be said of the 
Soviet troops was that they had inspired Western diplomats, "our m ai n 
buyers.” to stay. 

When the Soviet Army withdrew, the diplomats, concerned about 
their safety, also packed their bags add left. 


SIR: Three hundred yea**s back when Richard 
Lovelace was put into English prison cell, be wrote the 
following verse on the prison wall: 

"Stone walls do not a prison make. 

Nor iron bars a cage, 

The spotless mind and innocent 
Calls that a hermitage 
Iflhavt freedom in my love 
And in my soul I am free, 

Angels alone that are above 
enjoy such liberty." 

Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for life for his 
patriotic activities but finally released after 27 years of 
imprisonment. During the first decade ofliis imprison- 
ment, he was made to break the rocks and turn into fine 
gravels — what a hard Labour and harsh punishment!! 
God forbids such punishments even to worst enemies. 
He went to the prison as an able-bodied man fuQ of 
youth and vigour bat came out of it physically shaken.. 

If at all he survived to see his freedom, it wasonly 
because of his strong spirit that kept him alert. Former 
President Botha wan tod to shatter him and to turn him 
docile but instead his long years in prison made Man- 
dela more mature in his political philosophy resulting 
in having more freedom of thoughts. This freedom 
finally captivated the might ofhisoppressors to such an 
extent that his prison cefl turned into a conference hall 
for discussing not only his freedom but also to nullify 
the crime against humanity called — apartheid. 

— Punishments 

There are leaders in the worid who think that human 
movements can be crushed by wmirtng the body 
undergo harsh punishments but it is not always the 
case. In order to shut his mouth for his campaig n 
against Czarist regime, Bakunin, the anarchist, was 
made to suffer worst imprisonment in the then Russia 
and because of such cruelty in his prison ceD, he lost his 
teeth turning him unfit to practice Ins ferocious 
oratory. 

However, his spirit was left untouched that forced 
him to exercise his movement against Czarist regime by 
way of writings. 

History is rail of examples where body suffered but 
spirit re m a ine d intact. After all, it is said by John 
Milton in his Paradise Lost that "Mind is in his own ■ 
place and it can make a hell into a heaven and heaven 
into a hdl." 

There is stOl an impression into the minds of the 
white-skinned people that cofourcd propleare intelleo- 
tually inferior to them. But let the inflated ego of whites 
be aware that early civilisation was started in Africa 
and coloured Asia when Europeans were still living in 
cages as uncivilised people. Secondly, anthropologists 
have proved that given equal opportunities, no man is 
inferior to theother. For example, Martin Luther King 
Jr, Pde, Carl Lewis, Muhammad Ah, Bishop Tutu, 
Ma hat ma Gandhi and many others proved the fact by 


mu 

_ better. 

At present this is the only way I can thmfc of for 
everybody to contribute to the reform process. 

But should you uot be able to grant me this massive 
favour — I wouM understand, and at the same time ask 
another favour of you — could you not send this 
. request on to another newspaper’s editor? Whatever 
' you decide — I thank you in advance. 

Now — while it is perfectly true that the change in 
South Africa can only be achieved internally — so is it 
equally as true that we can learn from the whole world. 
And that is what this letter is abouL 

Could you ask your readers to help South Africa? 
Doing that can be done by them answering these 3 
questions: 

(1) As you personally understand the situation, how 
did South Airies find itself in the unique position of 


Kashmir issue 


SIR: I am writing this in reply to some comments made 
by one Dr Haider Mahdi, regarding the situation in 
Kashmir state of India. Some comments of his are 


coni 


having its policy of apartheid? 

(2) What is your perception of hfein* South Africa 
today? And most importantly — 1 vc— 


*(3) What advice would you give to '(a^the 'present 
government and (b) the future g o v ernm ent? " 

I beg everybody who reads this to answer. From the 


youngest reader, through youth and. church groups, 

factory 


exiles, students and academics, prisoners, 
workers, farmers, poets, famous personalities, old-age 
pensioners — and do feel free to teO me more about 
yourself. Please we need the whole world's help here 
and now. 

I promise to reply to every letter received to share the 
results. I will also forward the letters to our leader, 
Ndson Mandela and the ANC, as well as to F.W. de 
Klerk, and anyone else interested. 

Shoba Abuts, 
London, UK. 


No comparison 


Mocking words 


SIR: The frequent repetition of two groups of news 
he Arab 


• Times need dose review and your 


; imprisonment and 
kept silent over his imprisonment 
and that of his likes win remain guilty not only in the 
eyes of humanity but also in the eyes of God. 

A. Veronica Fernandes, 
Salat. 


Help S. Africa 


SIR: 1 am an exiled South African studying in London. 
My name is Shona, and 1 implore you to consider this 
letter well, for it could be important to many people. 


items in the 
attention. 

First are the items relating to Islamic laws which are 
dearly aimed at ridiculing Islam. They are boms 
quoted by Arab Tunes from other wodd agencies. Such 
‘Islamic news' are extracted out of their complete 
context and projected with manipulated words to give 
them mockable views by the anti-lslamic agencies. This 
is not new or surprising from them. What is alarming is 
that such news are selected to be reproduced in these 
Islamic countries in the same mocking words. 

Secondly items like ‘sex’ news which are finding 
front page space and bold letter prominence in the 
Arab Times. These can only generate similar ideas into 
the growing children here and their morality barriers 
get more and more flexible by such news. 

We are sure that inclusion of such news must be 
finding Arab Times more enjoyable and agreeable to 
many of its readers. However, there are many others 
who consider it a matter ofconcerm Wc fed concerned 
to observe that gradually and definitely the forces set 
out to distort. Islam ana corrupt. innocent mind* am 
stealing their ways into these Islamic countries in the 
cloak of ’progress.'’ 

The suffering caused by destruction of morality by 
random theologies are evident the world over. Let us 
preserve, value, and glorify the treasure of Islam in its 
true meaning and spirit. 

Needless to mention that news plays very 

important role in moulding the minds of its readers. It 
must be safeguarded with greater responsibility. 


SIR: Unfortunately, I happened to read the letter 
written by one Mohd. Akram, Safat, dated Feb 9, 
regarding the Kashmiri issue. I do not only strongly 
object to his views but also would like to mention that 
he is a fanatic who does not know what is really taking 
place around him. I'm sure hebas never tried to go deep 
mto the actual problems of Palestinians, instead he 
vainly tried to accuse a press. 

I fall to understand why bong one of the reputed 
presses in Kuwait, Arab Times has spared that much 
space for a matter which is childish. 

I would Hire to remind thi» gentleman that the 
Palestine problems can't be compared with the Kash- 
miris. It has got a gulf of difference in all fords. 


A. Mundakknl 

K.C.C. 

Salmiya. 


Great news 


SIR: The release of Ndson Mandela is a great news of 
the year 1990. Like India’s great leader Mahatma 
Gandhi, Mandela dedicated his life for the nation and I 
wish that his ambitions are fulfilled in his life time. 


H-S-Rao, 

Safat. 


MLA.J 


ahangfr, 

Hiwiffi. 


ALL Letters to the Editor most contain the 
writer's name and address. Publication is at 
the ^discretion o f the Editor and letters are 
subject to the editing process for space or 
other reasons. 


today hi history i Reforms to benefit movements 


TOKYO, (Reuter): Japan’s long-entrenched 
ruling party, profiting from oppsroon disarray 
and voters’ desire for stability in a fast-chang- 
ing world, looks set to hold power in Sunday^ 
general election. 


rtoKanyalramari' India is one. This feeling 

is in the heart of every Indian, regardless of religion or 
creed. 

Indians have a unity in diversity. India is not a 
religions country. It is a secular state in the true sense. 

Every religion has the same right and freedom there. 
Moreover minorities have special constitutional 
safeguards, and reservations. In Kashmir there is no 
dotmnanoe Eke Hindu dominance at the writer has 
alleged in his letter. There is Kashmiri, and Indian 
dominance only. Moreover Kashmir is given special 
constitutional status, safeguards etc. considering its 
Muslim dominance, majority, and its sensitive border 
■ p o si t i o n :'. Indian Musbrnsr-sml -minority religious' ~ 

~ groups areenjbying the maxhriflmreiteious frccdomm • - 
India. India considers UViUtitixetK equaLTbCTe.isg»o j uLJ 
‘ • rtfi^i^’ftetouritistn.' i- - a. i "* 1 

Kashmir , as~ well as other States, groups,' also w3T 
have so many genuine grievances. To achieve the aim, 
looting, kidnapping of Muslim ladies and killing is not 
the way. India is a great, true, secular democratic 
country.By democraticprooessonly acause is fulfilled. 

(Name and address sapptkd) 


1568 — Turkey's Sultan Selim II makes peace with Holy 

Roman Emperor Maximilian II 

1670 — France signs defensive alliance with Bavaria. 

1720 — Peace treaty between Quadruple Alliance and Spain 
signed. 

1813— Prussia's Frederick William Hldedareswaron France. 
1852—- Repressive measures are adopted in France, including 
press censorship. 

1897 — Britain rejects Austro- Russian proposal for blockade 
of Piraeus in Greece. 

1916 — British and French forces complete capture of Ger- 
many’s African colony of Cameroon during World War 1. 
1934 — Belgium’s King Albert I is killed while mountain- 
climbing. 

1936 — Anglo-Irish pact ends tariff war 
1944 — US forces attack Japanese at Eniwetok atoll in Pacific 
m Worid War II. ^ „ 

1965 — US spacecraft Ranger 8 is launched from Cape Ken- 
nedy.Florida, and make crash-landing on moon three days 
later after sending back more 7.000 pictures. 

1987 — Shiite militiamen and leftist alliance of Druze and 

communist gunmen dash in Lebanon's West Beirutfor control 

of capital's M uslim sector. 


MOSCOW, (APy The Soviet Union’s move toward 
political pluralism is likely to give a new boost to a variety 
of broad-based movements known as “People’s Fronts.” 


‘People 1 ! 

These popular political organisations could eventually 
become formal i 


Separate people’s fronts exist in most of the Soviet 

republics an 


alics and in many of Ibc major cities ofRussia. Among 
the political organisations pressing the Co mmunis t Party 
for reform, these groups have gained some experience, a 
wide following and doctoral successes. 

In the light of the Communist Party decision last Wed- 
nesday (Feb 7) to give up its constitutional dnim to 
absolute political power, the people's front movement 


members or know how many members they have. None 
says it is actively seeking political power. The people’s 
front organisations of various regions cooperate, but the 
emphasis remains on local ««»»»*, and there has been fittj f 
effort to bring the entire movement together. 

Nevertheless, leaden of the people’s front movements 
say that they will at some point outlive their purpose of 
energising an apathetic jpopuIation.The next step is for 
various factions within the organisations to find their own 
platform and splinter off into political parties, they said. 

“In this political structure, where there is no democracy, 
our goal is to re-estabEsh a democratic, parliamentary 
system,” said Tofik Gosymov, one of 14 directors of the 


rafonMrs “ ,on * ** oonnnmiisB . 

rJi? ^ a ^ M< * cow service Interfax quoted Boris 
Orlov, an historian and expert on the social democratic 
“ aym £ ■“*“ democrats could win 20 per 
cent .to 30 per cent of the vote in the Baltics. ' 

Luhuama’* Communist Parry took the electoral threat 





the lower house of ParliamcnL 

But with voter surveys also showing a high 
proportion still "undecided” — one* put® 
figureat over 40 per cent— an upset win for the 
non-communist opposition cannot be totally 
ruled out. 

Clear 

Analysts agree Prime Minister T oshiki 
Kaifu, who needs a clear victory to fight off 
rivals within his own party, has successfully 
shifted the campaign focus away from the 
LDP's scandals to whether his opponents are 
competent to govern. 

“I'm voting LDP,” said Takehiko Shindo, 
50, a Tokyo bank branch sub-manager. "We’re 
talking about the government now, talking 
about keeping Japan going. It's not a joke 
anymore.”' 

Big business, frightened that Japan's econ- 
omic success would he jeopardised by a socialist 
victory, coughed up a reputed 27 bOhon yen 
($185 million) to finance the LDP campaign. 
The opposition failed to stir public indignation 
over the issue. 

The Japan Socialist Party, the main opposi- 
tion group, talked confidently of forming a 

coalition goyenun“‘ *— * ’ — ' 

dragged their feet. 

Voters have 

with the middle-of-the-road Komdto (t 
government party) and the democratic social- 
ists on key issues such as Japan-US relations 
and defence. 

This has allowed Kaifu to present LDP 
politicians, at a time of political turmofi Jzl , 
Eastern Europe and doser to home in China, as 
the experienced, competent administrators 
Japan will need in the perilous 1990s, - j,. > 
Analysts said that would probably, "root 
Japan's trading partners just fink - feW- 

One Asian diplomat in Tokyo said his 
nment would prefer a strong LDP 
to a socialist-led coalition. “Better 
know than the one you don’t,” he added. 
Predict 

Latest polls unanimously predict the LDP 
will reach the magin number of 257 seats in the 
512-strong lower house and may even exceed 
270, enabling the party to control allcommfe 
tees. /-/ v- 

The surveys show the Japan socialists 
apparently on course to raise their own 


£ 



representation to between 120 and 140. 

That is a big improvement on the 85 they won 
in 1986, but still less than what they dreamt of 
last summer when their party, led by flam- 
boyant chairwoman Takako Doi, spearheaded 
an opposition drive to take control of the upper 
house for the first time. 

Since then, the mood in the country has 
c ha nged- ’Analysts say people now -are more 
' cynical than angry at the LDP’s clumsily 
iinttodnbed salcsptax, the involvement erf' top 
/party ^figures in the- Recruit “sharqs-fbp- 
favours” affair, and a prime minister’s affair 
with a geisha. 

Farmers say they are generally less inclined 
than last year to vote against the LDP and are 
reagnedtofurthcr liberalisation of agricultural 
imports. 

Doi has also found it difficult to reprise her 
“ M ado nn a stategy” of last summer, when her 
triumph thrust women to the forefront of 
Japanese politics for the first time. 

Female indignation at corruption and 
philandering in the top ranks of the LDP, at the 
hated sales tax and, generally, at the com- 
placency and insensitivity of a long-dominant, 
male-controlled political machine seems to 
have cooled. 


Or 


Some husbands who caught their wives* 
istLDP candidates 


enthusiasm and voted against 
in July now say the crucial lower house contest 
is no time to vote emotionally. 

Stopgap 

Kaifu, at 5 9 a stopgap choice for prime 
minister after a string or party leaders were 
tai nte d by sc a nda l, entered tire campaign writ- 
ten off as a lame dock. 

But if he leads the LDP to a big win on 
Snnday. he will still need to guard against party 
barons, “cleansed” by a new mandate from the 


people, trying to take back the reins. Former 
foreign 


Foreign minister Shintaro Abe, for one, has 
made no secret of his desire to end his career in 
the top job. 

Kaifu would also face a lot of other 
problems, both at home and abroad. 

Even with a clear LDP majority in the more 
powerful lower-house, the party would have to 
jive with a hostile upper chamber empowered to 
block its legislation. 
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Quote me 



^T^worW wants to see Hwt fi^ht again- 

Douglas did a great job, he defeated a greal 
champion. What is good for boring is that 
- be a rematch between him and 

me great rormer champion.” — WBC boss Jose SulaiuBD 
on a rematch between Tyson and Douglas. 




but I am not 

has made against me. 


guilty o f any of the 
mst me. PTL was not 


the government 


a -^ ass action smt- had todSnpy • 




appears lobe a Gr«gep from driarirx afCn rnmnnkt Party Azerbaijan People's Front. “Then it can go out of'tfae 

dictatorship to a system for formal political competition. picture and leave it to the development of political par- 

Since it first arose in the Baltic republics of Lith uania ties.” 

Latvia and Estonia almost two years ago in their fire: sign 




long as it was tied to Moscow’s 
The Lithuania! party, led u . 

ian communists ' 


Brazauskas, 


of serious organised opposition to communist rule, the 
movement has taken in auugriy d-defined mass of people, 
their local grievances and hopes for a belter future. 

Distinction 

Some places, as in Estonia and Lithuania, there is tittle 
distinction between the leadership of the people's front 
and the reform-minded leaden of the Communist Party. 
Elsewhere, as in the Caucasus repubtics and in MoMoria. 
the people's front stands in opposition to the local Com- 
munity Pany leadership. 


In the Baltic republics, where the process has gone 

: form— 


furthest, the people’s Groat movements already are i 
ingthe basis of new parties opposing the comnaiaists. 

Groups 

Journalism professor MarjuLamritin. one of those in the 
forefront of the Estonian People’s Front, has hdped found 
a new social democratic party. Small groups of social 
democrat*, 

have formed in other Baltic republics as wdL 


i : from Moscow. Lithuan- 


S ,W eme So™* was unanimously 
8Upporlcd .SgRgUv democratic presidential 


R«v«m 

a ‘ 

Interfax also quoted a 




Regardless, the Grouts coiastakmgly point out that they 
re not political parties. Few, if any, of than have lists of 


Although they do not start a chance of ousting the 
immuniitt K, orii c*v>gU|grtira will win sonttsealainlocal 


c om m 

and 


into governing coalitions, possibly with a people’s 


of the Latvian 

ywright champion of ih2Vorld.l? St 
dSu 3£ - New ***"“ Buster 


.the Lithuanians and 


Moscow. 
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raos tail to pay uprising cash 


JEJ ** 16 , (Reuter): The Ghassem said Arab states had paid well 

PLO s top fina ncia l official appealed to nnder 30 P® “3* of the sums they had 
Arab states yesterday for more money to pledged at an Arab summit in Algiers 
support a Palestinian nnn«. n ™ * 1 .. Th+ cmmit __ . 


support a Palestinian uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied. territories, saymg most 


We call on Arab countries to comply 
with the (1988) Algiers decision," to fond 
thfc npnsma, Jaweed A1 Ghussein, chair- 
manofthePalestine National Fund (PNFl 
told Reuters. ‘This is the least they can 
do.’ 


The summit endorsed an nrgent 
payment of S128 million and then $43 
million every month to support tin- Pair*, 
tinian uprising in the West&nlt and Gaza 
Strip. 

More than 800 Arabs and 44 Jews have 
died in the revolt, now 26 months old. 

“We have not received one dollar of the 
128 million.” said Ghnseein, an executive 
committee member of the Palestine 


liberation Organisation (PLO). 

“As for the 43 million a month, we got 
less than 30 percent of that in 1989," he 
said at his office in Abu Dhabi in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

He said only Saudi Arabia (56 million a 
month), Iraq (42 million), the UAE (3 
million) and Kuwait (2 mflHon) were 
currently paying the PNF, the PLO’s fin- 
ancial aim. 

Libya had given S4 to 5 mOhon a month 
for eight months in 1988 but nothing in 
1989, he said. 


Last month however Tripoli began pay* 
mg $6 million a month directly to Palestin- 
ian hospitals and charities in the occupied 
territories, he added. 

$43 million a month was the minimum 
required to cover the basic needs of the 1 .5 
million Palestinians in the territories, 
which have been occupied by Israel since 
1967, he said. 

UAE President Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan 
Al Nahayan had personally made a 
payment of $10 million to the PNF, 
Ghuseein said. 


Mujahedeen reject Soviet plan 


Rockets hit Kabul on first pullout anniversary 






• ■ 1 




KABUL, Feb 16, (Agencies): US- 
blacked Afghan rejecting “all 

imported proposals** for peace, fired 
five rockets at Kabul and IdOed at 
least one person yesterday, the first 
aonivemryofthe completion of to 
Soviet withdrawal 
- Fears among citizens, officials and 

diplomats of a massive rockets 
barrage on to bastion of to Soviet- 
backed go ver nm ent, however, did 
not materialise. 

Mohammad Naqmb Sameer, a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, said 
five rockets hit different spots of to 
city of 2 mDfion. 

One person was IriDad and at least 
two wounded by a rocket hitting to 

son was wooded" when a rocket £?a 
northern suburb, Sameer said. Three 
other rockets caused no damage. 

Sameer said three of the mmoles 
fired by rebels from nearby snow- 
covered mountains were “cluster 
. rockets’* tot burst about ISO feet 
(45m) above the ground. Each 
releases 96 bomblets set to explode 

on impaef nr lied mmMtf unfit /tict ur- 
bed, according to foreign diplomats. 

The rockets came one year from 
Feb IS, 1989, when Moscow ended a 
nine-year occupation of the country 
it invaded to back to communist 
go v er nm ent against Muslim insur- 
gents. 

There were no official ceremonies 
marking “one year of the indepen- 
dent defence of the homeland,** alth- 
ough Nzubullah marked the 
occasion Wednesday evening with a 
television and radio address offering 
refinements on his rejected peace 
plan. 

Thursday, Afghan rebels in 


dropping its insistence that 
NajmaQah step down prior to peace 
l»lh 

^Ar^ThqjTtday mJVa shingtOD, to 

aid programme to Afghan rebel for- 
ces because US officials could not 
adequately monitor to deliveries. 

Soviet officials this week reiterated 
their proposal for an end to foreign 
militar y aid to all factions an inter- 
national peace conference to include 
US, Soviet, Pakistan, Iranian and 
Afghan representatives. 

But Sayyaf vowed to resistance 
would score a military victory and 
warmed against foreign bids for a 
political settlement to the 11 -year- 
old war. 

“Our fate will be decided by our 
hands and not by foreigners." he 
said. 

The Soviet Union proposed on 
We dn e s day the holding of an inter- 
national conference by die 

United Nations and four other coun- 
tries in addition to Afghanistan to 
lord: for a solution for to Afghan 


Sharon 
attacks 
Shamir 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Feb 
16, (Agencies): Hardline Israeli 
potkitiu Ariel Sharon has bandied 
his bitterest attack yet on Prime Mini- 
ster Yitdiak Shamir, csBngbhn and 
and dangerous and saying he would 
one day take Skandr*s place. 

la aa iaterriew with the Yetfiotii 
Ahnmoth daily pnWishril today, the 
61-jewoU architect of Israel's 1982 
id Ui w invasion •!««* Us 

mfajadgmeut led to the daa g hte r of 
Paksthdam by Christians h Leban- 
on's Sabra and ShatiDa refugee 





Running for safety 


Afghan President NajibuHali (left) smiles on the first anniversary of the Soviet- 


tuL'J* »i..n • 1 v.i ’ln» nr ’•TTyi:-.-™.': 1 rr -nriT’ r- 7 - 1 ; .i.mi,- r .'l .IV., 


step down from power before proposed elections in a post-war Afghanistan. 0 ugh Nzjibullah marked the 
(Reuter wirephoto) occasion Wednesday evening with a 

tdCVi»On BOd ladlO WWlCS* Offtrillg 

_ _ refinements on his rejected peace 

Cross-border sssr. 

ceasefire and to convening of a 

_ _ ■ ■ ■ ■ grand council of all factions of 

visits so rood 

m “NajibuDah should not give him- 

self to authority to propose any- 
• thing that concerns the future of 

- lran,.Spviet Union sign accord. , 

-• • — . ■ • — ■ .. men t-m-erile ict up by rebels m Pak- 

««30^Fe^6:<K^t^TB^ a banted bofafcfpbstste ‘ h y;, * 

<«tkiuiT3- • 3 Via , - - • - — j , .■ . . He rnieht nave ATshan otizen- 


lauooai comerence anenaed uy rue “Shsmirisadam«oamau.I wffl 

United Nations and four other coun- jwfc Rh^S- for anting &» 

nes in addition to Afghanistan to to deem,” Sharon midu to 

00 k for a solution for to Afghan interview pobfisfod fore days after he 

“We propose a conference of these *** ** tnu * e 

four countries with to participation “Shamfrisdefiidtdyaandmaa," 

of to United Nations secretary-gen- »id tobaskyShartm. whohtsnmed 

oai or hn nym^tatwes,” Sovwt u>toacha*meHMMcamprigaagsimt 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- a mn wmtat woponlfto bridi- 
naifan said in an article published m r«iniin,;i n aimiiii inni 
to newspaper Izvestia. Oaimi^H^o^ Shamir at a 

Shevardnadze also suggested hah- chaotic meetly last Monday of toh- 

ing all arms supplies to the warring rightist I AH Party, Shares told to 

rides and suspending all military news paper. “I stm before 1 wffl be 
operations in a step toward pvfaae mUster of IsraeL" 

demflitarisatiou of to ooimtry. 9iaron admitted tomiriodgmetf in „ . _ 

Iran-based Afghan rebels rebuffed to Lebanon war’ while defcndiH his BAGHDAD 

to new Soviet peace plan. B Mto sfDdtic»ll toniBtok ' senior Turki 

The reaction to Shevardnadze’s Babin’s fatore to qmh a 26-month- country is n 

proposal was made in a Tehran news old Pakstirian npriamg te to Israeli- with Iraq an 

conference. occupied West Bank and Gan Strip. water resour 

The Afghan foreign minister Sharon said to United States was River, accon 
cautiously welcomed to new plan, interfering in Israefi affairs by wd- retxul todav 

but questioned whether to Afghan coariag hli cabinet rerigaatiaa over 
government would play a big enough Middle East peace motes. /A i? c 


A Lebanese vegetable vendor runs for safety at the Museum Crossing, 
as Christian warring armies fought heavy battle for supremacy. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Turkey ready 
to co-operate 


Euphrates waters 


The Afghan foreign minister 


BAGHDAD, Feb 16, (AP): A. 
senior Turkish official said his 
country is ready to co-operate 
with Iraq and Syria in utilising 
water resources of the Euphrates 
River, according to a published 


and industry. 

Celebi did not say what kind of 
projects Turkey is ready to set up 
in co-operation with Iraq and 
Syria on the Euphrates. But Ank- 


AH in all it is very interesting," 
dnl Wak3 said of the 10-pomr 


SWtetUmon, dogged by unrest - 
in several ofitsMusW republics, 
signed two protocols with Iran to 
make cross-border visits easier 
and asked Tehran to help return 
calm to their frontier, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

It quoted Iran's Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mahmoud 
Vaezi as saying the Kremlin 
should “treat the people in a 
prudent and peaceful manner.” 

Vaezi told the visiting Soviet 
Deputy Munster for Protocol 
and Consular Affairs, Bros Cha- 
plin, the agreements were in line 
with the demands of Soviet 
Azeris and other Muslims living 
near the two countries' 1,740-km 
(1,080-mile) frontier. . 

Chaplin asked Vaezi for Iran's 
help to resolve problems of 
security and stability on the bor- 
der, the radio said. 

Teas of thousands of Soviet 
Azeris illegally crossed into Iran 


a series of demonstrations start- 
ing on Dec 31. 

A similar number of Ir anians 
also went to Soviet Azerbaijan, 
but' Iranian media dismissed 
reports in Moscow's official 
press that Azeri nationalists figh- 
ting ; the central government 
received weapons from across 
the border. 

Tehran Radio on Wednesday 
urged . Moscow not to use 
violence in Tajikistan, a Muslim 
republic in central Asia where 37 
people were killed in ethnic riots 
this week. Last month Iran 
expressed regret about Mos- 
cow's use of force in Azerbaijan. 

Iran, which sees itself as 
protector of Muslims around the 
world, says people in both 
republics are striving to regain 
their Islamic identity after 
President Mikhail Gorbachev's 
reforms ended decades of rigid 
communist rule. 


’r&tonlasryear. ■ v - 1 . 

“He might have Af ghan citizen- 
ship, bui he has been forced onto to 
country with tanks," Sayyaf told a 
news conference. 

The United States recently shifted 
its position on an Afghan settlement. 


Abdul Wskfl 
Soviet plan. 

PreodentN 
appealed to-A 
cesathomeai 


pan opposition for-' 
I abroad to enter into 


He offered tire US- backed muja- 
hedeen a six-month and 

said his troops would stop firing 
long-range Scud missiles if the rebels 
stopped firing rockets at Kabul and 
other cities. 


Israeli granny dies 

Despite amputation 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Feb 16, (Reuter): An Israeli great- 
grandmother who feared amputating her gangrenous leg would 
keep her out of heaven died today six days after having the 
operation, Israel Radio said. 

Ruth Trabdsi, 84, an ultra-orthodox Jew of Tunisian origin, 
initially masted she wanted to keep her body intact on religious 
grounds though doctors said she might die unless the limb was 
.amputated. 

Divided family members fought at her bedside and the state 
took the case to court out of concern for her well-being. A judge 
ruled she should not be forced to lose her leg. 

“I am going to heaven on my owjx two fert,” Trabdsi had told 
the judge. 




. j measuring S.2 degrees on to Richter Scale shook 
I Shahrud 210 miles (340 kilometres) eastof Tehran 
on Friday, to Islami c Republic News Agency 
reported. 

No damage or casualty reports from the town 
f were mentioned in the report, monitored in 
Cyprus. (AP) 

* Iran’s growth rate rises; Iran’s popula- 
tion growth rate, already one of to world's nigbest. 
' j has risen to 3.26 per cent a year, the Iranian News 



ll said Iran, where abortion is ilkgal and many 
.jo Muslim clerics oppose birth control, now has more 
n than 55 million people. 

Is. -. Officials last year voiced concern at an annual 
l&- 3.2 per cent growth rate revealed by a census in 
br 1986. (Reuter) 

Hi • • * 

0 : .. Mubarak to visit Moscow: President 
^ Hosai Mubarak is expected to start a three-day 
state visit to the Soviet Union March 19, his first 
since he came to power following the assassination 
■t; of Ins predecessor, Anwar Sadat in 1981 , to Mid- 
v dk East News Agency reported Wednesday. 

T-V The stare-owned agency gave no details for 
■ Mubarak's trip but his talks with Soviet President 

Ik. Mikhail Gorbachev were expected to deal with 
bilateral relations, to Middle East and Soviet 
. Jewish emigration to IsracL (AP) 


Say meets Pope 


Rope John Paul meets Peggy Say, the sister of 
American journalist Terry Anderson seized in Beirut 
in March 1985. Say is making her fourth trip abroad 
to try to secure her brother's release and hopes to 
see Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and banian 
leaders. (Reuter wirephoVo) 


Iranian arugKmgpmiaUetuLaw-enfo^ 

cement agents rated a notorious drug kingpin 
identified as Baluch EanaQ-Zehi in Western Iran, 
Tehran radio reported Thursday. 

The broadcast said EsmaH-Zehi, also known as 
Hajj Baluch Shahbakhsh, was VH kd by agents of 
Iran's revolutionary co m m i ttees, which are res- 
ponsible for enforcing to law throughout to 
country. (AP) 


Hnssein orders prisoners treeo: King 

Hussein on Friday ordered to government to 
release 29 convicted political prisemers in a con tin- 
ning drive toward political liberalisation. 

Srae-nm Jordan radio said the king ordered the 
prisoners “released immediately." but gave few 
details. Twenty-seven are Jordanians ana two are 
foreigners, it said. (AP) 

* « * 

Egyptian ports reopen: Alexandria port 

reopened on Thursday after a two-day closure 
forced by strong winds and high seas, port officials 
said. 

Ships had been trapped inside the harbour and 
others were kept waiting outside since to port was 
dosed on Tuesday at 1330 GMT by winds of up to 
50 km per hour (31 mSes per hour). 

_jfbe oil terminal of the Suez Mediterranean Arab 
Petroleum Pipdmes Company (Sumed) at Sidi 
Krrir, 32 km (20 miles) west of Alexandria, was to 
reopen at 1 300 GMT. It had also been dosed since 
Tuesday. (Renter) 

• • • 

Lebanon snowbound: snow covered the 
lops of Lebanon's mountains in the east ami the 
west area and dosed roads. 

Weather reports said today t h a t t h e te mp e ra tu re 
that d ro p ped lower than zero degrees in the moun- 
tain area readied three degrees in Beirut. 

It added that to cold and rainy weather wtD 
continue on all Lebanon and snow will cover areas 
at 800 metres height. (Kuna) 


“I am a friend oftbeUnitEd States,” 
be told bad tderisioa wfaca asked 
whether to White House was not 
overjoyed by Ms resignation. 

Sharon promised to hunch aa alter- 
- satire peace efdp am Sunday 
after qaitiag fhr mi— nt im i ill 
• plan lor talks with Palestinian. ' 

The retired general tali Israel taie- 
vfaou be would fomdy resi gn at a 
cabinet meeting oa Sunday and then 
bald a news conference. 

An bnefi army expert ou Islamic 
fimismrnffuai says progr ess h the 
Middle End peace process could lead 
to vMeut das h es between radical 
Mnsfims and the FLO in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Lt Col David Hacham, adviser on 
Arab affaire to the IsneU mflitary 
government in Gaza, gave the assess- 
ment as a new leaflet from one fm>- 
d smMitaBst gronp charged the PLO 
with accepting “the enemy state” of 
IneL 

Israefi troops and thrir Lebanese 
atifida allies killed a Palestinian figh- 
ter and emptnred time on Wednesday 
in Israel’s self-declared Math 

I .e liauu a sec urity zone, the amy said. 

Israeli mflitary s ources said the 
fighter belonged to to Democratic 
Front for to Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLF). 

An adviser to Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat said be was 


w ire hrading towards s breakthrough. 

Basmm Abo Sharif told Renters 
tot talks between the United States 
and to Soviet Union and develop- 
ments in to Israefi gwmmwnt had 
breafted new fife into the peace 


The state-run weekly Alef Baa 
(AB) quoted Ism Celebi, a Turk- 
ish state minister as saying, “we 
are ready to set up joint ventures 
with both Syria and Iraq to make 
use of the water of the river.” 

Celebi, who visited Iraq this 
week, told, the . magazine that 
Ankara resumed the normal flow 
of water in the river on Monday 
after cutting it Jan 13 to fill the 
reservoir at the giant Ataturk 
dam in southeastern Turkey. 

Celebi was sent by Turkish 
President Turgut Ozal with a let- 
ter to Iraq's President Saddam 
Hussein to alleviate Iraq’s fears 
that Turkey’s ambitious irriga- 
tion and hydropower plans will 
affect Iraq's agriculture. 

He also conducted economic 
talks with Iraq's Minister of 
Trade and Finance Mohammed 
Medhi Saleh. 

The Iraqi news agency said 
Celebi and Saleh signed a new 
financial accord but gave no fur- 
ther details. 

‘T have told all the Iraq 
officials I have met that Turkey 
meant no harm to Iraq and its 
decision to cut the flow in the 
Euphrates was for purely tech- 
nical reasons and not politically 
motivated,” Celebi told Alef 
Baa. 

Both Iraq and Syria warned 
that the cutoff of water would 
cause damage to their agriculture 


water to Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states with water 
in pipelines ' extending from 
south Turkey through Syria and 
Iraq to the Arabian pe ninsula 
One project, named “peace 
pipeline,” envisages the supply of 
600,000 cubic metres of fresh 
water daily for irrigation and 
drinking to the Guff countries' 
through a 3900-kilometre (2423- 
mile) pipeline. 

But no Gulf country has 
expressed interest yet 
Iraq has called on Turkey to 
open tripartite talks for the 
countries using the Euphrates for 
a water-sharing agreement that 
could end the dispute between 
Iraq, Syria and Turkey over the 
Euphrates. 

Iraq has suggested Feb 20 as a 
starting date for the talks in one 
of the three capitals. 

The last meeting attended by 
delegations from the three coun- 
tries was held in Damascus Dec 3 
to discuss the Turkish cutoff of 
the river flow. 

Meanwhile Turkish Premier 
YUdirim Akbulut will travel to 
Tehran Feb 27 for an official visit 
viewed as another step in mend- 
ing ties strained by the neigh- 
bours’ different approaches to 
Islam. 

. Last April the two countries 
withdrew their ambassadors 
when Turkey protested Iranian 
interference in its internal affairs. 


Israel, 

Syria 

exchange 

‘feelers’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. 

Feb 16, (Reuter): Israel and 
Syria, its bitterest Arab foe, have 
exchanged informal “feelers” in 
a step towards peace, Israeli 
sources said yesterday. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, asked by a journal- 
ist to comment on reports of 
informal talks between the two 
sides, possibly on a peace 
agreement, replied: “1 regret to 
say that it’s not true.” 

The sources, who declined to 
be identified, raid Syria was sof- 
tening mainly because its key 
backer, the Soviet Union, had 
cut arms supplies and urged 
Damascus to change its 
diplomatic posture. 

“There were feelers for a 
month or nto. There are signs of 
change in the Syrian approach,” 
one source told Reuters. 

In Damascus, Foreign Mini- 
ster Farouq Al Shara said in a 
statement: “These reports are 
baseless. There has been no 
direct or indirect talks between 
Syrian and Israeli officials on any 
leveL” 

An accord between Syria and 
Israel, who have fought in four 
Middle East conflicts, would 
remove a major source of Middle 
East tension. 

Israel captured the Golan 
Heights from Syria in the 1967 
Middle East war and annexed the 
area in 1981. Damascus says it 
must regain the strategic plateau. 

The Israeli sources said Mos- 
cow had urged Damascus to 
wake up to the changes sweeping 
Eastern Europe ana other parts 
■ of the world and abandon its goal 
of strategic parity with Israel. 

The London newspaper the 
Independent reported yesterday 
that envoys of tne two countries 
had held informal talks. 

The daily, quoting Arab and 
Western diplomats, reported the 
talks fell short of direct formal 
negotiations but had the 
approval of both Shamir and 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

Officials in Israel’s foreign and 
t defence ministries denied know- 
ing of the two meetings which the 
newspaper said had taken place 
„ in Austria over the last four moo- 

\ ths. 

t The “feelers” emerge at a time 
I when Syria faces an economic 
s - crisis, a quagmire in Lebanon, 
tensions with Iraq and cooler 
relations with its guardian Soviet 
ally. 


Aba Sharif, one of to most 
moderate figures ia to PLO raid it 
now seemed Bkely to foreign toti- 
stera of Egypt, Israel and to United 
States werad meet before to end of to 


A Palestinian woman la her fifties 
was killed m to West Bade southern 
dty ofHebroa when an Israefi car ran 
over her, as Palestiaiaas in to 
o ccnpied territories costumed their 
popalar revolt against the Israeli 
occapotkm, reports saU yesterday. 


West Germany sells 
weapons to Saudis 



Sharon waves from within his car. 


MUNICH, Feb 16, (AP): The 
West German go ver n ment has 
approved the sale of Gepard 
anti-aircraft systems to Saudi 
Arabia, and deliveries of two 
strategic submarines to Israel, a 
newspaper reported today. 

The independent Sueddeuts- 
che Zeitung said the Krauss- 
Maffei Company in Munich had 
applied for permission to deliver 
about 100 Gepard systems to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Munich-based newspaper 
said the sate was approved by the 
national security council at a 
recent meeting. 

The Gepard systems are out- 
fitted with 35-mm cannons desig- 
ned to shoot down low-flying air- 
craft- The systems are mounted 
on bodies of Leopard tanks. 


The newspaper said khe security 
council also approved a request 
by the Deutschen Werft AG 
shipbuilding company in Kiel to 
sell “two strategic submarines to 
Israel." 

The report did not give a fur- 
ther description of the sub- 
marines. 

The sale of submarines was 


Minister Hans- Dietrich Gens- 
jcfaor, the newspaper said. 

West Germany's main opposi- 
tion Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) has criticised the sates and 
charged the government is 
violating laws that ban arms 
exports to areas of conflict, such 
as the Middle East, according to 
the report 


Moscow asks 
Israel to stop 
settling Jews 
in held areas 

MOSCOW, Feb 16, (Agencies): 
The Soviet Union has called on 
Israel to stop settling immigrant 
Jews in occupied Arab territories 
and labelled Arab countries as 
conventional in thinking that the 
Soviet Union was a totalitarian 
state capable of solving all 
problems by imposing restric- 
tions. 

First Deputy Foreign Minister. 
Yuli Vorontsov was quoted by 
Soviet weekly *Moscow News’ as 
saying, “some still did not undoy 
stand that the Soviet Union is no 
longer the state they knew some 
years ago." 

Vorontsov noted that the US 
restrictions on immigrant Soviet 
- Jews were meant to divert the 
influx of Jews to the occupied 
Arab territories. 

“During the past years, we 
were accused of imposing restric- 
tions on Soviet Jews emigration 
and when we cancelled them 
Washington impose its own res- 
trictions," he said. 

Vorontsov indicated that the 
Supreme Soviet would pass the 
new travel law which enables 
thousands of Jews to reach Israel 
saying the law ensures the right 
of travel for all Soviet citizens 
without exceptions. 

He stressed that the Soviet 
Union would adhere to that law 
whether the others Hked it or not 
Jewish settlers in the Israel- 
occupied territories have 
threatened to kill any Palestin- 
ians who attacked their set- 
tlements in protest at Soviet 


immigration. 

“Ifsomeoi 


someone tries to use 




*Monarchs discuss Arab rifts Israel committed 

• ^ WYADH,ftblb.(AP):KingFahda^ tO ‘VOA Station’ 

. •- idoieddooreyesietttey «o discuss waysofendiMtonft between Iraq andSyra nrn JPiPn TFUiiiAT wm m. 
: "ri : tad to have to way for 211 urgent Arab summit, diplomatic sources reported. JERUSAim Feb 

: Tbcwiuw* speriung on condition of anonymity, said to two monarehs also JJ. (UPIkJnme Munster Ynzhak 
h Lebanon, ways of curbing Soviet Jewish entoauon to Shamir said yotoday tot be was 

- Tbetwo monarehs held a first round of talks on Wednesday with senior aides 

r 5?^ ‘TEL am«d in Saudi Arabia on Tuesday for ronsultotiom with Fahd 8™^ *nior militoy offices, 
xtot after caflmj for an emergency Arab summit to discuss Soviet Jewish emigration Shamir told Malcolm Forbes Jr. 

tohncL - . • chairman or the US board of inter 

- vft. The paWnnc Liberation Organisation has also been pressing for a summit national broadcasting, that Israc 

because to nnwpect of hundreds of thousands of So viet Jews se ttling m to wU foumits 1987 agrecnMat with th 


Call to revive Iraqi-Syrian front against Israel 


JtertaamtiB-cxrk. in November 1988. 


Shamir told Malcolm Forbes Jr, 
chairman or the US board of inter- 
national broadcasting, that Israd 
will fulfill its 1987 agreement with the 
United States to build a VOA trans- 
mitting station in southern Israd. 
Shamir's spokesman Avi paster 
said. 


■KUWAIT, Feb 16, (Agencies): Jordan's 
Parliament Speaker Sutiman Arar yesterday 
urged President Hafez Assad of Syria to take 
practical steps to revive the so-called eastern 
front faring Israd, Radio Damascus said in a 
broadcast monitored in Kuwait 

“We urge you to take actual steps to 
remove diffe r en ces and clear relations, in 
order to build a unified Arab stand capable of 
confronting the challenges facing our 
nation,'’ the radio quoted Arar as saying in a 
cable to Assad. 

Arar also called for doser co-operation 
between “Jordan. Syria and Iraq in all fields, 
particularly in the defence field." 


The “eastern front” against Israel was first 
formed after the third Arab-Israeli war is 
June 1 967, batwas frozen after the eruption of 
a political and ideological war between fellow 
Arab states Iraq and Syria. Rival brandies of 
socialist Ba’ath parties govern Baghdad and 
Damascus. ' 

As well- as Syria, the “eastern front” 
includes Iraq, Jordan and the PLO. 

“(Iraq, Syria and Jordan) should be com- 
mitted to one eastern front supported by all 
Arabs collectively,” Arar said. 

In a related development. King Hussein of 
Jordan held further discussions yesterday in 


Saudi Arabia with Saudi King Fahd, amid 
reports that the two leaders were exerting 
efforts to reconcile Iraq and Syria. 

Arab government officials said Fahd and 
Hussein, who returned home to Amman, Jor- 
dan later in the day, want to pave the way for 
, to convening of an urgent Arab summit to 
discuss various issues, including the emigra- 
tion of Soviet Jews to Israel and the continu- 
ing crisis in Lebanon between rival Christian 
factions. 

Diplomats said the release of to message 
might indicate Damascus would respond to it 

positively. 


...if someone shoots you, youcan 
shoot bade," said MosheYogeb, 
a leader of the ultra-nationalist 
Jewish settlor movement Gush 
Eraunim. This is a war.* 

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy 
Kollek urged today that Israel 


Strip in order to con- 
centrate on absorbing the’ hun- 
dreds of thousands of Soviet 
Jews expected to immigrate to 
Israel 

"The absorption in human 
and material resources needed 
for the absorption of these 
immigrants is so vast that T mam , 
tmn it is impossible to continueat 
tosametime to occupy the West 
Bank and Gaza," tike mayor said. 


i. " ■ 
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His most important mission is the spread of Islam 


By Jladranka Porter 

Arab Times staff 


Majid Al Refai 


MAJID AL REFAI, a 31 -year- 
old Kuwaiti, is in a hurry. Much 
is wrong with today's world, he 
says, and somebody has to do 
something about it 

"I warn to be part of that 
effort, I have no time for rest” he 
insists. 

A staunch follower of Islamic 
faith and a crusader at heart, 
Majid aspires to leave his mark in 
different spheres of life, the war- 
front in Af ghanistan b ankin g 
and finance and lives of 
individuals. 

With several degrees from the 
prestigeous American Purdue 
University, good understanding 
of the Western lifestyle and Eas- 
tern traditions, and boundless 
energy, Majid, has already made 
a difference. 

Under his chairmanship, the 
Lajnat Al Daawa Al Islamiah, a 
multi million charity organisa- 
tion, has saved lives of thousands 
of Afghan refugees and muja- 
hedeen. 

A chemical engineer-turned- 
banker he is a fervent promoter 
of Islamic banking which, he 
says, has dealt away with usury. 


the Western. 

But he insists that be is “fricul- 
tural” because “I understand the 
East, I understand the West, and 
I can live with both without ren- 
ouncing my beliefs.” 

However, he leaves no doubt 
as to where he truly belongs. 

"If you don't stick to Islam 
you will end up in a gutter” is his 
message to the faithful and wam- 
ing to non-believers. 

Having been bom and bred in 
the US, ('I sang in a church choir 


brought the Third World coun- 
tries down on their knees” he 


before I ever went to a mosque’), 
ly fit to 


He is about to set up an invest- 
ment company to be based in 


Luxembourg and run on Islamic 
principles. 

But perhaps his most impor- 
tant mission is to spread I slam, 
bring back those who have 
"strayed” and enlist new foll- 
owers. 

The Muslim spirit, he says, has 
eroded over the past 2.000 years, 
but is now on the mend. 

“Unlike the Europeans and 
Americans whose development 
peaked when they were far 
removed from Christianity, 
Arabs prospered when the prac- 
tice of Islam was at its peak,” he 
explains. 

Articulate and knowledgeable 
Majed delivers his convictions 
with eloquence not entirely 
unlike that of American TV 
evangelists. 

His blue eyes and strong 
American accent, inherited from 
his American mother, cannot 
distinguish his identity as Arab 
Muslim. But they do make him 
more interesting, even con- 
troversial 

Revered by some Muslims for 
his Islamic zeal. Majid is less 
popular among libera] Kuwaitis. 

What earns him respect in one 


Majid feels particularly 
explain Islam to Westerners. 

Islam, he says, is powerful and 
possessive religion, it tells you 
bow to live. 

“Ten commandments are not 
enough. They tell you thou shall 
not commit adultery, but what if 
you do?” he asks. 

Islam prescribes all of man's 
actions and spells out punish- 
ment for those who fail. 

While the Aids-infected 
homosexuals in the US are ask- 
ing themselves, is God upset with 
us, the Arab gays know exactly 
where they stand, he says. 

Islam gives a homosexual 
three days to repent, if he doesn’t 
he deserves death by being 
pushed from a high place. This is 
Islamic justice, he explains. 

“Christianity is love, but Islam 
is justice” stresses Majid. 

■ Where there is no justice, such 
as in Afghanistan, Muslims 
should bring it, he says. He 
admires the mujahedeen struggle 
as a rare example of a 20th cen- 
tury Islamic Jihad. Butinstead of 
first building mosques there the 
Lajnat Al Dawa, Al Islamiah 
embarked on transfering 
thousands of wounded fighters 
from inside the war front to their 
Pakistan border health units. 

Aspiring to nm the charity in a 
professional and efficient man- 
ner Majid also led efforts to 
provide basic services in refugee 
camps, cultivate crops, train 
paramedics and teachers and dig 
wells. Future projects include a 


says. 

To predude misuse of funds 
the Islamic banks do- not loan 
funds but instead buy equipment 
and material for projects. They 
are engaged in a continuous 
process ofbuying and selling and 
profits from such transactions 
are distributed among 
depositors. The Islamic financial 
institutions have much more 
sympathy for those facing a 
liquidity crisis. 


the line between Arab traditions 
andpractices, and Islam. 

The issue of women and their 


position in the society has been a 
jfdis 


traditional subject of dispute bet- 
ween Muslims and Westerners. 


“Women in the West are 
treated like animals. That is why 
they rebelled, they have to 
challenge the men” be says con- 
trary to the Western perceptions. 
Majid contends that in Islam 
women are given their identity. 


Describing the Western banks, 
he contends. Demands for 
increased interest payments 
from the debtors he said: “The 
man is dying and what do they 
do, they ask him to run another 
mile.” 

But banking is not the only 
area of conflict in Western and 
Islamic practices. The two 
worlds have traded accusations 
over social issues with Muslims 
blaming the Western lifestyle for 
social ills such as crime, drugs 
and divorce. 


they ar protected and respected, 
have 


“They nave the right to retain 
their name after marriage, to 
inherit property and to vote, 
although the right to vote is still 
denied in many Arab countries.” 
In fact, Majid says be holds 
women in higher esteem than 
men. “They are as smart as men, 
but more honest, kinder and not 
as dogmatic as men” he claims. 
“This is what makes them good 
converts." 


Although Majid selects effec- 
tive examples from the West to 
portray its “decadence” he 
admits that Arabs are equally 
guilty of poor conduct and barm- 
nil habits. He is anxious to draw 


But none of these qualities are 
sufficient to make woman a 
leader, says Majid. 

“Man is a leader but he is not a 
dictator, ” he stresses. 

Woman's role is clearly 
defined in Islam, her home and 
her children are her domain, he 


says. 

But he admits that a man can 


easily divorce a woman, and then 
she can lose her “domain.” But 
the Muslim divorcees are not as 
destitute as an outsider would be 
tempted to think. 

“Although everyone wants a 
virgin, divorcees, too, can find a 
match" says Majid. 

The question of polygamy is 
not a contentious issue for 
Majid. 

“It is a progressive sol uHon to 
a social problem,” he says. The 
“social problem” can be created 
by wars which leave many 
women unprotected, woman's 
inability to have children or if the 
man is oversexed, heexplains. 

Critics of polygamy, he says, 
have yet to recognise mat having 
more than one legal wife is fairer 
than being married to one and 

having several mistresses. 

As for women, they don't like 
polygamy but they tolerate it 

“I didn't force my wives to 
marry me” he says laconically. 

The law is black and white on 
all these issues for a man who 
tries to live by the Holy Quran. In 
his view that is not difficult as 
“Islam never goes against human 
nature.” 

But if Islam is perfect, man is 
fallible. 

“We are people, not gods” he 
concludes. 


KD200.000 orphanage and SI .5 
milli on high school. Twenty-five 


i respect 

group is his undoing in another. 
And statements such as “I have 
two wives and won’t stop at that 
number” do not endear him to 
some Muslim women, let alone 


ambulance cars are shortly to 
arrive in Afghanistan and plans 
are under way for the organiza- 
tion to buy, equip anrfstaft a unit 
m a proposed eye hospital. 

Far from the war front, 
another aspect of Islamic justice 
can be found in Islamic banking 
which rejects the concept of 
interest. 

Had Islamic banking princi- 
ples been followed the world 
would have been saved from the 
debt crisis, contends Majid. “The 
Western banking practices have 



Majid comforts an Afghan refugee girl at a health unit in Pakistan. 
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French Film Festival 


REVERED DIALOGUES: In 1799 and at start of stage of terreur Blanch takes tip sisterhood; In her 
uncertainties of her loyalist Blanch had to pay heavOy. To be screened today at 7:30 pm at the Chamber of 
Commerce. The film is directed by Philippine Aqostini (I960) and is starring Jeanne Moreau and Pierre- 
Brasseur auditorium. 


T 



A/Andutas 
Man on Fire 
AlHamra 
Agneepath 
Dnve-in 
Arabic film 
AlFirdous 
Agneepath . 
Fahaheel Open 
Ninja Champion 
Al Jshnt 
Moonstruck 
Granada 
Backfire 
SnkaiUkhat 
Arabic film . 
Jleeb . 
Varavelpu 
Ahmadi Drive-in 

F.E.D.S 


Fajr 

Zufar 

As 

Maghreb 

Isfaa 


5.06 am 
12.02 pm 
3.14 
538 
636 


• All entries for the What’s 
On C olum n can be sent by 
telex (22332) to EvenfaSection 
or L hand , delivered daity,J 
except Thursdays, from 12 
noon .to- -4 pm, tit the Arab 
Times Office in Shuwaikh. 
Photographs will also be con- 
sidered for publication. 
Phoned-ln entries will not be 


WHAT’S ON 





ARTS 


Seminar 

THE seminar at the DAA. 
on Arabic and European Art in 
The Light of Zodiacal Symbol- 
ism has been postponed. It will 
be given during the period Feb 
11 - March 1 1. 1990. Morning 
sessions on Sunday and Tues- 
day 1 1 .Oil - 1 2.30 am or evening 
session on Sunday and Tuesday 
6.00 - 7.30 pm. Registration 
maybe made by phoning the 
Dar Al Alhar Al Islanuyyah. 
Tel: 2430S26. 2453259. 


obby Centre 

FELTCRAFT as a medium 
»r children to make pictures, 
owers. toys clc. with felt. This 
ew craft’ course will start 
ebruary 27lh and March 4th 
jr 6 weeks for children from 8 
cars old Tel: 5618847, 
317354. 

«r Al Alhar Al talemlyyah 

14 Feb. Architecture of 
flamluk Jerusalem exhibition, 
pening 4.30 pm co-organized 
v the British Council Wed 14 
'ebruary - Wed 21 February. 
*his is a specially designed 
holographic exhibition which 
i accompanied by wall text and 
i on display for only a week. Dr 
lourgoyne' who will give a kc- 
ure in Arabic and in English is 
ulhor of the architectural 
atalogue which accompanies 
lie exhibition. 


SbahMd Day 

THE Bangladesh Associa- 
tion, Kuwait, will hold a cul- 
tural function on the occasion 
of'Shaheed Day” on Feb24,at 
6.30 pm at the Bangladesh 
embassy premises, Khafidiya. 
Mr. K. M. Shehabuddin, the 
ambassador, will be the chief 
guest. 

All Bangladeshis are invited. 
Flute recital 

PRESENTED by a group of 
4 young Austrian artists at the 
Kuwait International Hotel on 
24th February at 8.00 pm. Win- 
ners of the first prize at the 
Youth Musicians’ Festival in 
Austria, they have recorded for 
the radio and television in Italy. 
Luxembourg, Switzerland, 
USSR. Egypt and Austria. In 
the Terrace Room. Tele: 
2530000 ext 8039/8040 


Handicrafts exhibition 

UNDER the auspices of the 
Minister of Interior, Sheikh 
Salim AJ Sabah, an exhibition 
of handicrafts for young 
Kuwaiti boys and girls will be 
opening on February 24 until 
February 28 at the Kuwait 
Regency Palace. For more 
information contact Salwa Al 
Harbt on 4835398. 


Indian Cuiaina Centre 

Indian art of fancied lac ban- 
gles and designfiti henna work 
comes live at the finest Indian 
cuisine centre of Kuwait at the 
Maharaja Palace Restaurant. 

Come savour the delicacies 
whilst giving your lady a gift to 
cherish. For more information 
contact 2406150. 


Now at the MBHSporfs Centra 

Life saving course, with 
Royal Life Saving Society 
Coach. Grade 1 Examiner will 


be commencing shortly. 
Ergocycle Fitness Computer 


OK and Gat Catalogue Show 

THE Commercial Service of 
the American embassy 
announces an “Oil and Gas 
Catalogue Show" at the 
Kuwait Continental Hotel dur- 
ing Feb 19-20, 1990, between 
S.30 am and 8.30 pm. 

Catalogues of more than 200 
US companies in the Oil and 
Gas industry will be displayed. 
Interested firms are invited to 
attend. 

For further information 
lease contact. Abdulla 
ejalli. Tel: 2424151 ext 267. 
Fax: 2407368. 


British Council 
LECTURE: ACCESS COUR- 
SES FOR YOUR FIRST 
DEGREE Monday 19 
February at 6:00 pm: A special 
talk Tor students from non- 
British schools (and their 
parents) who would like to go 
to Britain for their degree after 
they have finished school. 
There will be lots of informa- 
tion about the different routes 
that overseas students can take 
to gain entrance to a British 
Degree Course. The talk will be 
followed by a question and ans- 
wer session. Everyone is wel- 
come. There is no admission 
charge but please telephone us 
to reserve your seat. TeL 253 
3204/253 3227 and ask for the 
education office. 


ACOI seven-a-sJde 

ACOI overseas is pleased to 
announce their first one day 
football tournament which will 
be held on theMarchZ, 1990,at 
the Sour Grounds. 
Forfunhermformation con- 
L. Casmiro D "Souza or Men - 
ino Leitao at the Sour 
Grounds. 


tests and courses now available 
at Messilah. 

Jazzercfse/Aerobics/Staying 

power/Yoga and Ballet exer- 
cise classes also available. 


to mark the Kuwait National 
Day. The draw will be held on 
Friday, February 23 at 10 am. 
For further details and entry 
forms please contact VSC 
members or Tel. 5331940 or 
2410461 and 4765070. 




SOCIAL 


Carnival Dinner Nile 

Carnival dinner nite by the 
Entertainers wilt be held at the 
SAS Hotel (The Tent) with 
music provided by Top Ranks 
& Perfect Strangers, on 22nd 
Feb. 1990 from 20.30 hours 
onwards. Highlights of the 
evening: Parade by K-Momo, 
Crowning of Carnival Queen. 
Ramba Samba dance competi- 
tion. Group prizes, and many 
other surprises. For further 
details please contact: The 
Organisers. Chopsticks Chin- 
ese takeaway. Tel: 5617243. 

Kuwait Walsh Society 
ST. DAVID’s Day buffet 
dance Thursday 1st March 
1990. At Messilah Beach Hotel. 
For ticket reservations & more 
information ring 3713467. 
3912384.5625316. 


Robbte In the lobby 

ROBBIE 2002 a remote con- 
trol robot over 1 2 metre tall 
will be performing in the main 
lobby of the Kuwait Inter- 
national Hotel on 23rd. 24th 
and 25th February at 2.00 pm 
and 6.00 pm. It can greet, talk, 
rotate, bow backwards and for- 
wards, tap dance and perform 
many other tricks to entertain 
children of all ages. It has made 
ova- 200 television appearan- 
ces the most successful bring 
the British TV Quiz show 3-2.1 
having over 17 million viewers 
and was seen across the world. 
Tickets on sale now. KDI.000 
per person. Tele: 2S30000 ext 
8040. 

BIte’n’ Piece* 

An interesting 8 week course 
in patchwork and quilting tech- 
niques. For details contact Tel. 
5634663. 


Hotel lleridlen Kuwait 
Envoy Thai cuisine every 
Saturday night at La Brasserie 
in addition to its daily lavish 
buffet. Thai specialities are 
prepared by the chef in front of 
guests. 

COWBOY NIGHT 
EVERY SUNDAY: Enjoy live 
country music, western decor 
and hearty ranch food — prime 
ribs, burgers, tacos and great 
desserts including mom’s apple 
pie. Visit La Brasserie for a real 
country hoed own. 

EVERY MONDAY NIGHT 
AT LA BRASSERIE: Enjoy 
Chinese cuisine in addition to 
its lavish daily buffeL Chinese 
specialities are prepared in 
front of guests. 


Singapore festival 

SAS Kuwait Hotel will 
feature Singapore festival on 
20th and 21st February at The 
Tent. The oriental extra- 
vaganza will present lion dan- 
cers. Chinese dancers, finger 
painter plus elaborate buffet of 
popular Singaporean recipes 
prepared by Singaporean 
chefs. First of its kind in 
Kuwait, the show was put up in 
co-ordination with Singapore 
Tourist Promotion Board and 
Singapore Airlines and aims to 
foster doser relations between 
the two countries. Tickets 
available at SAS hotel. For 
reservations, please call 
5657000 ext 401 or 403. 


Tlvlm Centra 

“TIVIM Centre is pleased to 
announce their 3rd Annual 9-a- 
side Inter Village Football 
Tournament whioi will be hdd 
on the Sour grounds, Kuwait 
City, beginning March 27/2Sth 
1990. For further information 
please contact organisers — 
244 1 860 Casmiro.” 


Craft Centre 

MOTHERS are your hands 
too full with your tots on week- 
ends? Here's a chance for you to 
relax and introduce than to 
creative art. For details contact 
5635740, between 9-12 noon. 


SPORTS 


Kuweit Intern ation al Hotel 
FIT FOR LIFE: Qualified 
Austrian masseur specialising 
in foot rdexology. acupressure, 
athletic and relaxation massage 
available everyday. Tenaisdra- 
ics on-going for all levels of play 
including Junior, Ladies' and 
Adult sessions with Frank 
Novak — an experienced Can- 
adian coach and tennis profes- 
sionaL Classes total 4 weeks in 
length and meet twice each 
week. Private coaching also 
available and fun tennis ses- 
sions for the family. Ladies’ 
Keep Fit Classes on Sundays, 
T uesdays and Thu rsday s . 
Lades' Sauna now offers a 50 
pa cent discount on the usual 
entrance fee. Ladies’ Day on 
Saturdays and Tuesdays from 
9.00 am to 9.00 pm. For details 
pleace call: 2530000/8050 
(Recreation). 


CWWree’s variety show 
RANGDHANU, a chil- 
dren's variety show which 
includes a play, will be staged 
on March 1, Thursday at the 
Theatre Hall of Kuwait 
University Law Faculty, 
Shuwaikh campus, at 6.30 pm. 
For cards contact 4840759, 
4312730. 4312280, 4733106 or 
3729425. 


11 Annual one act Play Com- 
petition 

INDIAN Arts Circle 
announces the II Annual One 
Play Competition to be held in 
May 1990. The compctition-is 
open to Plays in any Indian 
language including English. 
Awards shall include Best Play 
(1st, 2nd St 3rd). Best Director, 
Best Actor & Actress, Best 
Child Actor, Best Stage Setting 
and Best Acting Performance 
from each team. Registration 
form with rules & regulations 
are available from Indian Arts 
Circle office al Funaitees. Last 
date of submitting registration 
form with required details is 
28th February, 1990. 

Please contact IAC office 
(Tel. 3904817) for further 
details. All Indian associations 
engaged in theatrical activities 
are requested to join. 


Apollo Ftotess Centra at 
Holiday Inn Kuwait 

Julie Doit wants you ... to 
check out the new look at 
Holiday Inn and make 1990 the 
year for a happier, healthier 
you. Squash and tennis courts 
with professional coaches 
available. Separate gym 
facilities for men and women, 
including steam, sauna and 
jacuzzi. Burs off those extra 
pounds in Julie’s exercise clas- 
ses or swim y oar way to fitness 
in our heated pools. Why not 
try out our 4-lanes bowling 
alley or simply relax in the 
lounge with friends. You have 
tried the rest, sow sample the 
best Call in now for Further 
detaiis on membership, 
activities and events ... There is 
something for everyone. So, 
whatever your sport, call now 
on 4742000 ext 6700 or ext 
6788 for the recreation man- 


Seven a side tourney 

ACOI Overseas is pleased to 
announce their first one day 
tournament which wifi be held 
on the 2nd of March 1990, at 
the Al Sour Grounds. For fur- 
ther information contact: Cas- 
miro D ’Souza or Albert Leitao. 


ager. 

y i.itdo football 

VARCA Sporting Centre 
will organise its 7th annual one 
day 7 -a-side football festival on 
February 25 at Sour Grounds 


NIGHT CHEMIST) 


Kuwait 

Salem Pharmacy 

Fahd Al Salem St~ 
AlRashced Pharmacy 
Ahmad AIJaberSL 
Hawaii! end Nugi j 
AlQatlnn Pharmacy 
OthmanSL 
Safaniya 

Al Samah Pharmacy 
Salem Al Mubarak St 

Fahaheei 

Eiman Pharmacy 

MakkahSt 

Fhmmlya 

AlTaawon Pharmacy 

Main St 

Jahra 

Nour Pharmacy 
MatafiSt 



Interpol: behind the myth 


As borders between countries become more relaxed and communica- 
tions become easier the opportuni ties for in tcmational criminals mul ti - 
ply. Fighting this growing threat is. Interpol, a body; shrouded in_, 
secrecy. Since its’ inception m 1923 almost 1 50 countries have joined the 
organisation and developed a network for pofiqc co-operation world- 
wide. In two thirty-minute programmes Mike Bullen goes behind the 
scenes at Interpol and gets a unique insight info its operations. ' - 
Snnday, February 18 at 19:15 and Monday, February 19 at 1030 sad 
1630. 


Health feature/phone in 


Health Feature: Saturday, February 17 at 14:15 and Sunday .February j 

18 at 17:01. . _ • 


Health phone-in: Sunday, February 18~ at 16:15 and:Monday, 
February 19 at 0930 and 13:0 L 


Stories by Katherine Mansfield 


Joanna David reads Feuille d’ Album by the New Ze al and writer. 
Katberiner Mansfield. Set in Paris it is the story of a young English 
artist who is shy and rather lonely and captivated by a young girl who 
lives across thp street from his studio. Bui how does nejget to know bet?- 
Friday, February 23 at 14:15 


Jazz score 


Ronnie Scott, Acker Bfik.Digby Fairweather and Dick Charieswordi . 


. answer... . _. T . . , v 

from the Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone 
, Sunday, February 18 at 0fc30 
Monday, 


ectofj 

by Peter Clayton. ; 

*-1. ? J 


Recommended frequencies are: 


17.64/17.01 ra 
15.07/ 19.91 m 
11.76/2531 m 



KTV1 


1235 The World Today via 
Satellite 

12.50 Holy Quran and 
Gosedown • - 


MORNING PERIOD 

9.30 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

9.40 Sabah Al Kher News 
9.50 Cartoon serial 
10.15 Magazine D’ActuaJite 
(repetition) 

1030 Sabah Al Kher News 
10.40 Shuaa Min al Madhi: 
Arabic serial (pari 6) 

11.25 Sabah Al Kher News 

11.30 Wadaan Zaman Al 
Sami; Weekly Arabic 
serial (part 7) 

12.25 News Summary 

12.30 Sabah Al Kher Final 
12.35 Holy Quran and 

Gosedown 


KTV2 


6.00 Opening Announce- 
ment & Holy Quran 
6.10 The Adventures of 
Raggedy and Andy: A 
cartoon series for chil- 
dren 


6.30 Orphans of the wild 


EVENING PERIOD 

4.00 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

4.15 The World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

4.45 Saham AJ Fadha: Car- 
toon serial 

5.15 The Young Artist: 
Local Children 
Programme, prepared 
and presented by 
Mohammed Al 
Sheikh 

5.45 Night Chemists, 
Airlines and official 
advertisements 

6.00 WaQala Hakeem: His- 
torical serial (part 8) 

7.00 Varieties 

7.15 Noor Al Islam: 
Religious programme, 
prepared and presen- 
ted by Ahmad Abdul 
Qader. 

7.45 Cultural programme 

8.00 Security and citizens: 
Local programme 

8.30 Good Evening and 
local news 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 Daerat Al Ahdath: 
Local programme, 
prepared and presen- 
ted by Kamel Abdul 
Jaleel. 

10.15 Ahlam Sagheera: 
Local serial (part 8) 

11.00 Thaib Al Nashma: 
Beduin serial, starring 
G hane m Al Saleh, Ah 
Al Mufeedi, Roohi Al 
Safadi and Mahmoud 
AbuGhareeb. 

12.30 News Summary 


urpi 

“Elephants” A look at 
elephants body struc- 
ture, their lust for 
fife... A look at opera- 
tions for rescuing 
animals. 

7.00 The Ultimate Ma-. 
dune: A look at the 
human mind. ..its 
effect on body dyn- 
amics and concentra- 
tion. 

7.30 The Hogan Family 
“You bet your life” 
David loses bet on a 
‘ football match where 
he gets involved with 
the broker. 

8.00 News in English 


8.30 Quantum Leap “Disco 
Inferno” “Al” the inv- 
isible man notices that 

“Chris” who is fond of 
' music is about to lace 
certain difficulties 


Sam appears like 
Chris* eldest brother 


so he may convince 
' him to change his 

course of life. 

930 The Nuclear Weapons 
Eps. 3. The negotia- 
tions between the two 
great powers to con- 
trol and reduce 
nuclear weapons start- 
ingfrom Salt I and Salt 
H agreements. 

10.30 Movie “TbcBIueLi^ 
Going” Starring: Jo! 
Elliot, Rebecca Ceil- 
ing. A diamond mer- 
chant sends an adven- 
turer to Australia to 
get a precious 
diamond from a miner 
who plans to hide the 
diamond away .. . 

12.00 News in Brief 

12:30 Magazine D’Actualite 
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BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Vienna 
bourse 
hits new 


Aid requests under study 
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VIENNA, Feb 16, (Reuter): 
Austria’s stock market surged to 
a record high today as a firing 
ride or foreign investors seized on 
newburiness potential in Eastern 
Europe. 

“They are buying up their 
virion of Europe and are going to 
bang onto it for a few years to 


East Europe seeks Western cash 


BRUSSELS. Feb 16. (Reuter): East 
European states seeking Western cash 
to help them ditch communism, submit- 
ted shopping lists of their needs to the 
world's richest countries today . 

Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Cze- 
choslovakia, Romania and East Ger- 
many put in bids to join Poland and 
Hungary in an aid and support 


programme from 24 leading industrial- 
ised democracies, including the 
European Economic Community, the 
United States and Japan. 

Their submissions, ranging from 
Romania's single sheet to a 40-page 
dossier from East Germany, were con- 
sidered by a meeting of senior officials 
of the 24. 


The requests included billion dollar 
loans for Yugoslavia, help with nuqlear 
safety for Chechoslovakia and equip- 
ment to make antibiotics, carpets and 
-shoes for East Germany . 

An EEC spokesman said the meeting 
would assess the countries’ progress in 
reforms, take soundings of their needs 
and discuss political conditions to be 


attached to aid. But it would not make 
any decision on granting aid. 

Ministers will have to endorse any 
extension of the existing programme, 

to do^fo/rountries^hat sljow com- 
mitment to reform, pledge free elec- 
tions and switch to market-oriented 
economies. 


The ministers are not scheduled to 
meet again until June, but the spokes- 
man hinted some action to support the 
newcomers might be possible before 
then. Emergency food and medical 
needs are being treated separately. 

_ East Germany's memorandum iden- 
tified what it saw as all the weakness in 
its economy, and its call for help with 


restructuring is aimed almost 
exclusively at the 12-nation European 
Economic Community, rather than the 
rest of the Group of 24. 

Most officials and diplomats in Brus- 
sels expect rapid moves to German 
unification alter East Germany's 
March 1 8 elections. This will effectively 
mean it gets absorbed into the EEC. 


Non-Opec crude output drops 


bang onto it for a few years- to 
come," said Fritz Schwriger, 
analysts at Austria's second lar- 
gest bajri: Girozentrale. 

Foreign investors believe that 
many Austrian firms will be able 
to tap fresh opportunities in 
£ post-communist Eastern 
Europe. Construction firms and 
. breweries have been particularly 
in demand. - 

And the first Hungarian share 
to be' listed on a Western 
exchange is due to join Vienna 
this year, that ofHungary's Ibusz 
Travel Agency. 

The Vienna bourse index jum- 
ped 21.18 points today to an all- 
time closing high of 687.78, a 
gain of more than 120 points 
since the start of the year. Daily 
turnover peaked at 1.7S billion 
schillings (SI47 million) on 
February 5. 

Analysts say shares will proba- 
bly continue to strengthen, 
underpinned by foreign d nn a nd 

“1 expect there to be an 

increase of up to 25 per cent this 
* year from present levels," said 
"Michael Lielacher of Austria's 
Die Erste Bank. 

Schwriger said foreign inves- 
tors accounted for around 80 per 
cent of current business. 

Five foreign investment funds 
have already begun to pour what 
is expected to total around 4.6 
billion schillings ($386 million) 
into the Vienna Stock Exchange. 
The largest, run by Japanese 
broking giant Nomura, is expec- 
ted to invest 2. 1 billion schillings 
($176 million). 


Gulf service 
upgraded 

POLISH Ocean Lines (POL), 
Poland’s; national carrier, has 
upgraded its Baltic — North Conti- 
nent service to the Arabian Gulf. 

It has changed the routing of. its 
twice-monthly services in a bid to 
increase the load availability for 
tip North Continent customers. 

The move was announced by 
POL's regional manager, Mr 
Tadeusz Kotarsiri during a visit to 
Dubai 

It means that one of the scheduled 
sendees will load only in Poland and 
Sweden before calling in the Gulf., 
while the second will load only at 
North Continent ports before sauing 
for the Gulf. 

Previously both services loaded in 
Poland and m North Continent ports 
which restricted the space available 
forcar?o coming from the continent. 

“Because of the new sialing 
schedule we expect to capture an 
increased share of the local and 
European market," said Captain 
Lars Safverstrom. 


Oapec get 
new chief 

' ■ KUWAIT, Feb 16, (Reuter): 
The Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
“* (OAPEC) said yesterday it had 
A appointed Abdul-Aziz A1 Turki 
as its new secretary general. 

A statement, by the 10-nation 
organisation said Turki, under- 
secretary general at Saudi 
Arabia's Oil Ministry, would 
lake up the post on march 1, 
replacing the current acting 
secretary general, Abdel Aziz A1 
W&ttari. 

OAPEC was formed in 1968 to 
promote Arab energy projects. 


Turkey to hike 
airfares 

ANKARA, Feb 16. (Reuter): 
Turkey’s stale-run airline Thy 
will raise domestic fares by up to 
^25 per cent from March 1 . a Thy 


Nippon to buy more 
oil from S. Arabia 


TOKYO, Feb 16, (Agencies): 
Japan’s Nippon Oil Company is 
planning to double its imports 
from Saudi Arabia to -160,000 
bpd, according to the company’s 
chairman, Yasuoki Takeochi. 

Takeudhi told reporters that 
the company, which currently 
imports 650,000 bpd of crude oil, 
would buy all 80,000. bpd 
through Cahex Petroleum Cor- 
poration. a joint venture between 
Chevron and Texaco. 

He added that Nippon wanted 
all of the 80,000 bpd increase to 
be Arab Bern extra light crude 
and also wanted to reduce its 
imports from producing coun- 
tries with limited export 
capacities. 

He said the advantage of 
importing Saudi crude through 
oil majors lay in receiving more 
super light crude than through a 
direct deal contract, adding that 
“majors are better equipped than 
us to process heavy types of‘ 
crude.” 

Quoted by the Reuters news 
agency, he said. Nippon Oil had 
already decided to boost Saudi 
crude imports before Saudi 
Arabian Minister of Petroleum 
and Mineral Resources Hisham 
M. Nazer asked the company 
and other Japanese refiners to do 




Hisham M. Nazer 


produced outside the Opec 
organisation fell last year by 
about 790,000 bands per day, 
mainly due to lower Soviet and 
US output, a Reuter survey 
showed. 

. “The prospect for non-Opec 
production continues to-be” 


so whenhq visj tedl Jokyo rpce^-, moderately gloomy,” former US 
^ tly. . . • * \‘ “ ' “ Secretary of Energy' James' 7 '’ 

' He disclosed that Nazer had Scblesinger said in an interview* - 
asked Nippon to sign a direct The Reuter survey is based on • 
deal contract, rather than buy information from oil companies, 

through third parties, saying it industry analysts and official 
would be better for the company sources outside of the Organisa- 
in terms of supply security. tion of Petroleum Exporting 

Meanwhile the amount of oil Countries. 


Non-Opec output fell about 
790,000 bands per day last year 
to an average of 33.38 million 
barrels daily, the survey showed. 

Waning US and Soviet 
production accounted for most 
of the drop and analysts predict 
thefrontpto wiHfldratitiier.' * ' 

to 7.64mHIion bands, according 
to the Energy Information 
Administration. 

The 1989 average was the 
lowest since 1964, when output 
fell to 7.61 million barrels per 
day. 


Occidental selects successor to Hammer 


LOS ANGELES, Feb 16, (Reuter): Occidental 
Petroleum Corp. is an apparent effort to keep its 
stock price at an even keel, has designated an official 
successor to 91-year-old chairman Armand Ham- 
mer, who has headed the oil company for 33 years. 

The Los Angeles-based company said that “in 
case he (Hammer) ceases to.occupy the position" he 
has held since 1957, Occidental president Ray Irani 
will be elected to succeed Hammer as chairman and 
chief executive office. 

Hammer remains in good health and will con- 
tinue serving in his posts indefinitely. He asked the 
board of directors to designate Irani as his hrirfor an 
orderly management succession, the company said 
yesterday. 

Hammer attributed the company's recent growth 


to Irani, who has been Occidental's president and 
chief operating officer since September 1984. 

But it was under Hammer that Occidental became 
one of the top 10 US oil companies, with widespread 
interests in Europe, Canada, the Soviet Union, the 
\Uddle East and Latin America. 

Rumours have swirled through Wall Street for 
years that when Hammer, the seemingly indefatiga- 
ble industrialist, retires or dies, the company would 
bebroken up or sold. In turn. Occidental's stock has 
gyrated on reports and rumours of Hammer's 
health- 

industry analysts applauded Occidental's latest 
move and said they doubted Irani would make any 
strategic changes when he takes over because he 
shares Hammer's views. 


US oil output is falling because 
of environmental obstacles to 
new exploration and the high 
cost or extracting the oil that 

remains in knrt wn fi elds. 

Soviet output is ebbing due to 
political unrest and sharp cuts in 
government investment in the 
energy industry. 

In 1989, world oil consump- 
tion averaged about 65.3 million 
barrels each day. ' 

Opec producers supplied an 
average 21 .77 million barrels pea- 
day last year. The biggest non- 
Opec producers include the 
United States, Soviet Union, 
Britain, Mexico and China. 

Vahan Zanoyan, analyst at 
Petroleum Finance Co., said 
lower non-Opec output means j 
Opec no longer needs outside co- 
operation to curb output and 
maintain prices. 

“The key thing is that Opec 
and non-Opec producers don't 
need each other anymore," Zan- 
oyansaid. 

The wealthy economies in the 
world are growing, so it’s possi- 
ble to predict that demand for oil 
will increase in the coming years, 
the general secretary of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries said yester- 

■ day. - • - 

. Subroto, an. Indonesian : 
. official, is attending in Quito a 
conference of the energy mini- 
sters from the Andean pact 
nations — Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela. 
Ecuador and Venezuela are the 
only Latin American members of 
Opec. 


Dollar 
fails to 
sustain 
rally 


Tunisia 
signs oil 
and gas 
contracts 

TUNIS, Feb 16, (Ageactes):Tiin- 
ista has signed contracts to bey 
300,000 tones of Libyan gasoil 
and kerosene and 100,000 tonnes 
of Algerian Bqmfied gas this year. 
Economy Minister Moncef 
Belaid Bald yesterday. 

Tmesis has also renewed for 
three yens a contract for 400 
million cubic metres of Algerian 
natural gas a year, be told the 
rinsing season of a of 

North Afr i c an en e rgy ministers. 

Belaid gave no prices bat Tun- 
isian officials said they worid be in 
tine with those on the international 
market 


Despite cash shortage 


Privatisation drive to continue 


TUNIS, Feb 16, (Reuter): A cash shortage in Tun- 
isia is holding up government plans to sell off state- 
owned companies but the privatisation drive anil 
continue, the civil servant in charge said yesterday. 

Mohamed Jebali, director-general of Public 
Enterprises, told Reuters in an interview that over 
the past two years the state and state-controlled 
baius had sold off some 40 companies for a total of 
about $100 million. 

“That’s a fairly fast rate ... I expect this year will be 
about the same.” 

He said the main obstacles were that the T unisian 
money market was not large enough to absorb 
major firms and investors were cautious about buy- 
companies which had a chequered history. 


offered the 5.5 million dinars (96 million) they were 

asking . 

*Tl showed that the Tunisian market is not capa- 
ble of absorbing operations of that size,” Jebali said . 

Many of the privatised companies have a record 
of losses and the state has had to wipe out their debts 
before selling them. -» 

“As a result potential investors were afraid it 
would be difficult to regenerate their potential. They 
were especially worried about the overstaffing 
problem," he said. 

The sale ofthe 40 companies had cost 760 jobs but 
the state had cushioned the impact by providing 
generous redundancy benefits, Jebali added. 

The workers at one of the companies lined up for 


I PTli l • Tw iTTriT FI r j . 


oft the country's largest 
Sodete Tunisienne de Ver 


st bottle manufacturer, 
eneiies, because no one 






have been staging strikes and sit-ins at their factory 
in the suburbs of Tunis for more than a month. 


LONDON, Feb 16, (Reuter): The 
dollar failed to sustain a rally parked 
by favourable US trade data and fell 
back to end slightly lower in Europe 
today. 

West German stocks rose on 
strong foreign demand as progres s 
towards monetary union with East 
Germany appeared to falter and 
push into the background worries 
about higher interest rates. 

The dollar jumped nearly one 
pfennig against the West German 
mark after news that the US trade 
deficit narrowed in December by a 
bigger margin that economists had 
predicted. 

The gap shrank to $7.2 billion 
from a revised S10.3 billion in 
November. The market had been 
expecting a shortfall of $9.8 billion. 

But after the initial leap, the dollar 
quickly ran into a barrage of selling. 

“People are happy to sell dollars 
into a rally and take profits,” said 
Franco ise Soares-Kemp at credit 
Suisse Bank's New York office. 

Gold dose firmer in London at 
417.75 dollars an ounce after $41 5.25 
on Thursday. 


East Germans rush to protect savings 


in principle proposals to fink toe 
el ec tric i t y grids of toe five cooa- 
tries in the Arab Magfareb Union, 
extended a network of natural gas 
pipelines and encouraged regional 
trade in petroleum products. 

Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, 
Morocco and Tunisia set up the 
Arab Maghreb Union last 
February as toe first step towards 
a North African common market 
similar to toe European Economic 
Community. 

A s tatem e nt said the omnstas 
toew np plans for a North African 
free market in energy products 
with a timetable to be agreed at 
their next meeting in September. j 

Their proposals wQl be submit- 
ted to Maghreb economy aid fin- 
ance ministers, who wQl then 
report to tiie next sosn-,. , 

mit, exp ec te d tor take place m 
Algiers in July. ___ 

The other ntimsten who atten- 
ded were Algerian Mines Minister 
Sadek Botwmna, Libyan Scien- 
tific Research Secretary Nuri AI 
Faytooi AI Madam, Mavitaa- 
ian Water and Energy Minister 
Sotnnare Omar and Moroccan 
Energy and Mines -Minister 
Mohaaed Fetish. 

Meanwhile, oil prices smged in 
New York yesterday on reports 
that an earthquake in the Alaskan 
region had a ffecte d operations of 
the mam pipeline c a rr y ing over a 
quarter of the nation’s erode. 

On the New York Mercantile 
Exchange (Nymex), West Texas 
Intermediate (WIT), the 
Americaa Benchmark erode, 
ended, the day 77 cents higher at 
$22£4a barrel for March delivery 
while the April contract gained 48 
cents to $22.43. 

On the US Grif Coast spot 
market, where ofl is bought and 
sold for cash, WTI was op 70 cents 
to finish at $22^0. 

It was later reported that an 
earth tremonr me asuri ng 45 on 
toe Richter scale and hit toe area 
35 km from Valdez but the 
i spefin e, which carries ar onnd two 
million bpd of erode, was not 
damaged and supplies remained 
unaffected. 

Analysts said that the evacua- 
tion of an ofl storage terminal near 
the epicentre of the eruption had 
sparked off the fears. 

Nymex beating oil was quoted 
at 5K65 cents a gallon, an increase 
of 1.01 cents, while unleaded 
gasoline was up 0.75 cent to 60.64 
Mari 

Meanwhile, in European trad- 
ing Britain’s North Sea Kent 
efimbed 40 cents to $20.15 while 
toe United Arab Emirates’ Dubai 
light, the main Opec Middle East 
erode, gained 19 cents to epd trad- 
ing at S1639. 


Oil prices surge 


BP profits jump 

LONDON.Feb 16, (Renter): 03 moit&utioaal British Petrafcanmotm- 
ced NCOld 1 989 profits yesterday thanks to teghc* oQ prices *ad a. stranger 
dollar. 

BP said historical eost net profits — nhScbvalaeoS stocks M tie basis of 
what they cost to itcqrire— raw to £1.74 hiffioa (STM tflfloa) from £1-21 
hOlloo (SZ.04 hOfioa) ia 1988. 

The hfetmfcal cost profit figne was boosted by profits from ofl stocks of 
£383 BnlMoe (S647 nrilBon) aad by toe sale of gone BP rahrafiirie*. 

BP*s profits were in fine with stock market forecasts, bat analysts said 
toe co m pan y b c iw i fltrri bom a lower than expected tax bO ia the final 
quarter of toe year. ' 

World ofl prices last year roae on buoyant de man d a n d a Pallia pro du c t io n 
by countries outside toe Oigaasstom of Fetrolema Exporting Commies, 
akboogh fids was affect by output increases by members of Opec, BP said. 

In toe abort term, volatile ofl prices woald depend o* whether Opec can 
boUdowBOOprodactkm. 

“la toe loager term, there are sigas that denaad coaid grow faster toaa 
sappty, leading to a general increase in prices, 1 ' the company **M. I 

On a replacement cost bash — nsiag toe entreat market price of ofl to 
valae its stocks — BP’S set income fefl to £136 bflfioa (S2J0 baton) last 
year front £1.44 biffimi ($IA3 baton) in 1988. 

The annual dividend to shareholders rose to 14J pence (252 ccras) per 
share from 13^ peace (22JS cents). 

BP said Hs ofl exploration and production activities did wefl Croat higher 
ofl prices, the sale of snbsifiary companies early ia 1989 and the strength of 
toe US dollar, the ca t re a cy In which ofl is traded. 

Exploration and prodnetioa profits rose to £1.57 billion (S2A5 bflfioa) 

last year bom £1 38 bflfioa ($2J3bDlwn). 

Ofl refining and marketing profits fefl back to £732 m3Boa ($124 
Wffioo) bom £769 mOlum (S138 WUoa) in 1988. 

BP*s chemical dhririoa posted record results, with profits rising to £540 
Hriffion (S913 mffion) bom £514 ndflion ($869 nriffioo). 

The company said It expected to earn abut £1.4 bflfioa (S2J7 bflfioa) 
boas the sale of parts of the group this year. 

In another dev e l opmen t Egypt decided yesterday to re dac e by 90 cents a 
band toe prices of all blends ofits export erode ofl tn toe second half of 
February, the second refaction this month. 

The slash, effective today, represents a decrease of almost 10 per cent 
dace Feb 1 in the price of the top-grade Golf of Suez Head. Ofl Ministry 
sources a ttrBm t i d toe sBde to overptodnetipa by some Opec shares that hra 
caased a world market gbit. 

HanuadAyoob, director of toe ministry's foreign sales, announced the 
new cat after a meeting of the counnittne that reviews prices every IS days. 
Pill ci win rnilijfimi ihdlai mum tin lw>anl In tlx fiiilliilf ofrilwimj 
Ayoob said the new prices are $17 j 60 a barrel for GaRofSuez; $16.75 a 
band for Bdayfan; $15^0 a band for Ra&Batirre; and $1530 a barrel for 
RasGhareb. 

He refused to dmcnas reasons for the red uc tion. 

Bnt sources dose to the pricing committee said it was dne to a world 
market satplas, which readtedfoma awprodactioo by some members of 
toe Orga nivatin nof Pc t io i rain Exportfog Coa M Uje a -Thesoarccste fa Bed 
mvmfcie-toekBegedofltaders: - 

The organisation decided last November to raise the overall production 
ceifing of its 13 member shares by l^mflfion bands per day to 22 mflfioa 
bands for toe first half of 1990. 

In a Cairo newspaper interview toe following month, Egyptian Ofl 
Minister Abdd-Hady Kandfl said he did not expect Opec members to 
hoaom- then- quotas under the new agreement, jsot as they kad reneged on 
previous coonmtments. 

Kandfl critidaed Opec for asking non member commies to rnmmif 
themselves to agreemrats that the organisation's own me mb e r s violated. 

Egypt prodaces about 900,Gtt?buTCbof cndTofl dafly, exporting 
almost half. Kandfl said this volume is bring maintained. 


Sweden told to tighten belt 


Austerity measures proposed 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Feb 16, (AP): Sweden plunged into a 
political crisis yesterday, unable to resolve economic problems created 
by its own prosperity: too many unfilled jobs and people with too much 
money to spend. 

When the government ordered affluent Sweden to tighten its belt, it 
ignited an -uproar from workers and economists, and united the 
splintered political opposition. 

Last week, the ruling social democrats proposed an emergency two- 
year austerity programme, including a freeze on wages, prices, rents, 
local taxes and corporate dividends. 

In the face of an unexpected public fury, they withdrew a proposed 
prohibition on strikes, replacing it with mandatory arbitration. 

Prime Minister Ingvar Carisson said he would not stay in office in the 
package failed to win parliament's proposal 

Critics charged that while Eastern Europe was proclaiming the 
futility of regulation and central control, Sweden was defying the flow 
ofhistory. 

The plan also raised questions about the future of the Swedish model, 
a system of social welfare and centralised negotiations created in the 
1930s. The system is credited with giving Sweden 50 years of labour 
tranquillity and- helping to turn an impoverished agricultural nation 
into an industrial powerhouse. 

While cradle-to-grave welfare is not threatened, the social contract is 
being torn asunder, the critics say. 

The government was spurred to action by a convulsion of labour 
disputes, including the closure of the nation's banks, now in its thud 
week. The bank closure has dried up retail shopping and threatened to 
throw industry into chaos. 


Jobless rate dips 


Stubborn inflation refuses to fall 


official said. 

The price of a single ticket bet- 
ween Istanbul and Ankara rises 
to 150,000 lira ($63) from 
1 20,000 lira ($50), 
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EAST BERLIN, Feb 1 6, (Reuter): Go into 
any East German savings bank and you 
will see the proud sign: “Savings bring 
social benefits and fulfil your desires." 

But few East Germans believe that now 
that their flimsy currency, propping an 
economy battered by 4Q years of mon- 
olithic communist control, is set to be 
scrapped in favour of the almighty West 
German mark. 

“Our currency is only good for wall- 
paper," aid one 23-year-old East Berliner. 

Fearing that savings will be wiped out at 
a stroke, many of them are rushing to the 
bank before it is too late. 

Some have snapped up scarce consumer 
goods, others are paying off debts. Most 
are spreading their assets as thinly as possi- 
ble in the hope that at least pan of each 
account will be protected from devalua- 
tion. 

“Grannies, grandpas, kiddies, cousins 
and nephews are all opening second and 


third account and fast,” an East Berlin 
banking spokesman said. 

As a result two-hour queues outside 
banks have become the norm in East 
Berlin. “It's unbelievable,” said a startled 
Reiahild Zagrodnik, the city’s deputy 
mayor. 

With Bonn pushing hard for swift 
currency union as a fust step to unifica- 
tion. the two Germanys have set up a 
commission to negotiate an exchange rate 
at which to convert East marks. 

The powerful West mark will supplant 
its East German equivalent, which has 
nominal parity at the moment but trades 
on the black market at 10 to one. 

There are billions of East marks in sav- 
ings accounts for the simple reason that 
there are so few goods to buy with them in 
East Germany at present. 

West German economists, balancing 
pressures on domestic money supply with 
the growth potential of East Germany, feel 


the soundest rate would be around three 
East marks to one WesL 

That would scrub two thirds off the 
value of East German account holdings, 
some 160 billion marls ($95 billion) in all 
Economies Minister Christa Luft has 
demanded, a special lower rate for savings, 
preferably one-to-one. 

But ordinary people are not willing to 
gamble that her lobbying will succeed. 
Speculation is rife that only part of each 
savings account will be converted at 
parity. 

“Savings must be where the crunch 
comes — so I've spread mine around," said 
a young East Berliner. 

Anxious savers are depositing up to 
5,000 marks ($3,000) in new accounts, 
according to State Bank spkesman Bernd 
Schroeter. “I'm worried that the, more 
currency union gets talked about, the more 
insecure people get," be said. 

Union is not merely being talked about. 


it dominated East German Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow's meeting with West Ger- 
man. Chancellor Helmut Kohl in Bonn this 
week. It is also likely to be a major cam- 
paign issue in East Germany’s first fret 
elections due on March 18. 

Despite some fears in Bonn that the East 
German economy is on the veige of 
collapse, there has been no loss of con- 
fidence in the banking system as such. 

People have not withdrawn large sums, 
merely redistributed them. Even if they 
wanted to spend, however, there are 
precious few consumer goods to buy. 

Household appliances, electrical goods, 
even bicycles — all appear rarely in East 
German shops* 

Gars are a bad option too, since they 
take around 15 years to be delivered. 

And with the prospect of Western vehi- 
cles being manufactured and sold in East 
Germany soon, nobody wants to invest in 
a locally-made two-stroke trabant. 


LONDON. Feb 16, (Reuter): 
Britain's inflation. Prime Mini- 
ster Margaret Thatcher’s main 
economic enemy, was unchan- 
ged in January at an annual rate 
of 7.7 per cent for the third con- 
secutive month. 

Financial markets had been 
expecting a lower figure after 
econo trusts predicted the pace of 
rises on the retail price index, 
Britain’s main measure of infla- 
tion, Would fall to 7.5 per cent 

Thatcher’s Conservative 
government has tried to fight 
inflation by doubling base 
interest rates to 1 5 per cent in less 
than two years to dampen con- 
sumer pending. 

But inflation is proving dif- 
ficult to choke off and has come 
down little from the 83 per cent 
peak in May and June last year. 

The latest figures, coming as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
John Major prepares his 1 990/9 1 
budget due out in March, will 
strengthen government 


arguments that high interest 
rates, although unpopular, must 
stay. 

An announcement this week 
by one of Britain's leading home 
loan societies that it was raising 
its lending rate by 0.9 per cent to 
15.4 per cent is expected to be 
followed by the other mortgage 
lenders. 

Experts say higher mortgage * 
rates could teg an extra 0.4 per 
cent onto the retail price index. 

Meanwhile Britain’s unem- 
ployment rate fell to 5.7 per cent 
m January, its lowest level in 
more than nine years, the govern- 
ment said today. 

The seasonally adjusted rate 
compared with 5.8 per cent in 
December of 16,400 in the 
previous month and 49,600 last 
year, it said. 

The number of jobless fell by 
23300 in January compared with 
declines ofl7,400 in the previous 
month and 49,000 last year, it 
said. 










Investment firm to lay off thousands 


Drexel winds down some operations 


ADEN, South Yemen, Feb 16, I ^ 
(AP): The government has | E 
ordered big wage increases' after c 
more than a month of strikes that 3 

would have been banned before I r 
South Y emen brought in its own t 

“perestroika.'* a 

A late-night radio announ- * 
cement Thursday said the 
increases would range from 18 
dinars ($52) a mouth for the I 1 
lowest wages to 6 dinars (SI 8) a I 
month for the highest j 

The announcement came after 
a meeting of the central commit- 1 1 
tee of the ruling Yemeni Socialist 
Party led by secretary-general 
Ali Salem AJ Beidh. 1 

The minimum wage for man- 
ual and white-collar workers in . I 
the country, mainly concen- I 
trated in Aden, the capital and 
Red Sea Port, is 60 dinars (SI 76) 
a month. 

For the lowest category, the 
increase is 30 per cent Higher 
wages are around ISO dinars 
($440) a month. 

The strikes began in early Jan- 
uary at a research centre of the I 
Ministry of Education and I 
spread to several government 
offices as well as the Aden refin- 
ery, the major printing house and 
the country's main textile mill. 

The vital port facility contin- 
ued to operate normally, 
however. 

The workers would show up at I 
their offices or plants but do no I 
work except in emergencies, 
returning to their homes at clos- 1 
mg time. 

Party officials introduced 
special squads to maintain 
operations and avert a total 
breakdown of operations at the 
sites where strikes occurred. 

It was not possible to gauge the 
impact ofthe wage hikes as today 
is the weekly Muslim holiday. | 
but life was expected to return to 
normal at the start of the work 
week tomorrow. 

Until recently strikes were for- 
bidden but the leadership has 
been emulating Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's peres- 
troika in recent months, 
esoeciallvintheeconomicsector. 

South Yemen became the 
Arab world's only Marxist-ruled 
country shortly after it gained 
independence from Britain in 
1967. 

The only public demonstra- 
tions by workers that people 
remember in Aden was in the 
early 19 70s when they took to the 
streets to clamour for wage cuts 
to help the government face 
economic duress. 

At that time, minimum wages 
were in the vicinity of 100 dinars 
($294) a month. 

South Yemen is moving 
toward unity with the pro- Wes- 
tern North Yemen and residents 
began complaining of a rising 
cost of living when border res- 
trictions were eased between the 
two countries in recent months. 


NEW YORK, Feb 16, (UPI): 
Drexel Burnham Lambert 
Group Inc. wound down affairs 
at many of its subsidiaries Wed- 
nesday and put its most negotia- 
ble securities holdings on the 
auction block in die aftermath of 
filing for bankruptcy protection. 

The Wall Street investment 
firm was expected to lay off at 
least 3,500 of its 5,300 employees 
today in the financial sector's 
most dramatic cutbacks to date. 
The fall of Drexel, which led the 
debt-fuelled takeover frenzy of 
the late 1980s, was seen as bring- 
ing down a final curtain on that 
era. 

Drexel president Frederick 
Joseph filed a petition for relief 
under Chapter 1 1 of the US ban- 
kruptcy code late Tuesday in 
Federal Bankruptcy Court in 
Manhattan. The private invest- 
ment firm acted after defaulting 
on 5100 million in loans and 
beginning to sell off its bond hol- 
dings. 

The company, which pion- 
eered the use of high-yield, high- 
risk junk bonds to finance cor- 
porate takeovers, had been ham- 
mered since September by a 


precipitious decline in the junk 
bond market. 

Drexel's petition listed total 
assets of 53.69 billion and 


liabilities of $2.89 billion, includ- 
ing secured debt of 575 million, 
unsecured debt of 5269 million 
and "other liabilities” of 52.52 
billion. The filing was believed to 
be the largest bankruptcy in Wall 
Street history. 

Some Drexel operations con- 
tinued Wednesday, although 
employees were uncertain about 
their fixtures. "We’re not quite 
sure,” said one who requested 
anonymity. "The equity division 
might be sold off, so we're just 
waiting to see.” 

Drexel ceased its over-the- 
counter trading, a national 
association of securities dealers 
official said. A Wall Street source 
said the firm cleared its Nasd 
inventory and would not resume 
trading. 

In New York Mercantile 
Exchange oil futures trading 
Drexel's accounts and positions 
were transferred to other mem- 
bers in an "orderly winding 
down” of its affairs, an exchange 
official said Drexel's Canadian 
branch, asked that its member- 
ship on the Toronto Stock 
Exchange be suspended. 

Drexel remained active on the 
New York Stock Exchange, 
where its Drexel Bu rnham Lam- 
bert Specialist Corp. continued 
to trade in 33 issues. 


A spokesman for the 
American Stock Exchange said 
the Drexel specialist in 58 Amex- 
listed issues was "dealing as 
usual.” 

As on Tuesday, Drexel accep- 
ted only liquidation orders for 
all-cash transactions on the 
sugar and cocoa exchange in 
New York. The Chicago Board 
of Trade said Drexel met all fin- 
ancial requirements for com- 
modities trading, but did not 
specify if Drexel was actively 
trading. 

Wall Street sources said 
securities dealers and ins- 
titutional investors were picking 
up Drexel’s stock of government 
and agency securities — the most 
negotiable part of its entire inves- 
tment portfolio. But questions 
remained as to how it would dis- 
pose of its devalued junk bonds. 

Markets were calm in the 
aftermath of the company's 
collapse. Most financial analysts 
said there was no reason to fear a 
wider crisis. 

“I think they slipped below the 
waves without a ripple," said 
RogerCraig, a fixed-income por- 
fotio director for Banc One Asset 
Management Corp. in Colum- 
bus, Ohio. "It's a non-event, 
except for the junk (bonds).” 

A White House spokesman 


said Treasury , Secretary 
Nicholas Brady "rontmues to 
keep in touch” with the Federal 
Reserve Board and the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, 
which oversaw Drexel's opera- 
tions. 

A Fed spokesman defended 
the central bank’s decision notto 
take measures to rescue the firm. . 
"Our role isn’t to save a private 
corporation,” he said. "Our role 
is to make sure the financial 
markets aren't disrupted.” 
Drexel's investment and 
government securities - sub- 
sidiaries were not included in the 
bankruptcy filing. Wall Street 
sources said it was probable that 
Drexel Burnham Lambert Inc. 
and Drexel Burnham Lambert 
Government Securities Inc. 
would go out of business once 
their assets were liquidated. 

But analyst Gary Hovis of 
Argus Research said he believed 
the holding company had a 
chance of emerging from bank- 
ruptcy "a viable but very slim- 
med-down firm,” built around, 
its government securities unit. 

Drexel had a 1989 loss of 
about 540 million due to legal 
costs incurred in a federal inves- 
tigation of alleged insider trad- 
ing. In 1988 it agreed to pay 5650 
million in penalties to settle 
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Businessmen survey a pile of stock quotation equipment removed from the Drexel Burnham Lambert 
building in lower Manhattan on Feb 14. The junk bond giant filed tor Chapter 1 1 of ihe Federal Bankruptcy 

Code on Feb 13. (Reuter wirephoto) * 


Contractors seek govt compensation 

Jordan to unify 

exchange rates 


US trade 
deficit dips 

WASHINGTON, Feb 16, 
(Rcuicrh The American trade 
deficit fell by a wider-than- 
expected 30.3 per cent in Decem- 
ber to S7.17 billion, helping the 
United Slates to its best yearly 
trade performance in five years, 
the Commerce Department said 
today. 

For the year, the deficit slid to 
SI 08.6 billion from 51 18.5billion 
in 1988. It was the lowest shoft- 
fall since 1984, when it was 
SI 06. 7 billion. 

The December figure was the 
lowest monthly trade deficit in 
five years since a $6.79 billion gap 
in December 1984. 

The improvement in the mon- 
thly deficit during December 
exceeded analysts' expectations 
that it would fall to a S9.8 Million 
trade gap from November's 
SI 0.3 billion. 

December's unexpectedly 
good figure lifted the dollar and 
bonds to brief gains. But both 
later fell back to show only slight 
gains. 


AMMAN, Feb 16, (Reuter): Jor- 
dan, implementing IMF-agreed 
economic reforms, will abolish 
its two-tier exchange rate for the 
dinar this month, the Central 
B ank announced. 

The official news agency Petra 
said yesterday the Central Bank 
had told banks the rate would be 
unified on February 17. 

The International Monetary 
Fund, which offered Jordan a 
standby credit in July, generally 
favours a unified, realistic 
exchange rate. An IMF team is 
due in Amman soon to agree 
performance criteria for this 
year. 

The Central Bank also said it 
would sell dollars at 673 fils and 
buy them at 671 fils, and instruc- 
ted banks not to resell dollars for 
more than 675 fils. The dinar has 
1,000 fils. 

Since August the Central Bank 
has maintained an official rate, 
set yesterday at 659/662 fils to the 
dollar, for imports of medicine 
and subsidised food, fees of Jor- 
danians studying abroad and 
remittances of foreign farm 
workers. 

Banks were theoretically free 
to set their own exchange rates, 
but the Central Bank made 
small, periodic interventions and 
asked banks not to diverge from 


Debt rescheduling pact 

AMMAN, Feb 16, (Reuter): Jordan has signed debt rescheduling 
agreements with France and Austria in line with its accord with govern- 
ment creditors grouped in the Paris Club. 

A French diplomat said an agreement signed on Monday covered 
rescheduling or interest and principal payments due in 1989 and 1990 on 
treasury loans of J5.5 million and on gnve m inent-g iM ranteaH commer- 
cial loans of 5 1 29 million. 

Repayments are spread over 10 years with five years' grace starting in 
1 99 1 during which only interest will be paid. Interest charged on treasury 
loans will be three per cent and on commercial loans at OECD -agreed 
commercial rates. 

The rescheduling coven the principal and interest that was due in the 
first half of 1989 ana the principal awl 50 percent of theinterestdue in die 
second half. 

The diplomat said Jordan and France signed a separate repayment 
facility to reschedule over three years $12.5 million or short-term loans 
for military and other purposes. 

Jordan also signed a rescheduling agreement with Austria this weekon 
$1 3.5 million in payments on government and state-guaranteed loans, 
the official news agency Petra said. 

It said the accord rescheduled principal payments due .in the second 
half of 1989 over 10 years starting in 1990, including a five year grace 
period in which only interest would be paid. 


the rates it suggested. 

In recent months the Central 
Bank has sought to close the gap 
between the official and bank 
prices by allowing the official 
rate to sink slowly against the 
dollar and intervening to boost 
the bank rate, currently 675 fils 
to the dollar. 

The Central Bank, helped by 
an infusion of Arab aid in 


August, has effectively braked a 
slide in the dinar, which 
previously hit a black market low 
of 940 fils to the dollar. 

Bankers praise the Central 
Bank's success in stabilising the 
dinar, but some worry that it has 
now overvalued the currency, 
eroding the new competitive 
edge ofJordanian exporters. 

They say the currency would 


European trade guarantees sought 


EEC will not close its doors to Asean exports 


KUCHING. Malaysia. Feb 16, (UPD: Malaysia's Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mo homed urged the European Econ- 
omic Community today to assure the nations of Southeast 
Asia that trade will not slump when Europe becomes a 
single market or in the rush to aid East European econ- 
omies. 

"I plead for the many Third World countries suffering 
serious difficulties,'* Mahathir said at the opening session 
of a two-day Asean- European community ministerial 
meeting in cast Malaysia. 

**It would be disastrous for us if a combination of the 
1992 single market and special trading privileges for Eas- 
tern Europe lead to diminished market access for Asean 
exports," Mahathir said. 


the non-communist countries of 


December to S38.3 billion, as oil 
purchases from abroad fell des- 
pite the bitterly cold month. 
Exports rose 2.4 per cent to S3 1 . 1 

billion. 

The November trade deficit 
was revised down to 510,3 billion 
from the previously reported 
S10.5 billion but was still the big- 
gest monthly deficit in 1989. 


Currency rates 


KUWAIT, Feb 16, UCunaf. Follow, 
ins are the international currency 


and Brunei. Exports have fuelled rapid growth and 
development in those nations during the 1980s. 

Mahathir challenged the EEC to bring together business 
Imports fell 5.9 per cent during | people and opportunities “in a three-way linkup between 
ecember to S38.3 billion, as oil Euro P e . and Asean-” , „ . 

Abel Matuies. EEC commissioner for North-South 
relations, said the latest developments in Europe would 
not result in a withdrawal of interest in Ada. 

“Let me reaffirm here with utmost clarity that the EEC 
wiU fulfil both us responsibilities on its continent and its 

responsibilities elsewhere in the world.” Matures said. 

He stressed the EEC will not dose its doors to Asean 


exports and stressed the single market will bring new 
economic opf*;r: unities. 

“The renctv. •* economic strength that will result from 
1992 will allow the EEC to carry out fully its respon- 
sibilities as a major partner not only in the European 
continent but also world-wide," he said. 

The EEC is currently Asean ’s third largest tradin g 
partner following the United States and Japan, absorbing 
1 3 per cent of Asean exports. 

The EEC has already granted aid to revive Poland and 
Hungary and is considering helping other East European 
countries. 

“Eastern Europe presents new opportunities for trade 
and economic co-operation for all," Mahathir said, urging 


participate in the reconstruction. 

“But fears and concerns are rising that large scale 
assistance will be at our expense," Mahathir said. 

Citing ominous signs, Mahathir said European invest- 
ments were starting to lag and Europeans were demon- 
strating a preference for the industrialised nations of 
North America. 

“Decisions are being taken without any discussions with 
the EEC's trading partners,” Mahathir complained, leav- 
ing Asean wary about market access. “More 
between the two sides are necessary” to ease these con- 
cerns, Mahathir said. 


be vulnerable If Jordan runs into 
balance of payments difficulties 
again, though officials voice con- 
fidence that Amman can meet its 
foreign obligations. I 

In another development Jor- 
dan's contracting firms may go 
out of business if the government 
does not compensate them for 
losses caused by the devaluation 
of the dinar, the head of the con- 
tractors association, said yester- 
day. 

“Ottr situation is deteriorating 
day by day,” Ali Abu Ragheb, 
president of the Jordanian Con- 
tractors Association, told 
Reuters. “We are fadngacrisis." 

He said the fate, of more than 
. 100 firms with public sector con- 
tracts was at stake due to the slide 
- in the dinar, which has lost over 
two-fifths of its dollar value since 
1988. 

The devaluation had more 
than doubled the cost of impor- 
ted construction materials, he 
said. 

"... We would have been eligi- 
ble for compensation had the 
government officially devalued 
the dinar,” he said. “But since it 
was the Central Bank that took 
measures to regulate the dinar , 
contractors have to prove their 
cases in court.” I 


Law approved 
for central bank 

EAST BERLIN, Feb 16, 

1 (Reuter): East Germany's 
caretaker cabinet approved draft 
legislation on Thursday for an 
independent central bank but 
failed to agree on a package to 
lower punitive taxes on private 
income. 

Government spokesman Wol- 
fgang Meyer told a news con- 
ference the banking law, which 
has to be approved by 
parliament, would also take 
steps to set up a system of private 
bank branches. 

Communist Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow promised West 
German businessmen during a 
visit to Bonn this week that his 
coalition government would 
press on with economic reforms 
ahead of the country’s first free 
elections on March 18. 

Privatisation of banks would 
be a key requirement 


federal changes. 

Most concern focused on 
Drexel's considerable junk bond 
holdings, which were not 
thought likely to attract many 
buyers. Ironically, though, the 
junk bond market that Drexel 
played a chief role in launching 

Poland 
signs debt 
agreement 

PARIS, Feb' 16, (Renter): 
Poland’s Western government 
creditors gave a vote of confidence 
today to its solidarity-led govern- 
ment by agreeing to reschedule a 
record 59.4 billion of debt 
payments. 

"This is a good agreement that 
demonstrates a wfllagness to do 
as much as possible to help Poland 
in its efforts,” Jean-Clande Tri- 
chet, the chairman of the 17- 
nation Paris Club of official 
creditors told a news conference. 

The accord, dtnehed after two 
days of talks, wfll postpone for 14 
years the payment of S9.4 bSfion 
in principal and interest — the 
largest sntn yet rescheduled by the 
Paris Clnb^ . .. 

The total includes S3 .4 billion in 
late payments that were outstand- 
ing at the end of 1989 as weflas all 
the interest and debt repayments 
doe until the end of March 1991. 

Trichet, the director of the 
French Treasury, said the fact 
that governments had managed to 
agree so qmddy to reschedule 
such a large sum was testimony to 
their readiness to help Poland at a 
time of historic political and econ- 
omte change. 

"It's the roost extraordinary 
agreement we’ve ever had,” he 
said. The Paris Qnb, which holds 
about 527 billion of Poland's 540 
billion foreign debt, now expected 
commercial bank creditors to 
make an equally exceptional res- 
ponse. 

"We could not imagine in the 
present circumstances a formula 
for the rescheduling of bank debt 
that is not at least as favourable as 
the formula agreed by the dub,” 
Trichet said. 

By calling forecefuDy for com- 
parable treatment of creditors, the 
Paris Club could be setting the 
stage for a showdown between 
Poland and its commercial bank 
creditors, diplomats said. 

In practice, hanks have often 
had to wait months or even years 
for interest payments Grom hard- 
pressed debtor countries. But, as 
Trichet acknowledged, they have 
never agreed to include in a formal 


rallied as its former mover and 
shaker floundered. 

Business professor Marshall 
Bloom of the Wharton School at 
the University of Pennsylvania 
offered one explanation. “In 
some ways there was an over- 


hang over the market because of 
the (legal and other) problems 
Drexel was having, and that has 
been removed,” he said. 

But there were no takers and as 
Drexel's credit dried up, the firm 
was unable to continue normal 
trading. 
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ponementofaD interest payments. 

Vice-Finance Minister Janusz 
Sawicki, who led the Polish 
delegation to the Paris Chib talks, 
expressed confidence that the 
banks would agree appropriate 
terras, but he said no date had yet 
been set for negotiations. 

He welcomed today's accord, 
saying it would open the door to 
the fresh capita) that was imfis- 
pensdbfe if Pote®§ was to succeed 


Soviet property bill sent back to committee 


announced h> the Central Bank of 1 
Kuwait yesterday. j 
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MOSCOW, Feb 16, (AP): Lawmakers 
today sent a landmark bill that would 
legalize private property back to a com- 
mittee for further work after criticizing it 
as being vague and open to abuse. 

The Supreme Soviet legislature decided 
to reconsider the bill, which had been 
backed by the government, again in a week 
after it is revised in committee. 

Deputy Vladimir Tikhonov, an agricul- 
tural scientist, said he is concerned the 
draft law mentions the right to own 
property, but does not require the often 
recalcitrant Soviet bureaucracy to sell 

stale-owned land. 

Other lawmakers, speaking on the 
second day of debate on the issue, argued 
that the bill wasn't clear. 


“Everything in the draft law has two 
meanings," said Anatoly Sobchak, a 
prominent reform-minded deputy from 
Leningrad. He said the law must specify 
the “any Form of property” is legal to own 
privately. 

For decades, Soviet orthodoxy has for- 
bidden the private ownership of farms, 
factories, or equipment on a large scale, 
seeing in such ownership the rootsof econ- 
omic exploitation. 

But the proposed law would legaK w 
in dividual ownership of the “means of 
production.” without defining that term, 
and said foreign firms, once scorned as 
agents of imperialism or neo-colonialism, 
can own factories and buildings on Soviet 
economy by encouraging Western invest- 


ment in private enterprises. 

In other action today, a group of 100 
deputies announced they were forming a 
parliamentary faction called “soyuz,” 
Russian for union, to “resist the breakup 
ofthe USSR..” 

Group members promised to fight the 
growing movements of separatism and 
nationalism in several republics, such as 
the Baltics in the Western part of the 
country and Azerbaijan in the southern 
Soviet Union. 

The new group appears to have formed 
in opposition to deputies from the three 
Baltic republics, whid\ arc trying to restore 
their independence, and the Inter- 
Regional group, an organization of 
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progressive radicals demanding rapid and 
far-reaching economic and political 
reforms. 

Yesterday, the government appealed for 
approval of the private property law. 

“If we want to have a market economy 
and take part in the international market- 
place, then we need such a law,” Justice 
Minister Veniamin F. Yakovlev said in 
defence ofthe proposal to establish private 
property rights. 

President Mikhail S. Gorbachev’s 
nearly five-year tenure as Soviet leader has 
led to numerous upheavals in politics and 
society, but few official proposals have the 
ideological sweep of the proposed private 
property law. 
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Scotland Yard mu seum 

Bizarre tribute 
to police success 

LONDON. (Reuter)' Scotland Yard's Black Museum is not for the 
squeamish nor the fsuni of heart. 

Cltwed to the pubh'c. the dimly-lit chamber’s grisly exhibits includes 
bits oF victims From one of Britain’s most horrific series of murders and 
th£ glinting steel used to slice them up. 

Death masks of executed criminals stare down at visitors and the 

V^r-T j ^ !U* pe give a macabre atmosphere to Room 

. of London s Metropolitan police headquarters. 
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Weird A1 explodes like 
custard pie on screen 


f 


Founded last century this chamber of horrors charts 850 cases 
cracked by The Met, founded by Sir Robert Peel in 1892 when 


policing was simpler and justice was harsher. 

By far the most stomach-churning display is a bath, cooker, oots wtk) 
knives used by serial killer Dennis Nilsen to butcher and dispose of 
□my of his up to 1 8 victims. 

about five visitors a week in here (when they faint),” Bill 
Waddell, thedark-suited curator tells a small party c,f guests selected by 
senior police officers. 

Nilsen cut up and boiled his victims then crammed them down 
sewers. “Any of you. cook?” asked WaddelL “Well that’s human 
slock,” he said pointing to a glutinous chunk. 

A detective visiting Nilsen’s bedsit lifted the lid of a pot and found a 
bead. 

“Are you always that white? Waddell asks an increasingly pallid 
. ar visitor. If you’re going to. faint, the collapse in then bath and we won’t 
, have Lo worry about you.” • • * 

;n {*%£ The museum is used to train officers but is also a bizarre tribute to 
^ some of the police’s most successful cases covering murder, terrorism 

and forgery. 

Pa in s taking investigations using pathology, forensic science and 
ballistics are on dispaiy as well as some unusim J exhibits such as a pa ne 
of glass bearing an ear-print that led to the conviction of one ma-n 
WaddelL a trained criminologist who served 30 years in the police 
force before becoming curator, uses black humourbut says the museum 
is a salutory experience not to be trivialised. 

The faint-hearted are advised not to visit 
the “ Black Museum ” Grisly exhibits 
include victims from one of Britain’s most 
horrific series of murders, and glinting steel 
used to slice them up-=-“human stock ” and 
“severed forearms” floating ominously in 
glass cases and “fantasy weapons - ” And no 
\ one can smile at the end of the tour! 
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It’s the craziest game show to hit 
television... the pungent Wheel 
of Fish. And coming soon will be 
the TV p remi e re of the muscle- 
clenching movie Conan the 
Librarian. 

All you have to do sample 
these off-beat television shows, 
and the whacky schedule packed 
with many more, is to tune in to 
channel 62. And you wiD find 
that little outfit in a new movie 
called UHF . which stars Holl- 
ywood’s hottest, daftest new 
property. 

Tycoons in Tinseltown are 
already reaching for their 
chequebooks as they watch 
“Wend AT Yankovic, the new 
Robin Williams laugh-alike. 

Before A1 exploded like a cus- 
tard pie on to the big screen, he 
penned a number of memorable 
musical classics. It was he whose 
pardy version of Michael Jack- 


son’s Beat it was transformed 
into Eat iL And Madonna’s like a 
Virgin was newly -minted as like a 
Surgeon. Queen’s another One 
Bites the dost became a chortling 
Another One Rides the Bus. 

A! was chuckling, all the way to 
the bank, sifter making seven 
albumbs mid two award-winning 
videos. Then it was the turn of the 
cinema to stand up and be 
laughed at 

In UHF, do star is safe, 
however big or muscular they 
are. 

A1 makes a mockery of Sylevc- 
ster Stallone a Rambo. For one 
of the dream sequences, he dons 
latex rubber muscles — complete 
with bulging veins, criss-crossed 
scare and spray — on sweat. 

And Harrison Ford’s Indiana 
Jones character is seen in a new- 
light, too. 

In the plot a funny thing hap- 


pens lo that television station 
called Channel 62. George New- 
man — played by A1 — is elated 
when his Uncle Harvey wins it in 
a poker game. 

For zany George, who has 
' never managed to hold down a 
job for more dan 24 hours, is 
appointed manager. 'Uncle 
Harvey works on the principle 
that the station is so bad it can’t 
gel any worse. 

And, amazingly, George’s 
daft game shows and ofT-bcat 
programmes succeed like crazy . 
His long-suffering girl-friend 
Ten, played by Victoria Jackson, 
can’t believe it. The audiences, 
for example, just like going for a 
spin with that hauntingly 
familiar Wheel of Fish. 

But all is not sunshine and 
laughter as George becomes 
locked in a ratings battle with a 
rival station. 



George and his doting Aunt Esther, played by Sue Anne langdon. 
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Sepia photographs from late last century show the disembowelled 
victims of Jack the Ripper who terrorised London’s gas-lit streets and 
who was never caughL 

Other spine-chilling murders detailed include that of John Christie, a 
necrophiliac, who kilted up to seven women. 

The cruelty of notorious London {pings of the 1 960s is shown by an 
electric generator used to torture victims. “One gang leader used to naQ 
you to the floor,” Waddell said. 

There is a vice section complete with whips, spars, shackles and 
flogging frame removed from brothels. 

Wupons 

In another part of the museum, two severed forearms float omin- 
ously in a glass case. They belonged to a suspect who shot hitpself in 
Cologne and Scotland Yard asked for fingerprints. 

“The Germans sent the arms. A typical example of Teutonic 

efficiency;” Waddell smites. "; - • 

Also one show is possible . the world's smallest murder weapon, a 
pallet use! to kill Bulgarian dissident Georg) Markov in 1978 in 
London contained just 0.2 milligrams of poison. 

One glass case iUimunates a scribbled note from a London police 
officer to a special air service colonel which led to the elite regiment 
storming Iran's London Embassy to end a 1980 hostage siege. 

The mangled helmet of a trooper of Queen Elizabeth’s household 
cavalry who was killed by an Irish guerrilla’s nail bomb in 1982 is a 
» savage reminder of the effects of terrorism. 

A collecting ofbombs spans relatively simple devices, a suitcase with 
a clock which triggered a pistol to fire into dynamite, to the most 
advanced explosives used by Irish fighter trying to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland. 

Brandishing a US-made Ingram M-ll machine gun taken from a 
guerrilla, W addell saidit was possible that criminals would soon start to 
use snch powerful weapons. 

The museum boasts an arsenal, all ofwhich had been used in the last 
two years, of pistols, rifles and machetes and one martial arts chain 
which “could break a neck like a carrot.” 

Fantasy 

Gadgets include binoculars that shoots spikes through the eyes sent 
to a girlfriend by a jealous lover, a barbed flail which can tear the scalp 
off a head and various other “fantasy” weapons first seen in horror 
films. 

Waddell's face clouds at the stand which houses the tunic of a 
policeman stabbed more than 40 times by a mob at a London bousing 
estate. “They wanted to put a policeman's head on a pole that night and 
they nearly succeeded.” 



Radiation study concerns scientists 
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SPOKANE, Washington, (UPI): Scientists 
studying what the radiation exposure levels 
around the Hanform Nuclear Reservation 
were during the cold war are trying to decide 
how io break the news of their preliminary 
findings to northwest residents. 

The initial announcement of results from 
the first-ever study on the question is due in 
April, and the task of releasing the date is 
fraught with dangers of misinterpretation. 

“We’re walking such a fine line,” said M ary 
Lou Blazek. Hanford programmes manager 
for the Oregon Energy Department in Salem, 
vice-chairperson of a panel of independent 
scientists overseeing the SI 5 million Energy 
Department multi-phase study of radiation 
exposure from Hanford. 

The Hanford Environmental Dose Recon- 
struction Project, conducted by the govern- 
ment contractor Battelle Pacific Northwest 
Laboratories, was launched after the public 
learned for the first time in 1986 of massive 
radiation, releases from Hanford. 

Blazek said the initial announcement may 
involve hypothetical, and stressed the infor- 
mation is subject to change as the study 
progresses. 

“We may say if you were 1 6, and you lived 
in Pasco in ’44-'46, and your food intake was 
this, then your dose could have been this,” 
said Blazek. 

Blazek, who chairs the communications 
sub-committee of the oversight paueL said 
scientists also "may "try to explain what the 


health consequences of a certain dose could 
be. 

“It’s difficult because of the science 
involved,” she said. “It’s difficult because 
there are so many variables involved. You 
have to make so many assumptions. 

“Say you have X millirems. Thai is 
equivalent to what? We can’t even agree on 
that in our own panel,” she said. 

The government said in 1986 that more 
than 500,000 curies of iodine-131 were 
released between 1945 and 1956 from Han- 
ford during accidents and planned 
experiments. An estimated IS to 24 curies 
were released during the 1979 Three Mile 
-Island nuclear accident. 

The studies under way are designed to 
estimate how much of the radiation people 
were exposed to in the 570-square-mile(1.47Q 
sq km) site along the Columbia River in south 
central Washington. 

Hanford, an old complex of military reac- 
tors that is now focusing on cleaning up 
extensive environmental contamination, hel- 
ped build the first atomic bomb exploded in 
New Mexico.-as well as the weapon that fell on 
Nagasaki. 

Many Hanford “down winders" claim the 
radiation releases have increased the cancer 
rate in the area. 

• A controversial and limited state study 
•Found cancer mortality rates near Hanford. t 
'are actually lower "than the national average, ' 


although the federal centres for disease con- 
trol is preparing lo conduct its own S5 million 
study of cancer rates in the area . 

The CDC has previously estimated some 
20,000 children may have drunk mild exposed 
to radioactive iodine from Hanford. 

The Hanford Dose Reconstruction project 
is planned in four phases and may continue 
through 1 993. Results from the first phase will 
reflect its limited scope. Blazek said. 

The first phase focuses on 10 countries 
closest lo Hanford, Washington, and other 
states. 

No decision has been made on whether 
future phases will expand the study east and 
south into more of rural Washington and 
Oregon and into Idaho, or north of the region, 
population centre around Spokane. 

The study's first phase will estimate 
exposure to iodine 131, although future 
phases could look at other isotopes. 

The initial phase will examine exposure 
from airborne radiation from 1944 to 194? 
and exposure through water from 1964 to 
1966. 

Indian tribes were not extensively studied 
in the first phase, but in later phases some 
eight northwest tribes are expected to par- 
ticipate. Scientists are interested in radiation 
exposure to Indians because their diets and 
lifestyles differed other populations. 

While exposure levels have not been 
released, scientists have already come up with 
some potentially important conclusions. 


All-American girl turns exotic European 


HOLLYWOOD (UPI): Question: How 
does an all-US girl become an exotic 
Eastern European? 

Answer. When she’s cast in a movie 
titled The Fourth War . 

The young woman in question, is Lara 
Harris, who looks as if she were reared in 
Hungary, educated in Liechtenstein and 
currently living in Corfu. That’s exotic. 

To US eyes, including those of director 
John Frankenheimer, Harris appears to 
be 100 per cent European. No particular 
nationality, perhaps, but definitely from 
the “old country.'” 

Her face is aseductive blend of Nastas- 
sia Kinski and Isabella Russellini, which 
gives you some idea. She has large, 
luminous brown eyes, thick dark 
eyebrows, high cheek bones, dxesden 
China skin and short light brown hair. 

She has a slight overbite, which height- 
ens her beauty, as it did with Ingrid 


Bergman and Gene Tierney. 

Harris, moreover, has e distinctively 
demure demeanor, a self-confidence 
boro of years of modeling in this country 
and abroad. 

But she is no more foreign than any 
other 24-year-old Chicago native who 
attended the University of Illinois, not 
the Sorbonne. 

After modeling in Paris and studying 
acting in New York, appearing in two 
minor films, Harris came to Hollywood a 
year ago. 

She gave herself one month to find 
work as an actress. Within two weeks 
Frankenheimer lured her. 

• In The Fourth War, Harris portrays a 
Czechoslovakian defector, complete 
with authentic accent, who becomes 
involved in an international border 
incident in West Germany. Her charac- 
ter is a mysterious figure who is not all 


what she appears to be. 

Harris herself is intriguing because she 
is not what she appears to be either. 

The other day at lunch in the Beverly 
Hills Hotel Polo Lounge she attracted 
considerable attention. She wore a plain 
white blouse, dark skirt and no jewelry. 
She did, indeed, give the appearance of a 
European star. 

“John (Frankenheimer) had agreed to 
see me for the part because my agent told 
him I had studied Russian in college,” 
Harris said in a distinguishable Midwest 
accent. 

“I can't speak Russian, but I can do 
English with a Slavic dialect. I have an 
ear for it," she said. 

She demonstrated with a sentence or 
two an accent that perfectly matched her 
appearance. 

“John had already started the film on 
location without a leading lady in Cal- 


gary (Canada) and had looked at foreign 
actresses for weeks without success. 

“Of course I was nervous and excited, I 
worried whether my accent would be 
good enough to play an Eastern 
European Girl. 

“After the reading, John said, O.K. 
good. Y ou got the part.” I came back to 
New York to get some warm clothes and 
two days later was working in the picture. 

“It was a thrill. It happened so fast; I 
had been working hard without much 
success and all ofa sudden I found myself 
acting in a big, important picture. I felt it 
was a kind of destiny thing. 

“There was little about the Cze- 
choslovakian political dissident that I 
could relate to. I've never known anyone 
like her and on top of that, she really isn’t 
what she professes to be. 

“Sbe’s not feminine either. John 
doesn’t direct women in a feminine way. 


The women in his pictures go along with 
the men. 

“I play a very tough girl, which is* 
against my basic nature. It was difficult 
to do. I none scene in which I was running 
for my life, John railed out,’ quit running 
like a debutante.’ 

“I can understand why 1 was cast as a 
European. People immediately mistake 
me for a European tourist or immigrant 

“When I see myself on screen I defin- 
itely recognise the foreign factor and I 
think that’s fascinating. I love working 
with dialect and makin g the transforma- 
tion. It allows me a choice. 

“Producers and directors mostly cast 
for American parts and they're looking 
for actresses who exemplified American 
types. 1 have been told many times I look 
too foreign, too European, too moody, 
too dark, too everything Tor parts they 
are trying to fill.” 



Toy fair 1990; a p review 

Video controls replace pretty, wacky, witty toys 


NEW YORK, (UPI): Nintendo-crazed 
youths who have all but abandoned their 
toy chests in favour of video control pads 
have made it a rough couple of years for 
the country's $13.25 miliion-a-year toy 
industry. 

Traditional toys- no matter how bold, 
pretty, wacky or witty -- have failed to 
match the phenomenal appeal of Nin- 
tendo entertainment systems, the wildly 
successful video games that racked up 
sales of $2.7 billion last year. That's the 
equivalent of 20 per cent of all toys sold. 

Iii the Face of such formidable competi- 
tion. toy makers are to unveil conservative 
product lines for 1990 — including spin-. 
oFTs of old standbys and variations on 
earlier successes — when the American 
International Toy Fair opens this week in 
New York. 

New toys for boys, the heaviest nin- 
tendo users, were among the most eagerly 
awaited introductions. 

Topping the list: Dick Tracy action 
figures based on the movie about the 
square-jawed detective scheduled for June 
release. 


Playmates Toys Inc., the folks who gave 
the world teenage mutant Ninja turtles, 
plan to have a line of Dick Tracy figures 
and accessories on the market to coincide 
with the movie’s release. Tracy, Sam Cat- 
cher!) and the infamous gangsters from the 
comic strip will retail for $3.99 each. 

As for the Ninja turtles line, which 
achieved sates of $120 million last year, 
kids can look for a slew of new characters, 
including Panda Khan, Napoleon Bon- 
afrog and Mondo Gecko, and new acces- 
sories such as oozcy guns and a sewer 
seltzer cannon. 

“Any action figure line that hits over $50 
million in its first year is considered a 
strong line and we flunk we're going to do 
over $50 million with Didk Tracy;" said 
Richard V. Sallis, senior vice president of 
Playmates. "The turtles, in their first year 
in 1 988, did over 523 million.” 

Another summer release movie, “Days 
of Thunder,” is giving Matchbox Toys 
(USA) Ltd a chance to capture some of the 
boys market. 

Matchbox plans a line of toy replicas of 
the Chevy Lumina race cars featured in the 


movie about the stock-car circuit. They 
will retail for $1.99, and the company 
expects to sell “as many as we can get our 
hands on.” said John Barbour, vice 
president of marketing. 

Analysis said movie tie-ins. however, 
are a bit risky. 

“You can't take anything for granted 
when it comes to picking the good ones 
from the bad ones.” said Barry Rothberg 
of Mabon. nugent O. “Batman was a good 
license, but then no one’s made any money 
off Superman.” 

Hasbro Inc., the country's largest 
loymaker. continues to shy away from 
major introductions for boys, but thinks it 
has a winner in a line of new kids on the 
block action figures for girls. 

Replicas of the new kids, five teenage 
rockers from Boston who have the same 
swoon-inducing effect on girls today that 
the early Beaties had on their mothers, 
were to sell for $13.99 to $5.99. Hasbro 
expected the group's fans to buy $15 
million to $20 million worth of the tine this 
year. 

Having learned a hard lesson from the 


boom -and- bust toys of a few years ago 
such as Cabbage Patch and Teddy Ruxpin 
dolls, toy makers, in general, are taking 
fewer risks, analysts said. 

“The industry’s economics are such that 
you could not possibly sustain the costs 
needed for a mega hit and have it flop,” 
said David Eibowitz of American 
securities inc.. “It’s been a hard lesson for 
the industry to learn, b,ut you don't go into 
toy fair projecting a mega-hit.” 

Indeed, a back-to-basics approach is 
expected to pervade toy fair this year 
“because the industry has been so unsuc- 
cessful with all the high-tech products,” 
said Peter Reynolds, president of Brio 
Scanditoy Coip-, a maker of wooden toys. 

Dolls are poised to make a comeback 
after several years in the background. 

Even companies such as Tyco Toys, 
best-known for remote-control wizardry, 
matchbox, which has made die-cast cars 
for 40 years, and Ohio art, the producer of 
etch-a-sketch, are getting into the act, said 
Jody Levin, the communications director 
of the toy manufacturers. 
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B.C. — By Johnny Hart 
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ACROSS 
1 Mountain 
nymphs 
7 Nightingale s 
symbol 

11 Greek letter 

14 Colorful bird 

15 Pertaining 
to bees 

17 — brath 
IB Air hole 

19 Dry, as wine 

20 Choreographer- 
director Bob 

22 Related on 
mother's side 

23 Neap or ebb 

24 Iowa State site 
26 In the midst of 
29 Narrative 

31 Musipal 
composition 
35 Leftie 
37 Bewail 

39 Day star 

40 Benedict 
Arnold's crime 

42 Nabokov 
novel 

43 Box 

45 Poem of fixed 
form 

47 Stair section 

48 Editor's note 

50 States 
positively 

51 City on the 
Amo 

53 Hlet border 
55 Protective 
garment 
58 Rice dish 
60 Landing 
craft 

63 In a private 
session 
65 Publisher 

67 51st psaitn = 

68 Legally 
responsible 

69 Shoe width 

70 Soviet news 


agcy. 

71 in a wise 
manner 
DOWN 

1 Uncloses, 
to a poet 

2 Uncommon 

3 Actor Porter 

4 Alder tree 

5 Air battles 

6 Arose 

7 Junior miss 

8 Earnest 
request 

S Nero's 1,002 

10 Gay — 

11 Type size 

12 Sentry's 
command 

13 Arrow poison 

16 Sometimes it's 

a king's 

21 Bristles 

23 Explosive 
initials 

25 Honeydew 

26 Donkeys 

27 Hood or 
Olympus 

28 Part of a pound 

30 Cognizant 

32 Norman 


Vincent 

33 Beneath 

34 RBIs etc. 

36 Remove 

wrinkles 

38 Region of S. 
Spain 

41 Yuccalike plant 

44 Place side by 
side 

46 Genesis 
name 

49 Candles 

52 Lifeless- 

54 Train tracks 

55 Pinnacle 

56 Ballet 
bend 

57 Caroline's 
daughter 

59 March 15th. to 
Caesar 

60 Grease 
monkey's 
job 

61 Transfer 
property 

62 Three-spotted 
card 

64 Social affair 

66 Droop 


On this hand from a team match. 
South's winning line is poetry itself. 
That it is not all that easy to spot is 
proved by the different results at the 
two tables. 

Both teams reached four spades 4 
on identical auctions. Since North 
had considerably more than a mini- 
mum with good support for part- 
ner’s suit, a jump to four spades was 


-clearly warranted. Both Wests led 
the ten of diamonds and both Easts 
covered with the jack, conceding the 
first trick to declarer’s king. 

At one table declarer ran the jack 
of spades. East won- the queen and- 
shifted to the singleton heart. A 
trump to the king lost to the ace and 
East relumed a low diamond, in 
with the nine, it was not too difficult 
for West to work out what was go- 
ing op. He revened to a heart and 
East's ruff spelled own one. Pretty 
defense. 

At the other table, declarer re- 
turned a diamond at trick two! This 
simple maneuver broke communica- 
tions between the defenders. East 
won and shifted to a heart, taken in 
the closed hand. Declarer also Look 
the losing crump- finesse, but here 
East had no way to get to his partner 
for a heart ruff. Declarer was able 
to win any return, force out the 
remaining high trump and once the 
last trump was drawn, claim his 
game. 

« Because the key to success lies.ro 
snipping the enemy communica- 
tions, this technique has become 
, known in the trade as the "Scissors 
Coup.” 
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Yon are all too liable to rely on 
guesswork and may easily go 
wrong. Take good care of your per- 
sonal appearance. Ensure that you 
take sufficient regular exercise. Be 
fair. 


Taurus 

Aprfl 11 -MqX 


If you have made a promise do 
keep it even if it is a tittle to do so. 
Avoid eating foods with which you 
are not familiar for the moment. 
Do not spend in the expectation of 
some winnings before you have 
received them. Be patient 



You are rather too liable to judge 
by appearances and should refrain. 
Nothing is quite as it seems, so 
beware. Do not leave things until 
the last minute. Be sincere. 


*4 ? M - Am *1 

A letter for which you have been 
waiting will not contain the news 
you had hoped for. However there 
will be compensations. Do not 
expect to have all things your own 
way. Be tactful. 


-You are liable to take far too 
much for granted. Do not spend all 
or even most of your leisure viewing 
tel evisi on. Take care yon do not 
overspend because of a miscalcula- 
tion. Be alert. 


Scorpio 

Oci 23 ■ N»» 22 


Do not allow a grievance to grow 
out of ail proportion and upset 
your judgements. And try to show a 
note more goodwill towards oth- 
ers. You should avoid saying any- 
thing yon do not really mean. Be 
contended. 




If you expect to have all things 
your own way you will be disap- 
pointed. And if you ask for too 
much you will also be disappoin- 
ted. Make sure you do not leave any 
doors or windows open when you 
leave home. Be generous. 


j Aquarius 

Jan » ■ Frta |« 


You should not do things in a 
certain way merely because you 
have always done them that way: 
there could well be a better way. 
You will find a stimulus to your 
enthusiasm, but cry to keep a sense 
of proportion. 





You would be wrong to do any- 
thing that is even remotely against 
the law. And if others do exceed 
limits that is no excuse for your 
doing so. Do not neglect a slight 
infection or it will worsen. Be sensi- 
ble. 



You are liable to worry about 
something that is unlikely to hap- 
pen. Instead you should concen- 
trate on what really is happening. 
Show just a little more interest in 
what interests your partner. Be 
moderate. 


Start by doing what really has to 
be done and that relax the pace. If 
you do not put things back in the 
right place yon may wefl get into a 
serious muddle. 



You will have to deal with a per- 
son who takes offence easily. Your 
lucky numbers are IS and 3T. 
Avoid telling others that you think 
of them in too blatant terms. And 
for your part do not be too sensitive 
to criticism. Be respectful. 



"When 1 shout 'waiter/ I expect 
you to come immediately." 


"Which way to the railway station 
both with sugar." 
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Step into the future 


Your persona) 
XT for less than 
KD 200 


MmJXTMBO, 
V20CPU. 
4.77/1 2 Mfe 
640 KB RAM, 
SEGA Cord. 

8 State. 

101 Keyboard 
Rip-top cose. 



Contact M.B.I.S. 

2614444 — 2865087 


KAMI 
PAGHATID 


LUZON 
VISAYAS 
MINDANAO 

MAHUSAY NATAGA- 
NG MGA BAGAHE N1NYO. 


TAWABAM PO ANG MGA TARNS 
SA INTO... 


NAG-MAMALASAKIT 


1 

H 


TRICO INTERNATIONAL 

SOUQ AL-WATITA P.O.BOX 4320 SAFAT KUWAIT 
2421427. 2421*26.2408160 .2405916 


AL-WAZZAN STORE 


4816232, 4833692, 4839749, 4839753 
FAX 4833693 TELEX 231 51 — SAHN1 
CANADA DRY STREET SHUWAIKH 
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VIRUS KILLER 

MORE THAN 60 VIRUSES 
KD.1/-ONLY. 


IBM COMPATIBLE 

CPU 8088 

OPERATED 
8 BIT 


VIP -88 -A 


VIP -88- C 


VIP -286 -XT 



10MHZS 

3.7 


12MHZS 

4.9 


]31MHZS 

10.91 



Computer Systems with Hard Disk ?— i 
EGA/VGA Monitor and Printer + 1 STAR 


OWN ANY ONE OF THE ABOVE MODEL 
IN 12 EASY MONTHLY INSTALMENTS ( kd39/- 
AS LOW AS ABOUT 


ACCOMMODATION 

1 k 

Available 

> l0 t/. NUGRA, Khaldoon Street one' 

: room; furnished witfi tele. facilities 
i .for one or two bachelors to share 
’I"* 1 *? with an Indian family. Ftent KD80. 

!l j Tele. Oberoi. 4740801, 2644645. 

! res; 

CAT6-51 534-3) 
NEAR Kuwait City, Shamiya. 
Accommodation with tele, 
facilities for a working lady to 
, 'share with another lady. Rent 

[ lKD30.Tete.Mr Reddy. 4841832, 7 

: iam- 10.30 pm. 

I I CAT5-51511-3) 

j INDEPENDENT fully furnished 
; room, in a central AC furnished * 
! HlrAbuH0lifa.Rentl<D85.with 
[ bll amenities — inclusive of 
Vwatir/etectrtaity. Tei. 3725357. • 
... CAT3-71 050-1) 

| JMAIDAN Hawalli. fiully furnished 
.room/2 rooms, with separate 
• ^entrances. tele, and kitchen 
! [facilities for working ladies/cou- 
’ Iplea. Tele. 4849368 off. 5644178 


: raster 4 pm. 


(ATI -51555-3) 


* 


SALMIYA, near the Farah Centre. 
One room for one Indian 
bachelor. Bus routes 14. 15. 19. 
■30. 505. Tete. John Rodrigues. 
£725039 res. 48461 75 office. 

(ATI-51527-2) 

KUW AIT City, Sharq. behind the 
rfirtkxs&nema, opp. the Tea- 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
(buildings, offices ii 
ail areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592, 
2406593 


DOODA1 

CARGO 


MABUHAY 


Door-to-Door Service 
by Sea and Air 


Contact Baby 

CmdkDzy _ 4847937, 

Tate: 4817708. 

S huwuflch 48376MX 


DI00RT0D00R 


H 


ATID 

(Jig ay a 

PHILIPPINES 

® 483-9009 
483-9883 
* FAST-RELIABLE* 




.'|fou8e No. 1 17. Accommodation 
7°re ffflnUy. Tele. &mt Moham- 
mad Musa, 2432169. 

^ • (AT4-51497-3) 


TAXI 

AL-WEHDA 

TAXI ON CALL 
24 HOURS 
SERVICE 

2666673 
2666693 
2666674 
2666694 



Expat letting 

SMWte tndp. 1 bed cajrtywt 
pool cor/pk (suit single/coifitB) KD 
180/- 

3x3 Bna Apts, w/totmge • dimer 
KD280/380 

VBos: various specs. (4 noa.) 

KD500-800 

MESSlIAff: BwcMrotf vffla x 3 
Brms, tasty garden KD600 

Apt x 2/3 Buns -new KD195/265 
SUMfc VUas 4/5 bed KD750/ 

800 

PtaON M 2521546/7 for non 
Womatiw. 


Required 

Auto Electricians 


Mechanics 

Must be experienced. 
Call personally ortAl . 
Nebras Puncture and 
Sectfifelty Shop 
Sharq - Ahmad Al Jaber 
St, Near the Dental 
Hospital 

Tel. 2439175 


if 


Required 

Draftsman 


Full time/part time vacancy 
e xists fo r experienced 
draftsman. Minimum 5 years’ 
experience in air- 
conditioning. plumbing and 
fire-fighting drawings. ' 
Interested please contact on 
TeL 4749654/4749864 
for Interview.- 

TV-- - - f 


KUWAIT City. Fahad Salem 
Street, near Meridien Hotel 
Rooms preferably for Banglade- 
shi or Indiana. Tete. Mohd. A(i. 
2422055 ext 906, 7 - 1 1 pm. 

■ - (ATI-51556-3) 

SHARQ. near the Rrdous Cin- 
ema. One room with CAC and 
tete. facilities for three persons. 
Tele: Solaman. 2424713. 

2425709. 

(ATl-51530-3) 

For Rent 

MISHRIF. in good location. Villa, 
CAC with 5 bedrooms. 4 halls, 
servants quarter, swimming pool, 

2 gardens and garage. Tele. 
5324848. 

(ATI-51 502-3) 

JABRIYA. 2 bedrooms. CAC, 
annexe. Tele. 5313152 

■ (ATI-515453) 

SALWA. Block 6. Street 3. House 
48. Part of a villa; 5 bedrooms, 
saloon, 4 bathrooms, CAC , 
including space for car park. Rent 
KD450 with water and electricity. 
Tele. 565711 8, 2-6pm. 

(AT651531-3) 

MISHRIF. 2 storey villa, deluxe 
CAC with carpets and curtains 
including a garden (no mid- 
dlemen, please). Tele. 5327104. 2- 
6pm. 

(AT6-51 526-3) 

FOR SALE 

Cars 

BMW 735i. model 1980. 2 owners 
only. KD750. Tele: 3901570. Mr 

Ge0f9e (AT5-51 504-3) 


Required 

urgently 

AT7KST 

Who can type both fat 
Anbfe&ndEngJIsh. 
Contact on TeL 2642468 


Used 

Furniture and 
sbiftins 

We buy usedtumitaa, 
electrical goods, used cars; 
scrap and stocks. 

Shifting services with skilled 
workers. 

Contact: 

TEL- 5739429 * 


Required 

Qualified A/C 
Mechanic 

For outdoor maintenance 
calls with minimum 3 
years' experience in 
Kuwait and transferable 
residence. Candidates 
may call 

2405591 


For rent 

Deluxe Villa InSalwa 

4 bedrooms, large recaption, 
hall modem kitchen, 3 
bathrooms washrooms & 
store phis annexe with 2 
rooms & 1 bathroom, central 
coofing/heatfng & telephone. 
Furniture may also be 
ottered. 

Tab 3982425/5656485 


j ALSaqiya 

For rent 

V3as, haff vfflas, and flats 
with swimming pool or 
without in afl areas of 
Kuwait 

2621390/2621391 
Mohammed Shihada 


New in 
town ? 



JAGUAR XJ12 HE, 1982, 73.000 
kms. new engine, recent paint in 
excellent condition. KD3000. 
cash. No bargaining. Teie. 
251 1286. 6- 8 pm. 

(ATI-51544-3) 

MAZDA 626. 1983. AC. manual, 
red. 94.000 kms, in good condi- 
tion. KD450. Cash. Tete. Macdon- 
ald 562945Z 4-6 pm. 

(ATI *51541-6) 

CHEVROLET Sprint 1 .3 GL 1S88, 
white. 19.000km8.automatic.four 
doors, hatchback, AC. stereo 
radio and cassette system, driven 
by a lady, in showroom condition. 
KD185Q. Tele. 4884485. 

(ATI -51536-3) 
SAAB 900 Turbo. '82 model, lady 
driven, in good running condition. 
Tele. 5633854. 

(AT6-51521-2) 

MERCEDES 28GSE 1984. new 
from agent Al-Bisher. light blue, 
fully automatic, central A/C. sun- 
roof. low mileage, in excellent 
condition cash or instalment Best 
• offer. Tele. 4738910. 

(AT5-51 508-33 

NISSAN Liberia. 1985, red. fully 
automatic, AC, 76.000 kms, 
insured upto Dec 1990. in very 
good condition. KD750. Tele 
2451489. 

(AT6-515503) 

CAPRICE Classic 88 model, fully 
automatic, dark red. 25,000 miles, 
insured for 1 year in excellent con- 
dition. KD3.800. Tele. Mr Tariq 
4804450. 

(AT551514-33 


Check the classified 
pages of the 
Arab Times 
for used cars, boats, 
furniture and 
electronics. 

The bargains will 
amaze you. 


Miscellaneous 


PHILIPS cooker. KD50. sofa set 
for 5 persona, KD55, glass top 
dining table plus 4 .chafes KD55. 
Also table lamps, weightlifting 
and Apple Macintosh computer. 
Tele. 4898479. 

(AT6-51 535-2) 

SPACIOUS two bedroom flat 
near the Kuwait International 
Hotel for sale with household 
goods. Rent KD180 per month. 
Available from 1st March. Tele. 
Demello. 2446356. 5-8 pm. 

CAT5-51 498-3) 

GE-washer with large capacity. 
KD9Q; GE-dtyer. KD20; micr- 
owave. KD30. Phil ips vacuum, 
large chavs, carpets, mg, plants, 
etc. Tele. 5326041 , after 8 pm. 

(ATI-51554-2) 


FLAT in 


and 

Tele. 


FOR RENT 1 FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Teh 2401 MS - *407677 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The Al! Real Estate 


Villa part of villa flats, 
apartments, buildings, 
basement storage and 
shops. 

AJ0MRAN 
Real Estate Est. 

Tel: 2459574 


VILLA 
FOR RENT 

A very good quality 
villa at a reasonable 
price, for immediate 
rent. 

For details 
Tele: 4744266 


house for sale in Dean. 
2421389. 9 am - 2 pm. evening 6 
pm -10 pm. 

(ATI -51 5433) 

DISH washer, double bed. 6 door 
cupboard. TV etc for sale. Also 
sharing accommodation availa- 
ble for an Indian' family. Tele. 
24 19327, upto 6 pm. 

(AT5-51518-3) 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015) 

Facwantya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


Facit P6060 



300 DPI - 6 resident torts. SI 2 KB, 
memory expafxttito upx> 45 MB. sir 
Poges/mfei Par. KSar. Ports. 


CampuBase"* 2407866 


GENERAL 


For all your shifting with 
transportation painting, wall 
papering carpet & villa cleaning. 
We are at vour sewicn with 
skilled workers. We ore also 
buying and selling furniture. 
Contact; Mr Stanley 
Teh 4746677 
Al Mawasim Trdg. 


rr>- 


Ai-Naaeeb & Khatur 

MURA NA 
MABIL/S PAH 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 


; A 


484-6009 


REQUIRED 



PART OR FULL TIME VIDEO 
TECHNICIAN 

Attractive salary A 

Tel: 2633892 , 2644593 .^ 


vr* 


Al-Naqeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I. 

Avoid excess luggage charges 
Airfreight it! 

© 484-6009 


Al Roshdon Pakistani School 

Farwania behind UTC store 

WANTED 

A NURSE (Female) 


Residence must be transferable. 
Admissions are opened for the year 90-91 . 
Apply to P.O. Box 501 2 Salat 
Code No 13051 Kuwait 


TENNIS CLINICS 
at 

KUWAIT INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 

Register now for junior or adult tennis clinics 
with our USPTA & USPTR certified tennis 
professional Frank Novok. Clinics begin 1 8th 
February. Limited space. 

Teh 2530000 ext 6050 


ABDUL RAHMAN AL-BISHER SONS 

yC KUNATCO 
k-ILI MOVE IT 
SsssssT YOUR WAY 

Worldwide destinations: 
p* ygf n r^ suitcase 

to a full house 


SEA-AIR-LAND 
PACKING & vK 

REMOVAL ^ 

Fax: 4748648 
P.O Box554Safa , . 

1 3006 Safa: Kuwait 

Cab. : e Address TRA.macO K-..v c 



Telex: 22408 TRAN. A CO KT. 
Te! 4733005 
4734643 
4766740 



Oh, No! 

One is 
missing!! 

I should 
have called 
Alghanim... 

No one does it better. 
The biggest IATA 
Freight agent in Kuwait. 


^Ighai 


Customer Services TeL 

4745533 


^SeaFlBight.Airl^ 

Packing 

fuhM aaz3«e/B -sh«q naone/s 

Mnrgsb 24 12985/24 10B81 


The All Real Estate ] 

Apartment Floor 


2401908 

2407677 


JABRIYA 


SALMIYA 


2451489 

2451476 


SALWA 


MISHREF 


BAYAN 


5 bed 4 bath Elevator 

KD. 470 

4 bed 3 bath 

KD. 400 

4 bed 4 bath 

KD. 550 

2 bed 2 bath 

KD. 200 

2 bed 2 bath new 

KD.210 

3 bed 2 bath 

KD. 450 

3 bed 2 bath 

KD. 270 

4 bod 2 bath 

KD. 350 

3 bed 2 bath 

KD. 450 

3 bed Basement with Mulhaq 

KD. 600 

) floor 3 bed 3 bath 

KD. 400 

2 floor 5 bed 3 bath 

10.460 

4 bed 2 bath with carpet curtain 
and tele 

KD. 550 

4 bed 3 bath with carpet 
curtain and tele. 

KD.500 


FAX: 2403260 


Office time 8 am - 9 pm. 


Your Real Estate Agent in 
Europe 

DESATO 

157, RUE DU FBG. ST. HONORE 
PARIS 75008, FRANCE 

We specialise in buying and selling luxury 
apartments, office buildings (or spaces) hotels, * 
etc ... in France and Europe's major cities. 

We have a network of contacts in England, Belgium, 
Spain, and Germany. 

For more details off our activities and services, | 
please contact us In French, English or Arabic: 
Teh (00-33-1) 42 89 33 96, 42 67 67 65, 47 31 65 37; 
Fax: 42 89 47 03 
M. Jean- Pierre Decerte 
M. Marc Sacilotto 
M. Khaled Choucri 


Boats 


GU^TRON, 21 ft. 200 HP Mer- 
cury V6 outboard. Long range 
fuel tanks built in, very well-main- 
tained. KD1200. Tele. 3723409. 
j®ter 4 pm. 

CAT1-51552-2) 

SITUATIONS 


Vacant 


MAIDrequiredforafamffy tolive- 
to- Must be acperienced with chll- 
dren. 3 years and under. Must 
speak good English and have 
transferable residence. Tale 
484884$ ext 41. 9 am - 4 pm. 
Saturday to Wednesday. 

(AT5-51510-3) 


MAID required, Filipino or 
educated Sri Lankan for a small 
Egyptian family. Must speakgood 
English and have transferable 
visa. Tela 2408654 for an appoint- 
ment at A) Muthanna Complex. 
Fahad Al Salem Street 

(ATI-EUWS) 

SERVICES 

Tuition 

LEARN bass/rythm/tead guitar in 
a literate manner. Tele. 5632680. 
after 5 pm. 

(ATI -51524-3) 

Baby Sitting- 

AVAILABLE in Salmiya. Amman 
Street For details 5650145. 

(AT1-51553-3) 


AVAILABLE rrom Tahaheel. 
Sabahiya, Riqa, Abu Hallfa to 
Jabriya, Sateia, Hawalli for nurua- 
try timings. Tele. Mohammed. 
3610724. 130 -10 pm. 

(ATI -51 559-3) 

LOST 

LOST white & black s; 
(Dalmatian) inJabria area. I 
some reward offered. Finder 
please Tel. 5313152. 

(AT6-51 546-3) 

DOG.family petota, brown lost in 
AhmadL Answers to the name of 
Brownie. Finder please tele. 
5745308,5721902.5737281. 

(ATI-515563) 


NAME CHANGE 

I. RAJAN! Shankar Pardeahi, hol- 
der of Indian Passport No. E 
876361 embraced Islam and 
changed my name to Ayesha Par- 
deshi. 

(ATI-515403) 

I. RATANBA1 Shankar PardesN, 
holder of Indian Paspsort No. $ 
260096 embraced Islam and 
changed my name to Fatima Par- 
deshl 

CATl-51539^) 

hol- 

Passport No. S 
embraced Islam and 
owjped by nameto Ahmad Par- 

rA T6€15363) 
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Lewis set to keep place after impressive cricket debut 

~~~~ Richie Richardson, Carl 


PORT-OF-SPA1N, Trinidad, Feb 
l6,(Reutery.Guyana-born C^hris 
Lewis is set to retain his England 
place for the second one-day cricket 
international against West Inches 
here tomorrow after an impressive 
debut in Wednesday's ruin-ruined 
opening match. 

Lewis, having arrived in the 
Caribbean only on Sunday to- 


replace injured fellow pace bowler 
Ricardo EUcock, could play' in an 
unchanged team ahead of Phillip 
DeFreitas. 

Paceman DeFreitas is battling to 
recover from a twisted knee that 
ruled him out of the first SO overs 
match which was abandoned with- 
out a result, England made 26 for 
one from 13 over is reply to West 


Indies 208 for eight when the rain 
came. jy ' ^ 

England captain Graham Gooch 
was very pleased with Lewis’ perfor- 
mance,“espeda31y he must have 
been very nervous." 


cricket which contained West 
Into- He held a superbly-judged 
catch at long-on with aplomb to 
dismiss Ezra! 


Lewis took one for 30 in seven 
overs and was an outstanding con- 
tributor to die competitive out- 


Gooch said England would have 
to wait and see about reaction fron 
DeFreitas s right knee, which he 
hurt while bowling shortly before 
the start ofWednesday’s match. 


Although Gooch $aid England's 
bowling had 1 * been a great 
improvement on that in the matches 
against the Leeward and Windward 
Islands, he considered his bowlers 
had still delivered too many full 
length balls which could be driven, 
unlive the West Indian attack. 


balls,” the skipper said. 
Whatever me r 


result of the five- 

Tcst scries, England have already 
shown that in the remaining four 
one-day internationals they could 
run West Indies close. 


We bowled too many “four 


Probable teams: 

West Indies — Viv Richards (cap- 
tain), Gordon Greenidge, Desmond 


Haynes, Richie Richardson, Carl 
Hooper, Carlise Be* Jeff pujon, 
Malcolm Marshall, Ezra Moseley, 
Ian Bishop, Courtney Walsh, 
England - Graham Gooch (cant 
ain), Wayne Larkins, Robin Smith, 
Allan Lamb, Alec Stewart, David 
Capel, Jack Russell, Chris Lewis, 
Gladstone Small, Eddie Hemmmgs, 
Angus Fraser. 


j -j- 
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Hick not 
allowed to 
play for 
Districts 


Pakistan win easily 


Rameez slams unbeaten ton 


HARARE, Feb 16, (Reuter): Zim- 
babwe's cricket officiate, resigned to 
losing star batsman Graeme Hick to 
England, were disappointed yester- 
day to learn be would not be playing 
against the English A team tbu week- 
end. 

Hick, who is seeking to qualify to 
{day Test cricket for England, had 
asked the Test and County Cricket 
. Board in London whether could play 
for Zimbabwe Districts against the 

j 


touring side in Sunday's one-day 
match out was advised not to. 


“It’s a great shame for our point of 
view,” David Elman-Brown, Vice- 
president of the Zimbabwe Cricket 
Union (ZCLT), told Reuters. 

"But we’ve lived with the situation 
for a long time. We realise we’ve lost 
him, whether he plays for England 
this year or next year,” he said. 

Officiate were anticipating a big 
crowd for Sunday's match at Harare 
South if the Zimbabwe- bpm Wor- 
cestershire batsman took the field in 
the first game of the England A's 10- 
match tour. 

Hick's absence also highlights 


Zimbabwe's long-term loss as they 
heditcsev 


strive to join the elite seven Test-play- 
ing nations. 

The current tour is the first in 
which Zimbabwe will be participat- 
ing in unofficial five-day Tests foll- 
owing the International Cricket 
Council's decision in July last year to 
give them a trial period before derid- 
ing whether to grant full Test status. 

"It would have been wonderful if 
he (Hick) had supported Zimbabwe 
in their quest for Test cricket,” 
Elman-Brown said. 

■ The to timing England a cricket 
side left for Harare as scheduled yes- 



HOBART, Australia, Feb 16, 
(Reuter): Opener Rameez Raja 
scored an unbeaten century to 
guide Pakistan to a comfortable 
six-wicket victory over Sri Lanka 
iforid Series 


Scoreboard 

SRI LANKA 

Attiula Samarasekera lbw b 
Younus 


7 


Cup one- 


terday after a stomach bug laid low 
half the team and forced cancellation 


of their third and last one-day cricket 
match in Nairobi on Wednesday. 

Seven of the 14-strong squad were 
taken ill, although not seriously, 
after eating at a Nairobi restaurant 
on Tuesday. 

Team manager Bob Benner tokl 
reporters he regretted the match 
against the Keny a Cricket Associa- 
tion's Chairman's XI had to be can- 
celled. 

The viators beat Kenya in their 
first limited overs match by five wick- 
ets and then were beaten by the same 
margin in their second match. 


Waqar Younus appeals for a lbw decision against Sri Lanka's Alhula 
Samarasekera. (Reuter v/i rephoto) 


in their World 
day match yesterday. 

Pakistan scored 198 for four 
wickets off 483 overs after dis- 
missing Sri T^nk* for 193 and 
virtually assured themselves of a 
place in the three-match final 
against Australia beginning next 
week. 

Rameez hit 1 16 from 150 balls 
to beat his previous higbest . 
score in one-day internationals 
by three runs. 

Rameez and fellow opener 
Saeed Anwar attacked from the 
start, putting on a quick 46 
before Saeed was dismissed for 
17. 

Pakistan stumbled slightly 
when Ejaz Ahmed was out for 
one four balls later but Rameez 
and Javed Miandad, who scored 
42, took control of the match in a 
partnership worth 103 runs. 

Sri I .an l r« had looked to be 
heading for a score over 200 
when captain Aijuna Ran- 
atunga, who scored 42, and 
Asanka Gurusmga, who hit 59, 
put on 73 runs for the fifth 
. wicket 

But Pakistan's bowlers ripped 
through the middle order and tail 
to take the last six wickets for 44 
runs. Waqar Younus was Pakis- 
tan's most successful bowler, fin- 
ishing with four for 39. 


Brandon Kuruppu c Yousuf b 
Younus 


1 


Asanka Guruangab Younus — 59 
Hashan Tillekeratne b Imran — 19 
Aravinda de Silva c and b Aaqib _ 5 
Arjuna Ranatunga c Akram 
bGhauri 42 


Roshan Mahanama c Yousuf 

b Ghauri 24 

Asoka De Silva b Younu s 1 


Rumesh Ratnayake c Yousuf 
b Akram 


14 


Graeme Labrocy c sub b Aaqib _ 2 
Kapila Wijegunewardene not out . 0 

Extras (lb-10 w-9 nb-2) 21 

Tola! 195-47.5 overs 



bM 


FOrget ‘imp 

stretches i |op 
Becker 


Fan of wickets: 1-62-25 3-62 4-79 5- 
151 6-1 52 7-1 58 M87 9-193. 


Rameez: hit his best one-day score 


Bowling: Wasim Akram 9-2-23-1 
(4w), Imran Khan 100-28-1, Waqar 
Younus 10-2-39-4 (3w 2nb), Aaqib 
Javed 8.5-0-44-2 (2w), Nadeem 
Ghouri 10-0-51-2. 

PAKISTAN 


Rameez Raja not out 
Saeed Anwar b Ratnayake . 
Ejaz Ahmed lbw b 

Wljegunewardene 

Javed Miandad c de Silva 

hlahmny ... 

116 

17 

Salim Malik run out 

a 

Salim Yousuf not out 

10 

Extras (b-1 lb-4w-4 

— 9 

Total (for four wickets) 

198 

-483 overs 


Fall of wickets: 1-46 2-53 3-158 4- 

166. 



India let down by 
poor fielding 


HAMILTON, New Zealand, Feb l6,(Reuter): New Zealand's North- 
ern Districts profited from poor Indian fielding to end the first day of 
their four-day match at 268 for five today. 

Northern Districts is the bottom team in the current local Shell 
Trophy competition. 

India’s position improved in the last five minutes of play when pace 
bowler Ami Wasson captured two wickets in one over. 

The Districts' total included a painstaking 101 by opening batsman 


Bowling: Graeme Labrooy 9-1-41 -1 
(2w). Rumesti Ratnayake 9-3-0-47-1 
(2w), Kapila Wijegunewardene 10-1- 
34-1, Arluna Ranatunga 10-0-37-0. 
Asoka de Silva 10-0-34-0. 


Rebels declined to quit tour 



JOHANNESBURG, Feb 16, 
(Reuter): All 16 members of 
England’s rebel cricket squad 
declined an offer to be released 
from the controversial tour of 
South Africa after demonstra- 
tions caused it to be shortened. 

Team manager David 
Graveney said on Wednesday: 
"Mike Gutting and 1 spoke to the 
players yesterday after the 
announcement the tour was 
being shortened and we put two 
questions to them. 

"The first was, did anyone 
want to go home now, and the 
unanimous answer was ‘No.’ 
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Graeme Hick 


“The second was, were they 
keen to come back for a second 
tour, and they all said ‘Yes', they 
had no regrets in coming here.” 

The planned itinerary was cur- 
tailed on Tuesday following 
protests at all four matches so far 
and threats of increased demon- 
strations. No decision on a plan- 
ned second tour due to begin 
later this year has been taken. 

Graveney said all the players 
were disappointed the second 
five-day match in Cape Town 
had been scrapped and they had 
no chance of squaring the series 
against South Africa after losing 
the first match in Johannesburg. 
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Australia name 
team for tour 


Kyle Wealkans and half-centuries by David White and Grant Bad- 
bum. 

India's first success came 30 minutes before tea, when they claimed 
Chris Kuggekijn, foe Districts' captain and one of two Test players in 
the home side. 

The Indians made their toil on a slow pitch harder by dropping four 
chances, three of them in the slips. 


BRUSSELS. Feb 16, (Reuter): 

Boris Becker survived a three-set 
thriller to beat Frenchman Guy 
Forget 3-6 6-3 7-6 and reach the 
quarter finals of the $600,000 
Belgian Indoor ATP Tennis 
Tournament yesterday . 

The West German world num- 
bers two’s next scheduled oppon- 
ent is Paolo Cane but the Italian f 
Davis Cup player has left Bel- ' 
gium for Italy to nurse a back 
injury. 

Tournament director Adrien 
Van den Eede said Cane had 
taken a plane to Milan after win- 
ning his second round match 
against Spain’s Juan Aguilera on 
Wednesday and was not expec- 
ted bade in Brussels until this 
ev ening . 

"Let's hope he’ll be back in 
time for lus match against 
Becker," Vanden Eede said. 

Cane suffered his back 
problem early in his m&tth 
against Aguilera and called for a 
physiotherapist in the third gam* 
of the first set . 

Top seed Becker, in only bis 
second match after a three- week 
break from competition follow- 
ing his quarter final defeat in foe# 
Australian Open, became .. 
increasingly agitated as the con- 
test progressed. 

Becker queried several Hne 
calk and on one occasion slam- 
med his racket to the ground . “ At 
least two or three times, the 
umpire could have made a dif- 
ferent calls," he said. 


Kuggelajn was the first to be let off, although he took much less 
advantage than Wealleans who, dropped only five minutes afterwards. 


A South African riot 


policeman stops a 
against the tour. 


protester demonstrating 


"They feel unfulfilled, in a 
cricketing sense,” he said. 

Graveney admitted it had been 
a “stressful” trip but had no 
regrets about having come. “I 
would do tbe same again," he 
said. 

Gattrog, who with the rest of 
the squad faces a five-year inter- 
national ban formatting the tour, 
refuted comments that he had 
thrown away his career for what 


will amount to a mere 16 days* 
cricket. 

“Everyone forgets that I 
wasn't going to the West Indies 
this year. The only tour I would 
have been selected.” he sakL 

Gaiting denied foe tour had 
been a farce. He said that because 
of it the South African Cricket 
Union (Sacu) and the anti-tour 
National Sports Congress (NSC) 
had begun talks with each other. 


MELBOURNE,' Feb* “16, 
(Reuter): The Australian Test 
selectors have included injured 
trio Geoff Marsh, David Boon 
and pacrmati Merv Hughes in the 
Australian squad of 13 for the 
short one-Test tour of New 
Zealand next month. 

The Australians leave on 
March 1 to play five one-day mat- 
ches and a Test in Wellington. 

Marsh has not played since 
breaking his right thumb during 
the second Test against Pakistan 
in Adelaide in January while 
Boon and Hughes have both had 
surgery for right knee trouble. 

Marsh played only two of a 
possible six Tests this summer but 
is expected to resume in Western 
Australian grade cricket this 
weekend while Boon has already 
returned to foe crease. 

An Autralian Cricket Board 
spokesman said no one has bees 
placed on standby but a re- 
placement can be quickly sent to 
new Zeal and if i c q cur ed. 
Australia: Allan Border (< 


batted for 310 minutes. 

Bradbum, tbe most aggressive of foe Districts' batsmen, who was 
undefeated with 67, first escape at only ,18 when WassonTaded 

to latch on to an uppish drive off AjayShanna. 

Off the second new ball, he got away with a very straightforward slip 
chance to Chandrasekhar, at second slip, offWasson. 

However, Wasson gained some consolation in foe last over of the 


day, having Grant McKenzie caught behind and Mark Bailey lbw to 
>nJy the second ball he had faced in first-dass crickeL 


■ Four members of the touring Indian cricket team, including captain 
Mohammed Azhaniddm, had their wallets robbed while they practiced 
at Seddon Park here yesterday . 

The other losers were Vadakkai Chandrasekhar, Worked Raman 


and Kapil Dev. 
lie thief 


The thief made of with their cash and dumped their empty wallets in 
the home side’s dressing room, police said. 

The players' losses will be made good by the New Zealand Cricket 
Council, a spokesman for the council said. 

The thief also helped himself to the contents of the till in the pavilion 
bar. 

Scoreboard 


NORTHERN DISTRICTS first 
innings 

K. Wealleans c More b Sharrna 101 
D. White b Venkatapathy Raju 55 

C. Kuggelefjn c Chandrasekhar 

b Venkatapathy Raju 24 

G. Bradbum not out 67 


cap- 

tain), GeofrMarsh(vice^aptain), 


G. McKenzie c More b Wasson. 
M. Bailey lbw b Wasson 
8. Young not out 


.26 

2 

-0 


Extras (lb-6, nb-5) 11 

Total (for five wickets) 286 

To bat: B. BraceweU, D. Beard, S. 
Doull. P. Neutze. 

Fall of wickets: 1-109 2-162 3-237, 
4-262.5-264. 

Bowling: Wasson 19-2-61 -2. Raz- 
dan 19-5-40-0; Venkatapathy Raju 
33-9-70-2, Venktaramana 16-3-65D, 
Raman 3-0-14-0, Sharma 12-4-30-1 . 



Terry Alderman, David Boon, 
Greg Campbell, fen Healy. Merv 
Hughes. Dean Jones, Simon 
O'DonnelL, Carl Rackcmann. 
Mark Taylor, Peter Taylor, Steve 
Waugh. 


McEnroe, Lendl reach quarterfinals 


TORONTO. Feb 16. (Reuter): 
Third seed John McEnroe did 
not appear happy on court but 
turned in a 6-4 6-3 victory over 
his friend Leif Shiras to move into 
the quarterfinals of the $1.2 
million Skydome world Tennis 
Tournament yesterday. 

World number one Ivan Lendl 
led seven of tbe top eight seeds 
into the quarters with his 7-5 6-2 
win over McEnroe's US Open 
conqueror, Paul HaarhuL of the 
Netherlands. 

The top-seeded Lendl will 
meet eighth-seeded American 
Kevin Curren in the quarterfin- 
als. Curren won a difficult battle 
with Cram Connell, the last 
remaining Canadian in the draw, 
7-62-66-1. 

McEnroe, who said his shoul- 
der was bothering him, bad brief 
exchanges with a photographer 
and the umpire, but managed to 
get through his match without a 
major outburst, 

"It's a little bit difficult to play ’ 
a friend,” said the fourth-ranked 
McEnroe. "I fee! physically I’m 
playing sub-par and that might 
contribute to my being a liule bit 
nasty" 

The 95th-ranked Shiras surpr- 



uciiskuu. jmauenm 
of balls which frustrates mm. 

Gilbert will next face Srejber’s 
countryman, 76th-ranked Peter 
Korda, who pulled off the day's 
lone upset by ousting lOth-seed 
Jaime Yzaga of Peru 7-6 6-4. 

Sixth seed Tim Mayotte 
needed three sets for the second 
successive night, but advanced 
with a 6-2 4-6 6-2 victory over 
Mexican Jorge Lazano. 

■ Mayotte's qnaxterfinal 
opponent will be fellow 
American Aaron Krickstetn. the 
fourth-seeded Kricksteui elimin- 



McEnroe. slamsATP Tour chief 


ised many by staying with McEn- 
Jlayc 


roe. He played steady tennis 
throughout and McEnroe was 
forced to fight hard for his vie-: 
lory. 

In the quarterfinals McEnroe 


will meet fifth seed Jay Berger, 
who sent unseeded fellow 
American Richey Reiuberg 
packing 64 7-6. 

Second seed Brad Gilbert has 
been somewhat ignored with 
Lendl and McEnroe grabbing 


much of the Skydome spotlight, 
but the fifth-ranked American 
quietly moved into the quarter- 
finals with 6-2 6-2 victory over 
Czechoslovak giant Milan Srej- 
ber. 

“I’ve played really well in my 


wuijiiwuw are ta aui 

the effects of a groin pull w.wwi 
in last month’s Australian Open. 
■ Less than two months into 
the new era m men's tenni s. 
McEnroe has already become 
disillusioned with the ATP and 
chief executive officer Hamilton 
Jordan. 

. When the Association of Ten- 
nis Professionals took over run- 
ning the men's Tour from the 
Men’s Tennis Council this year, 
it was supposed to be for the 
good of this players. 

But McEnroe, one of the 
sport's biggest draws and most 

PAliSnrTitl — * . — - ‘ Jk iL _ * 


is Hamilton Jordan's Tour and 
nobody knows where the hell he 
is. Nobody’s seen him for five 
months. 

"He doesn’t know anything 
about tennis," McEnroe com- 
plained. "He's a politician and he 
knew how to take advantage of 
us." 

The former world number 
one, who turned 31 today, admits 
he originally had high hopes for 
the new Tour, but he feds what 
has emerged is no improvement 
over the old regime. 

McEnroe also criticised the 
new rankings system which only 
takes into account a player’s best 
14 results each year. He said the 
system will force players to enter 
more events than ever before and 
the result wiQ be more injuries. 

“It’s absurd how few people 
are healthy,” McEnroe said. 
"With the bcst-of-14 you’re 


injury. 

‘These rules weren't made by 
people who supposedly cared 


about tbe players. It’s a joke, r 
added McEnroe; who sakl foe 


colourful players, said the ath- 
: been misled. 


leteshavc 
“This isn't foe players Tour,” 
said foe fourth-ranked McEnroe 
after his third-round win. "This 


new setup could well lead to his 
early retirement 
"That's probably what those 
jerks want they don't want peo- 
ple who fight 

“I care but I have to lead my 
own life. I don’t want to end up 
_ Hke some wacky nutcase.” 


Navratilova routs White 


Harvey tames Provis 


CHICAGO, Feb 16, (Reu- 
ter): Top seed Martina 
Navratilova conducted a 
comprehensive tennis dmical 
the expense of fellow 
American Anne White at foe 
$500,000 Chicago tennis 
tournament yesterday . 

Navratilova barely has 
time to work up a sweat as she 
despatched White 6-0 6-0 in 
just 40 minutes to advance to 
the quarter finals 
Navratilova, who dropped 
just 1 ! points in foe first set 
and 14 in the second, said she 
ca me into foe match with foe 
intention of working on 
various parts ofher game. 

*Tve been working with 
Billy King on so many 
things,” said Navratilova. "I 
worked on every facet of my 
game tonight I could, ground 
strokes, volleys, serves and 
footwork.” 

White admitted th^x she 
would not have bet against 
Navratilova coming into foe 

matefr . 

"I have to be a realist,” said 
White smiling. "On my very, 
best day and oh Martina.’,, 
worst, I could’t beat her. 
She'd have to break her am] 
and default for me to have a 
chance.” 

Local teen Linda Harvey- 
Wild proved that her first 
round upset of French cham- 
pion Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario o f Spain was no fluke 
by eliminating Australian 
Nicole Provis &4 64. 



Navratilova returns a shot to White. (Reuter wirepholo) 


“I didn't play as well as I 
fod against Arantxa,” said 
Haxvey-Wild, who is playing 
m her first tournament as a 
professional- 

"Ifeel hke I am in the com- 
fort zone playing at home in 
nont of my friends,” said the 
19-yea^oUL who has become 

foedariing of Chicago tennis 


Harvey-Wild’s will try to 
keep her upset string going 
when she takes on eighth-, 
seeded fellow American Pam 
Shriver in the quarterfinals. 

In another second round 
match, 25th-ranked Nathalie 
Tauzial of France pulled off a 
minor upset by ousting 
seventh seed Laura Gvklemei- 
sterofPeru6-l 6-77-5. 
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THE United Nations Edncatifmal^ Sriwwift. and 
Cultural Organisation (Untsco) las honoured 
ShakhFahd A] Muned with an award for eminent 
service rendered to physical education and sport. 

Sheikh Fahd, who is a member of the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee (IOC), is also the 
vice-president of dm Association of. National 
Olympic Co mmi ttee s (ANOQ and c hair m an of 
the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA). At the 
national level Sheikh Fahd is also the chairman of 
the’ Kuwait Olympic Committee and the Kuwait 


honours Fahd for service to sport 
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Football Association, besides being involved in 
seven! sports dnhs and cultural societies. 

Sheikh FahtTs hobbies include writing j 
Arabic and hone breeding. A well-known I 

the worid of sport. Sheath Fahd has v 

received several awards and a citation from the 
United Nations organisation for his actions in the 
struggle against apartheid in sport. Shdkh Fahd’s 
two sons have already followed in their father's 
footsteps by becoming spoils fldmini orators. The 


Unesco award will be presented to Sheikh Fahd 
nen October. 

■ Sam Ramsamy, the etmjf m fl n of the South 
Africa Non-raaal Olympic Committee (San-roc) 
arrived yesterday in Kuwait to lake part in the 
meetings Of the IOC Aparticid and Olympic Com- 
ntisBOiL. Ramsamy is a anti-apartheid 

campaigner and adviser to the IOC eoasahr- 
Hoa. Ramsamy is expected to brief the IOC 
officials on the latest political developments in 
^■th Africa. 


■ Judge Keba Mbayc, vice-president of the Inter- 
natiooal Court of Justii* and also vtae-pteddentof 
the International Olympic Committee arrived yes- 
terday in Kuwait for a two-day visit. 

Judge Keba Mbayc will be chairing the IOC 
Apartheid and Olympic Commission meeting 
schedul e d for Monday. The Senegalese judge was 
coopted In IOC in 1972 and was the secretary- 
grsiK^QfttffitsrgaiuangosTnini^ of the Friend - 
fin Dakar, Senega] in 1963. 
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BMW in 
top gear 
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BMW Football Club finally 
found the form that has eluded 
them so far this season when they 
- beat Bargain House 4-2 in the 
. League Cup. 

• Captain Steve Kelly admitted 
•t to being “deliriously happy” - 
( with a convincing win over old 

; rivals Bargain House. “We never 
stopped running and we put our 
chances away, BMTW, showed 
great commitment and that was 
the main difference between the 
two teams." 

.The game started with BMW 
• looking a little shaky which was 
? hardly surprising considering the 
poor performance exhibited by 
BMW so far this season, and 
Bargain House punished poor 
marking when Alan Wild put 
them ahead after 20 minutes. 
BMW, now beginning to settle 
down particularly in midfield, 
replied immediately with 
Yoshiaki intercepting a poor 
throw by Bargain House keeper 
Ken Denedy, and thumping the 
ball home. ___ 

Easily 

The second half began with 
BMW chasing and harrying for 
everathing, especially m mid- 
field. Their just reward came 

• when Danny Craft shot them 
^ into the -lead. Bargain House 

were not prepared to give up so 
easily ana drew level after pres- 
surising Tony Edwards to pass 
back to his keeper, who misplac- 
ing his kick, hefted the ball (to his 
dismay) over keeper Jimmy 
Doyle's head. 

The BMW midfield 
immediately rallied their team 
, and were justly put in front with 
i Yoshiaki making it 3-2. The 
I match was finally put beyond the 
1 reach of Bargain House when 
Bargain JHo use midfielder Karl 
.Royal irresponsibly losing die 
• to B MW's Barry Crouch- 
IHail^bb 


Saudis opt out of Cup 

Kuwait ready to host soccer tourney 



NICOSIA, Feb 16, (Agencies): Saudi 
Arabia , has withdrawn its team from the 
Gulf Cup soccer tournament in Kuwait cit- 
ing “special circumstances” for its decision. 

A statement by lhe official Saudi Press 
Agency gave no further details of the king- 
dom's withdrawal from the seven-nation 
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Sheikh Fahd W Ahmed 


tournament doe to start on Tuesday. 

'The Saudi Football Association regrets 
the Saudi team will not participate in the 
Gulf tournament in Kuwait,” it said. 

Meanwhile, the director of the organising 
committee, Mohammed Othman told Kuna 
yesterday that the committee had completed 
all preparations that would make the tour- 
nament a success. 

Mohammed Othman affirmed that the 
championship's opening which coincides 
with celebrations of the 29th anniversary of 
Kuwait’s National Day will be patronised 
by HH the Amir. 

The Amir will attend the inaugural 
ceremony, Othman said, emphasising that 
no matches are to be played on the opening 
day to reserve efforts “for making the 
inauguration an opportunity for Kuwaiti 
sportsmen and their guests from Arab Gulf 
countries to express happiness on the 
National Day.” 

! 5,500 school students will take part in the 
inaugural ceremony and perform an 
operetta coupled with seven shows to be 
demonstrated through banners and por- 
traits, telling past and present achievements 
of participant states. 

The songs of the operetta were co-written 
by the president of the higher organising 
committee and chairman of Kuwait Foot- 
ball Association Sheikh Fahd AI Ahmed 
and Kuwaiti song-writer Abdul-Latif Al 
Bannye. 

The operetta is to be performed by 
. Kuwait's prominent singers Abdul Karim 
' Abdui-Qadir and Abdullah Rewaished 
together with a schoolboys chorus as other 


students are displaying colourful back- 
ground^ o rtraits that would concentrate on 
participant countries’ folklore heritage, 
Mohammed Othman said. 

■ In Amman, Sheikh Fahd, in a joint press 
conference with chairman of the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee Juan Antonio 
Samaranch held last night, said that alth- 
ough he would like to see Kuwait crowned 
champion of the tournament, his main goal 
is the success of the gathering. 

On Saudi Arabia’s sudden decision to 
withdraw from the tournament, he said that 
he heard the news, but had not been formally 
notified. He said he had tried to contact the 
Saudis to inquire about the reasons for the 
withdrawal. 

Praising Arab trainers in various sports. 
Sheikh Fahd said that most Arab sports 
teams rely on foreign trainers due to the 
shortage of Arab coaches and also the high 
standard of foreign ones. 

. On a dispute inside the Kuwait Olympic 
Committee, he indicated that the issue was 
on whether to establish a higher council or a 
ministry of youth that takes care of sports 
affairs. 

Sheikh Fahd also called on the Arab 
media to practice objectivity and construc- 
tiveuritkasm. 

Samaranchuoted that the IOC was study- 
ing Palestine’s bid to become a committee 
member and said that the decision would be 

o. 


Both Sheikh Fahd Samaranch 
med that the IOC will fight steroids use by 
athletes to boost their performance in com- 
petition. 


Malaga's Merino (left) tries to block a shot from 
Cadiz’ Canillas. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Real's Bernd Schuster (right) avoids a sliding tackle 
trom Barcelona’s Bakero. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Real edge Barcelona 


MADRID, Feb 16, (Reuter): Barcelona coach Cruyff 
and. two of has palyers were sent off in an explosive 
climax to their Spanish Soccer League match against 
arch-rivals Real Madrid yesterday. 

The dismissals came at the end of an incident- 
packed dash which defending champions Real won 
3-2 at their Santiago Bernabeu stadium to go six 
points dear of second-placed Atietico Madrid. 

In the space of three minutes, Barcelona's Dutch 
international Ronald Koeman was sent off for kick- 
ing Paco Llorente and Elosio Pires was expelled for 
beadbutting Martin Vazquez. 

Dutchman Cruyff dashed on to the pitch to protest 
at the red card against Koeman and earned the same 
punishment for refusing to leave the pilch. He was 
eventually escorted from the touching by police. 

Barcelona, now nine points behind the leaders, 
trailed after 25 minutes when Michel Gonzalez ham- 


mered a left-foot shot past Spain's World Cup goalk- 
eeper Andoni Zubizarreta. 

Urged on by their fans in a crowd of 92.000. ReuI 
extendedthelead from a penalty awarded 10 minutes 
later when Eloisio floored Emilio Buuragueno. Mex- 
ican striker Hugo Sanchez took the spot kick which 
Zubizarreta managed to hit out but Butragueno 
smashed home the rebound. 

One minute after halftime Sanchez notched his 
25th goal of the season for Real putting them 3-0 
ahead with a penalty that followed a foul on 
Butragucno by Zubizarreta. 

Apart from the ugly closing incidents, the match 
produced a flutter of yellow cards, meaning Bar- 
celona will be without Jose Bakero and Eloisio 
against Rayo Vallecano on Sunday while Real will 
not have Manolo Sanchis Tor the awav game against 
Malaga, who defeated Cadiz 1-0 on Wednesday. 


Oldham hit Hammers for six 


Faulted tq Kelly delivermgalow 
box which was 
i deflected ioto the net by skipper 
jDaveGray.' 

■ So, finally, BMW register their 
intention to compete for League 
l and Gap honours by winning the 

• match 4-2. A hard fought game 
(which was well controlled by 
t officials from the Kuwait Indian 
j Football Federation. 

•France name 
soccer team 

;PAR1S, Feb 16, (Reuter): French 
[team chief Michel Platini yesterday 
jkft out defender Franck Silvestre 
■and midfielder Marcel Dib from the 
jlB players who toured Kuwait last 
'imonth when he named his squad for 
[the soocer friendly against West Ger- 
!many in Montpellier on February 28. 

• Young defender Remi Garde of 
•Lyon and winger Pascal Vahirua of 
Auxerre, who made their inter- 
national debuts in Kuwait, are 
retained. 

i France are unbeaten for almost a 
{year and have won their last four 
official matches under Platini, who 
Bees West Germany as the sternest 

* test so Car to his promising young 
1 aide. 

> Squad: . . 

* | Goalkeepers: Bruno Martini 
« (Auxerre), Gflles Rousset (Sochaux). 
j ' Defenders: Manuel Amoros(Mar- 

* walk). Basils Boli (Auxerre), Ber- 
nard Casoni (Toulon). Eric di Mcco 
(Marseille), Remy Garde (Lyon), 
Franck Sauzee (Marseille). 

; MjdTttMj^igwg^lanc^ o^ 

^*Jam-Mart: Feireri (jsordeaux), 
Bernard Pardo (Bordeaux). 

1 Forwards: Eric Cantona (Mont- 
pellier). Jean- Pierre Papin (Marsei- 
lle), Christian Perez (Paris St Gct- 
inam). Pascal Vahirua (Auxerre). 


LONDON, Feb 16, (Reuter): Andy. 
Ritchie propelled Oldham towards 
the English League Cup soccer final 
with two goalsin a6-0 semifinal first- 
leg drubbing of West Ham on Wed- 
nesday. 

Ritchie maintained his record of 
scoring in every round, netting-onein- . 

. each half as Oldham obliged mao- 

leg against fellow Second Division 
West Ham into a formality. 

Oldham might easily have readied 
double figures as they made virtually 
certain of a final appointment 
against the winners of the clash bet- 
ween First Division rivals Totten- 
ham Forest and Coventry. Holders 
Forest won their home leg 2-1 last 
Sunday. 

Neil Adams opened Oldham’s 
tally in the 11th minute and further 
goals by Ritchie and Earl Barrett 
gave the home side a 3-0 halftime ■ 
edge on their artificial pitch. Rick 
Holden, Roger Palmer and a second 
strike by Ritchie competed the rout. 

Ritchie has so far succeeded in 
emulating manager Royte, the for- 
mer England striker who scored in 
every round Tor Manchester City 
when they won the trophy in 1976. 

In the First Division, a last-minute 

fjitcraa 2-1 win at WunbledoiP*™ 8 
. Luton moved up one place to two 
from the foot of tbs table — ahead of 
MiDwall and tailenders Charlton — 
after their victory. Wimbledon’s 
Dennis Wise had earlier equalised 
Welsh international Kurt Nogan’s 


opening strike for Luton. 

The crowd — 3,496 — was ' the 
lowest First Division attendance 
since Workl War U. fewer than the 
previous Ggure of 4,026 who watched 
Wimbledon's home game against 
Norwich in December 1 987. 

■ Holders Liverpool host the only 
all-FIrst Division match in the fifth 
rtrfhta TirtHfc F66lbah"AJ»6caafi(Sh ’ 
(FA) Cup tomorrow hot it is last 
veal's losing finalist* Evert on who 
face the more awesome tie. 

While League leaders Liverpool 
play Southampton, beaten 3-1 by 
Crystal Palace in the League at the 
weekend, their City rivals travel to 
Second Division Oldham, who have 
not lost on their artificial pitch for 32 
games. 

“I wouldn’t think they will relish 
coming here,” West Ham manager 
Lou Macari said about Everton’s 
chances after the match. 

Southampton’s 35-year-old mid- 
fielder Jimmy Case is fighting to 
recover from a knee injury sustained 
at the weekend in time for the match 
against his former employers. 

“1 wouldplay with a broken leg if I 
had to. This is one match I do not 
want to miss,” he said. “At my age 
you never kotow if it is going to be 
your last visit to Anfidd." 

The other First Division ties 
tomorrow have second-placed Aston 
ViDa away to Second Di virion neigh- 
bours West Bromwich Albion and 
Crystal Palace at home to Fourth 
Division Rochdale, enjoying their 
best ever Cup run. 


Troubled Manchester United 
travel to Second Division Newcastle 
on Sunday in what could be a gfant- 
kiffing encounter while Hurd Divi- 
sion Blackpool also have a chance to 
cause an upset when they host 
Queens Park Rangers. 

Having played aO their games at 
home against lowly 'opponents’ 10 
reach the fifth round of the Cup for 
the first time in 31 years, relegation- 
threatened Blackpool will have a 
capacity crowd of 9,000 dusting 
them on. 

“Everyone would expect us to be 
underdogs because we are against 
First Division opposition but this is a 
one-off in the Cup when anything 
can happen,” said manager Jimmy 
Mufleo. 

“Tbere are a lot of star players in 
the QPR team but nobody here is 
overawed by the opposition,” he 
said, despite Rangers’ not conceding 
a goal so far in four FA Cup ties. 

Oldham's plastic pitch has often 
been blamed for their guests ‘poor 
perfromance but Macari refused to 
use the excuse- ' 

“If we had trained on thar for three 
weeks it would have made no dif- 
ference. They caught Arsenal and 
Southampton here as wdl; it was so 
one-sided it was unbelievable,” be 
said. 

Oldham humiliated League cham- 
pions Arsenal 3-1 in the fourth round 
of the League Cup last November 
while high-flying Southampton fell 
2-0 in their League Cup quarterfinal 
replay- 


Steroid doctor may sue Johnson 


TORONTO, Feb V6, (Reuter): Tire doctor who 
supplied disgraced Canadian sprinter Ben Joh- 
nson with steroids is threatening to sue the 
athlete for failing to pay him for medical treat- 
ment, a newspaper reported on Wednesday. 

Dr Jamie Astaphan is demanding $25,000 
from Johnson for medical treatment and 
$8,333 from the government to cover travel 
costs for testifying at a federal inquiry in 
Toronto into the use of drugs in sport, the 
Toronto Sim said. 

Efforts to contact Astaphan at his home in 
the Caribbean island of St Kitts were unsucces- 


sful. 

“Ben Johnson owes me 30,000 (Canadian) 
dollars ($25,000). If it means going to court. I 
will take him to court,” the newspaper quoted 
Astaphan as saying. 

Astaphan also said he wanted to be in charge 
of drug testing for the 1 992 Olympic Games in 
Barcelona and offered to share the job with Dr 
Mauro Di Pasquale, a Canadian steroids 
expert. 

“Nobody could fool either one of us,” Asta- 
phan said. “I’ve been there. I know where it’s at, 
l know where it’s going,” he said. 


Faldo seeks 
Norman’s 
No. 1 title 

MELBOURNE. Feb 16, 
(Reuter): Britain’s Nick Faldo 
Id . snatsh^Anstr glja p . f ix cg, 
man’s title of world's num- 
ber one golfer over the weekend 
after the pair finished level at 1 1- 
under-par to lead the Australian 
Masters today. 

Faldo, the US Masters cham- 
ion, sank a birdie on the last 
ole of the second round to end 
with a six- under-par 67, the same 
score as Norman, the defending 
champion. 

The pair hold a two-shot lead 
over three Australians, lan 
Baker-Finch, winner here in 
1988, Jeff Woodland and Steven 
Bann. 

Faldo could take over from 
Norman as world number one if 
he wins and the Australian fini- 
shes out of tb top 20. While this is 
unHkdy, the duel over the Hun- 
tingdale course should be a fas- 
cinating affair. 

Faldo said the Masters should 
not be regarded as a two-horse 
race. “There are a lot of guys 
there and we're only halfway 
through. YOu have to keep the 
momentum going and not worry 
about any particular guy until 
you get to the crunch on Sun- 
day.” 

Faldo and Norman, who shot 
68s in the first round. 



PIZZA ITALIA 

Quiz Competition 

in cooperation with 
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Who will win the 
Arab Gulf Cup? 

GENERAL RULES: 

1. Newspaper coupon is only accepted if attached to Pizzaftala receipt for purchase of 
minimum KD 3.000 

2. Pizza Itafia Instant Prize is awarded with the nwwnuin order KD 3,000 uriH supply lasts. 

3. You can enter as many coupops to increase your wasting chances. 

A Drop the coupon in the designated boxes at Pizza ltafiai 
5. Valid until March 5th 1990. 


were 


among eight golfers who started 
four shots behind overnight 
leader Mike Clayton of Aus- 
tralia. i 

Clayton finished three strokes 
off the lead, after a double bogey 
at the 13th hole contributed to a 
74. 

Norman notched three birdies 
in the first seven holes, putting 
beautifully throughout his round 
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Spring training 


A padlock prevents entry to the baseball players parking area at the New York Mels’ 
tpnng training stadium in Port St Louis, Florida, on Thursday. Spring training was 
postponed alter a pay dispute between players and owners oi the American baseball 

clubs. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Swimming pool 


Sixty-year-old swimming poo! at the Montjuic Park in Barcelona goes down to make 
room tor a new competition swimming pool to be used during the 1992 Summer 
Olympics. The new swimming pool will host some of the water polo games and diving 

events. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Also two subscriptions for one year for a— .1 JLji and two for RRAB& TIIflES 
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CONTEST QUESTIONS: 

1. When was the first Gulf Cup Tournament hdd? 

I Country: Yean 

2. Name the player who scored the most goals in a single tournament? 
3. Who will wfri the Giif Cup Tournament heklin Kuwait 1990? 
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Top E. Germans on drugs since mid 70s, say scientists 


& 

Y 


EAST BERLIN. Feb 16, (Reuter): Dop- 
ing has been commonplace in some areas 
ofEast German sport for at least 15 years, 
two East German sports scientists 
yesterday. 

“It is true that top athletes m power 
sports have been doping here to boost 
their training for years. It all started in the 
mid-1970s,” said, professor Hermann 


Buhl from East Gennanysleading sports 
medicine centre in Leipzig. 

‘‘Athletes have mainly taken drugs, 
such as anabolic steroids, during training. 
It has been carefully controlled. Coaches 
and doctors have known all about it. 
Some athletes have been forced to take 
the drugs," Buhl told Reuters. 
Allegations that drugs have been 


behind East Germany’s remarkable suc- 
cess story in Olympic sport have been 
made before by East German athletes 
who defected to the West before hardline 
communist rule collapsed late last year. 

The state's top athletes and officials 
have vehemently denied the claims. 

But Buhl’s remarks, backed up by a co- 
ledical Cen 


founder of the Leipzig Me 


tre. 


professor Lothar Pickcnhain, are the first 
allegations of widespread drug abuse to 
be made by East German sports officials 
still living in the country. 

Buhl works with a team of scientists 
who research the pressm^ put on aLhletcs* 
bodies during training. They have dis- 
covered when the human body is best 
placed to receive medical support. 


He said the centre's research helped 
advisecoacbes and athletes buttbc scient- 
ists were never involved themselves in the 
administration of drugs or any medicine. 

Pickcnhain, who left the Leipzig centre 
in 1979, said talks with athletes and coa- 
ches had convinced him many stars in 
sports like athletes and swimming were 
on drugs. 


“Themajori 1 
ced of that. 


are 


„ I'm convin- 
told Reuters. 



the women to realise they had taken 
steroids. Some of them bad very Ur* 
voices too.” 


before 
secret 

dy about doping. Now we can. 

He “It has always been obvious 

that some athletes took drugs* You only 

had to look at die luge bodies of some of 


East Germany has risen (o prominence, 
as one of the Olympic superpower in the 
last 20 years. At the 1988 Seoul Games h 
won the second highest number of grid 
medals behind the Soviet Union. 




Two-way tie 

LA JOLLA, Calif., Feb 16, (Reuter): 
Bob Eastwood and Rick Fehr each 
posted seveu-under-par 65s yester- 
day to share the Qrsc round lead at ihe 
5900,000 San Diego Open golf tour- 


Spain stun England 


uamenL 


Atlantic Open 


Argentina hold Netherlands 


OPORTO. 


Feb 16. 


Portugal, F 

(Reuter): Eamonn Darcy, 

his first European Tour victory since 
the 1987 Belgian Open, led with a six 
under par 66 after the first round of 
the Atlantic Open yesterday. 

Emirates golf 

DUBAI: Nick Faldo, aiming to 
establish himself this year as the 
world’s top golfer, has given the per- 


fect finishing touch to the star-stud- 
line- up ?< 


ded line-up for the Emirates Airline 
Desert Classic. Faldo confirmed his 
place in the tournament from Mel- 
bourne where he is currently attemp- 
ting to add the Australian Masters 
title to the US and British Masters 
crowns he won last year. 

Sevilla midfielder 

MADRID, Feb 16, (Reuter): 
Uncapped Sevilla midfielder Rafael 
Paz was called up by Spain yesterday 
for a World Cup soccer warm-up 
friendly against Czechoslovakia on 
Wednesday in Alicante. 

Live coverage 

ANKARA, Feb 16, (Reuter): Turk- 
ey’s leading soccer clubs are barring 
five coverage of their games because 
they consider the 542,000 a match 
paid by state-nm radio and television 
is too low. 

Bruno honoured 


LAHORE, Pakistan, Feb 16, 
(Reuter): Ignacio Escude scored, 
a hat-trick to earn Spain a shock 
4-1 victory over England in the 
World Cup hockey tournament 
yesterday. 

In yesterday's only other 
game, France beat India 2-1 with 
a late goal by Christian Viala to 


grve them their first win against 
form 


ig to make the 


LONDON, Feb 16. <AP): Frank 
Bruno, the heavyweight boxer whose 
image as a gentle giant has been 
enhanced by his appearance in a chil- 
dren's show, was inducted yesterday 
as a Member of the Order of the 
British Empire — one of the nation's 
top civilian honours. 

Bretonnel dies 


PARIS, Feb 16, (Reuter): Jean 
Bretonnel, one of the most famous 
managers in French boxing who was 
known to his fighters as “Monsieur 
Jean”, died on Wednesday at the age 
of 80, sources dose to his family said. 

Scoring streak 

NEW YORK, Feb 16. (Reuter): The 
remarkable scoring streak of Pitts- 
burgh Penguins' star centre Mario 
Lemieux was halted at 46 games on 
Wednesday after he failed to come up 
with a point against the New York 
Rangers. 

Chinese players 

BEIJING, Feb 16, (Reuter): China 
has imposed new rules to restrict star 
table tennis players from leaving the 
country and joining foreign dubs, a 
sports official said yesterday. Under 
the recently introduced rules, only 
men over the age of 28 and women 
over 25 win be allowed foreign trans- 
fers. an official in the Chinese sports 
commission said. 

Dutch Cup 

AMSTERDAM. Feb 16, (Reuter): 
Ajax, whose match was marred by 
on-pi Id] violence and two sendings 
off, and PSV Eindhoven reached the 
DutchCup soccer semifinals in con- 
trasting manner on Wednesday. PSV 
romped to a 4-0 home quarterfinal 
win over Emrnen while Ajax scraped 
through 1-0 away to Fomina SiRard. 


ormer World Cup winners for 
25 years. 

India's defeat leaves them with 
one point from three games in 
Group A and they look likely to 
finish out of the top eight for the 
second successive World Cup. 

England's defeat after two 
previous victories leaves them in 
third place behind West Ger- 
many and Pakistan in Group B, 
the two teams they have still to 
meet. 

After reaching the final of the 
last World Cup they are now in 
danger of failing; to 
semifinals. 

Spain, who had lost their 
previous two matches, were 
drawing 1-1 at halftime after 
England's Sean Kerly equalised 
Pablo Usoz’s opening goal. 

But Escude, who recently 
played his 100th intemationaL 
converted three successive pen- 
alty comers between the 42nd 
and 65th minute. 

India took an early lead 
against France through winger 
Thoiba Singh in the 12th minute. 

After French captain Martin 
Catonnet equalised with a 23rd 
minute penalty conversion, 
India had a chance to go ahead 
again but goalkeeper Pascal 
Florin saved a penalty from Ajit 
Lakra. 

Viala gave France victory four 
minutes from time with the sim- 



Bovelanden scored two for the Dutch 


enough to outclass Ireland and 
maintain a perfect record of 17 
wins in 17 encounters. 

Ou ts ta ndin g German forward 
Stefan Blocher forced and con- 
verted a 10th minute penalty 
stroke and scored West Ger- 
many’s fourth and last goal with 
a typical burst through the mid- 
dle of the Irish defence in the 56th 
minute. 

Netherlands dropped a point 
today when they were held to a 3- 
3 draw by Argentina. Floris-Jan 
Bovdander put the Dutch ahead 
in the 5th minute of the first half 
but the Argentines levelled the 
match in the 33rd minute 
through Carlos Geneyro. The 
half-time score remained 1-1. 

Marc Delissen made it 2-1 for 
the Dutch in the first half and 
Bovelander added to the score 
two min utes later. The Argen- 
tines however fought back 
brilliantly. 

Fernando Ferrara pulled one 
back for Argentina in the 57th 
mirinte and Alejandro Doherty 
got the equaliser in the last min- 
ute of the match. Argentina still 
have only three points from their 
three games while the Dutch 
have five. 

Standings 


# * 



All the winners with Sheikh Ahmed (3rd right) 


Adams triumphs twice 


plest of chances set up by Tim . 
Delavenne. 

West Germany, Australia and 
Pakistan today scored their third 
successive victories to maintain 
their dominance today. 

West Germany recorded their 
biggest win in the Cup when they 
beat Ireland 4-0 but were joined 
at the top of Group Bby Pakistan 
who beat Canada 1-0. 

Australia cruised to a comfor- 
table 3-0 win over the Soviet 


Union, to give them maximum 
six points and tighten their grip 
on Group A. The Soviet Union, 
with one point, are at the bottom. 

Australia once again did well 
with their penalty corners, 
Michael York scoring in the fifth 
minute and Greg Corbitt in the 
60th. In between Neil Hawgood 
netted an opportunist field goal 
in the 52nd. 

The Germans were not on 
their best form but still good. 


Standings: (tabulate under played, 
won. drawn, lost, for. against, points) 
Grasp A 


Australia 

Netherlands 

Argentina 

France 

India 

Soviet Union 


0 10 
0 10 

1 9 

2 4 
2 S 
2 3 


W Germany 
Pakistan 
Englan d 
Sp 


•P? 


Ireland 


0 10 

0 9 

1 5 

2 7 

3 1 
3 1 


Senna gets super-licence 


PARIS.Feb 16, (Reuter): Ayrton Senna of Brazil will 
take part in the 1990 Formula One world motor 
raring championship, thi International Motor 
Sports Federation (Fisa) announced today. 

Fisa's announcement followed an earlier 
statement that the name of the McLaren former 
world champion did not appear on the list of 35 
drivers for the championship published by Fisa. 

The list named Austrian Gerhard Berger and 
Briton Jonathan Palmer as the two McLaren drivers 
for 1990. 

Fisa subsequently withdrew tbestatemenl pending 
a new communique. 

And Fisa have now corrected the earlier statement 
and announced Senna will team up with Berger as 
planned for McLaren in the forthcoming season. 

“The Fisa confirms that it has issued Ayrton Senna 
with a super-licence to enable him to compete in the 
1990 World Championship," a communique from 
Fisa said. 

Along with the communique, Fisa published a 
letter from Senna in which the 1988 world champion 


declared that last year’s championship appeared not 
to have been rigged. 

Senna wrote: “During the meeting of the Fisa 
World Council which took place on Dec 7, 1989, 1 
listened to statements and testimonies from various 
people and from these statements one must conclude 
that they provideproof that no pressure group or the 
president of the Fisa influenced the decisions regard- 
ing the results of the 1989 Formula One World 
Championship.” 

Fisa president Jean-Marie Balestre said last month 
Senna would not be granted his super-licence to 
compete unless he withdrew allegations that last 
year s championship had -been manipulated to 
favour then team mate Alain Prosi of France. 

Senna made the allegations after last October's 
Japanese Grand Prix in Suzuka from which he was 
disqualified and later fined S 100.00 for dangerous 
driving following a crash which put Prost, who was 
leading at the time, out of the race. 

The decision meant a third world title for the 
Frenchman. 


Bin Sulayem makes winning start 



Vicini picks 
young team 


ROME, Feb 16, (Reuter): World 
Cup hosts Italy, aiming to wipe 
out bad memories of recent frien- 
dlies, today named a young team' 
-spearheaded by Napoli striker 
Andrea Carnevale for next 
week’s game against the Neth- 
erlands in Rotterdam. 

But manager Azeglio Vicini, 
who' has promised “an aggres- 
sive, fast, briham Italy” by the 
June finals, has injury problems 
and may have to wait a while 
longer to see his dream fulfilled. 
Wednesday’s match follows a 


MAGED ADAMS took the hon- 
ours in the Invitation Tennis Tour- 
nament. held yesterday by the Mes- 
silah Botch Hotel (managed by 
Kuwait Hotels Co.) to inaugurate 
its new tennis courts. The courts 
were opened under the patronage 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Abdullah, gover- 
nor of the Capital, by Sheikh 
Ahmed A1 Jaber. 

Adams first partnered Waleed 
Saleh to victory in the men’s dou- 
bles and then joined Anna Strakos 
to take the mixed doubles tide. 

Top dignitaries, executives from 
the National Bank of Kuwait and 
Kuwait Hotel Company were 
present at the inauguration. 

The event was held in co-opera- 
tion with the National Bank of 
Kuwait and under the supervision 
of the Kuwait Tennis Federation. 
Four ambassadors (of Thailand, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Bul- 
garia and Czechoslovakia) and a 
number of top players from Kuwait 
tookpart in event in which competi- 
tion was only held for the men’s 
doubles and mixed doubles. 

It was a family fun day and the 
event was held in a relaxed spirit and 
snacks were distributed freely to the 
spectators and participants — cour- 
tesy of KDD, Beduin Centre. 
Kuwait International Hotel, Coca 
Cola, Jashanmal A Partners and 
Mickey Chips. 

At the end of the day, prizes and 
appreciation plaques were presen- 
ted to ambassadoxs and companies 
for thrir continuous support of the 
Messilah Beach Hotel activities. 



Some of the spectators watching the proceed! ngs. 


Holyfield ready to fight 
new world champion 


Lakers sail 
past Kings 


DOHA: Middle East champion Mohammed bin Sulayem made 
perfect start to the 1900 FISA regional series yesterday when he drove 
his Winston Toyota Celica G f 4 to a hard-earned but convincing 
victory in the NBK Qatar International Rally. 

Partnered by experienced Irish co-driver Ronan Morgan, the UAE 
star produced a flawless performance on the second day of the 
punishing 687-km event to finish almost five minutes ahead of Leban- 
on's Michel Saleh in his Group B Audi Quatlro. 

Third in a Range Rover more than 23 minutes behind Saleh was 
Qatar's Sultan A1 Sowaidi, followed closely by Oman'sTony Georgiou 
in his Mitsubishi Galant. Outof 31 starters there were only 11 finishers. 

“I am delighted to have won such a difficult event.” said Sulayem as 
he celebrated the 17th international win of his career at the finish at 
Doha's Ramada Hotel. "I said before the start (hat Michel would be the 
most difficult man to beat, and thaL’s exactly how it turned out. 

“We had quite a few problems with the suspension and front 
differential today, but they were quickly fixed by the mechanics who 
were fantastic. I couldn't have won without the backing of such a great 
team.” 

The rally became a personal duel between Sulayem and Saleh 
following the exit of the UAE's reigning Masafi 4 WD champion, Suhail 
Khalifa, on stage 14. Khalifa, battling to dose up on the front two, 
crashed out of the rally when his Mitsubishi Galant V R4 broke its front 
left strut and was unable to continue. Saleh made a determined effort to 


string of disappointing friendlies 
against Brazil. England, Algeria 
and World Cup holders Argen- 
tina late last year that saw Italy 
score only once — a goal against 
the Algerians widely regarded as 
offside. 

Gianluca Vialli, the gifted 
Sampdoria striker Vicini is coun- 
ting on to score Italy's goals, has 
a broken foot. 

Internazionaie’s 26-year-old 
defender Riccardo Ferri, 
another key component ofltlay’s 
expected World Cup squad, is 
recovering from a shoulder 
injury. 


NEW YORK, Feb 16, (Reuter): Evander Holyfield, number one 
contender for the world heavyweight boxing title, is ready to fight 
newly-crowned champion James “Buster” Douglas despite demands 
by dethroned Mike Tyson for a rematch, his manage r said yesterday. 

Holyfield had been prepared to step aside to allow a Tyson-Douglas 
rematch in June under an agreement promising him a fight with the 
winner, but the Douglas camp has since said that the new champion 
might not fight again until September. 


Holyficld’s man ag e r Dan Duva said in a statement that a delay in the 
next Douglas fight had altered the picture and Holyfield was now ready 
to face the champion within 120 days, as ordered by the World Boxing 
Association. 

“Evander Holyfield has been the number one heavyweight conten- 
der for over a year now,” Duva said. “He was good enough to step aside 
and allow Tyson to fight Douglas last week, with the agreement he 
would fight the winner. He even considerd allowing them to fight again 
in June before getting his shot. 

“But if Douglas wants to wait until September to fight again then 
Holyfield has' no choice but to assert his rights as the number one 
cont en de r and demand his shot at the title next, within the timeframe 
set by the WB A” 


catch Sulayem. "At times we were hitting 200 kph on the rocky 
straights.” said co-driver, Tom Smith. “I’ve never been in a car that 


Bin Sulayem: scores easy victory 


could move so quickly. It was a new experience for me.” 

But Sulayem, who had begun the second the day leading Saleh by one 
minute and 42 seconds, gradually increased his advantage as the rally 
wound its way over some of Qatar's roughest terrain. 

“With all our problems, we didn't have time to worry about anyone 
else," said the WinstonToyota star. “The stages were tough, the car had 
problems and we lost a lot of time. But we still won the ralTy and that’s 

the main thing. 

Provisional results: 

J . M. bin Sulayem (UAE)/R. Morgan(Ire) Winston Toyota Celica GT- 
4, 3 hrs 14 mins 27 secs; 2. M. Saleh (Leb) f T. Smith (UAE) Audi 
Quattro, 3:19:17; 3. S. A1 Sowaidi/H. A1 Mani (Qai) Range Rover, 
3:43;07;4.T. Georgiou/T. Steele (Oman) Mitsubishi Galant, 3:44-25- s! 
M. A1 Mannai /M. A1 Mannai (Qat) Range Rover, 3:57:42. 



SACRAMENTO, California, 

Feb 16, (AP): James Worthy 
scored 20 points as Los Angeles ; 
beat Sacramento for the eighth ; I 
consecutive time. 

Wayman Tisdale scored 23 • 
points for Sacramento and 
Antoine Carr added 17 in his 
debut for the Kings, who 
acquired him from Atlanta on 
Tuesday. Carr scored nine points . 
in. the final three minutes as the.! 
Kings tried fhtfiely to come back! 

. from a 14-point deficit. \ 

Byron Scott and Magic John-.; 
son had 17 points each far the 
-Lakers, who are now a full game., 
ahead of Portland in the Pacific' 
division. " f 

Warriors 113, BuUati 107 
Tim Hardaway scored 24.* 
points and Chris Mullin added:. 
23 as Golden State defeated^ >: 
Washington for a franchise-: 1 * 
record 15th consecutive homel 
victory. 

Results 

Atlanta 130 Oriando 123. 

103 Ner Jersey 9T 
Hooston 124 New York MS. 

Golden State 113 Washington 107: 

LA Lakers 101 Sacramento 92 


'A 


* 


Title fight 




^peedbird Trophies. 

GREAT BRITAIN will play' 
Pakistan m the second of the 
British Airways-sponsoretf 
Speedbird Trophies to be played 
-this season. The match will take 
place on February 25, Kuwait 
National Day, at the KOC 
Grounds, Ahmadi. Play will 
start at 9.30 am and continue for 
a scheduled 45 overs per innings: 

Oyer the past few years duy*: 

Pakistan team have held the edge ‘ r 

m the encounters. Their strength" 
has come from some very power- 
ful batting. However, the Great: 
Britain team is still smarting 
from the defeat imposed on them 
by India in December and will, 
■not want a repeat. 

As usual British Airways, 
through the -Marketing Man-, 
ager, Trevor Owen, will be 
providing prizes to the winning; 
team and awards for the Men of 
the Match. 
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